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New England Steam and Diesel Railroading!

The March meeting of the Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society will
feature Mr. Norton D. “Skip” Clark, who will be showing some of his great
collection of New England steam and diesel railroading. Skip is the co-author
ot “150 Years of Commuter Rail in Boston”, and avery accomplished rail photo-
grapher. This promises to be a most entertaining show!!!

Our Annual Meeting with the Mass Bay RRE!

The B&MRRHS will be traveling to Newton Highlands, MA to join the Mass
Bay Division of the Railroad Enthusiasts! The entertainment will be selected
viewing from the collection of Lew Walter! Directions to the meeting location
and samplings of the entertainment are elsewhere in this Newsletter. Don’t
lose it, this is the only time we can print them! PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF
MEETING DATE AND LOCATION!!

Movies with Mr. Preston Cook!

The B&MRRHS welcomes in Spring with a presentation by RAILFAN &
RAILROAD author Mr. Preston Cook, who will share with us some of his
exquisite 16mm movies, including, we understand, Boston & Maine diesels
being delivered to the property! Plan to be there now!!

Our Second Rutland Ramble!

The B&MRRHS will head back to Bellows Falis, VT, in June for our second
annual Rutland Ramble! This will coincide with the Green Mountain Railroad’s
first annual Railfan’s Weekend, and a great time is promised for all! (Just ask
anyone that went last year!) Details and order forms were enclosed in last
month’s Newsletter.

THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS IN WOBURN IN APRIL AND JUNE.

THE 1st UNITARIAN CHURCH IS IN WOBURN CENTER, THE ONLY CHURCH WITHOUT A STEEPLE!

DIRECTIONS TO B&MRRHS/MBRRE
JOINT MEETING

Meetings at the Newton Highlands Congre-
gational Church, Lincoln and Hartford Streets,
one block west of Wainut St. and two blocks
north of Route 9, Newton Highlands. Motor-
ists coming in from the west: from Route 128, go
east 1.2 mi on Route 9, turn ieft at the light on
top of the hill onto Woodward St., go two
blocks north, and take aright onto Lincoln St.
On the MBTA Green Line, take Riverside car
to Newton Highlands. Enter church base-
ment from the rear parking lot. Meetings
commence at 8 o’clock pm.

A sampling of the evening’s entertainment:

LEWIS WALTER PRESENTS TRAINS
OF THE BOSTON & MAINE RR
ca. 1940

Regular 8 mostly black & white 300 ft.

Titled

Green Mountain Flyer (near Prison Point
Bridge, outbound)

Fitchburg Division Locals (near Hoosac
Tunnel diamond in Boston terminal, leaving
North Station)

Locals ieaving North Station (steam)

Switchers Crossing Main Line (at Hoosac
Tunnel Diamond - steam and diesel)

The Alouette

Kennebec Limited (near Prison Point Bridge-
outbound)

The Flying Yankee

The Ambassador

TheFlying Yankee - Steam - at Wakefield, MA

The Mountaineer at Wakefield (streamlined
train)

Salem Station and Tunnel

Local trains in and out of Salem

“The Promised Land” (map showing Stony
Brook Branch)

(division limits: Fitchburg Div./Portland Div.)

(Arnold Wilder and another photographer
pointing at sign)

“Water was scarce, and so were trains”
(photographic outing on the Stony Brook
Branch)

“Awork train and two light engines was all that
we saw along the ‘Wilder Division™ (i.e.
the Stony Brook Branch)

Fitchburg Division

(gas electric car)

Circus Train at Belmont, Mass. (at Clark St.)

Motor Train at South Sudbury, Mass. (gas
electric car)

MB2 “The Pathfinder” at Belmont, Mass.

The Minute Man at Belmont, Mass. (steam)

(another view of Minute Man (steam) west-
bound on Belmont curve)

A Photographic Trip along the Fitchburg
Division; June 8, 1940)

A B&M switcher in the Wilds of New
Hampshire.

And More!l!

Best wishes for a speedy recovery go out to
B&MRRHS Director (and a founding father)
Roy Hutchinson, who has been recently hos-
pitalized. Get well soon, Roy!



Bluebird GP. 18’s! Member Eric Clegg of
Pinecourt, P.Q., Canada, sent these great
photos along for last December's Members

Night. We thought you might enjoy seeing
them. Location is Mechanicville, New York.

eastbound train sitting on a second set of
tracks.

Pease said the track on which the accident
occurred was once owned by the Boston &
Maine, but now belongs to the Massachusetts
Bay Transportation Authority. About 1,200
feet of track was ripped up by the crash, and
Amtrak crews replaced the rail the same day.
Buses were used to move commuters for a
day afterward. From the Worcester Gazette.
Anonymous. *

GUILFORD GLANCES:

It appears that an accident at Fitchburg on
1/25/87 has taken its toll on some motive
power. Units involved were the B&M 364,302,
309. D&H 7405, 7420. MEC 231. The 231
sustained so much damage that it will have to
be cut up on sight as the frame is cracked in
the center. The other units sustained various
types of damage in different places. They are
presently at Billerica out of service and there
is no immediate plans to repair them.

Word around is that the D&H 410 and possibly
451 series may soon be seeing the end of
service, it has been learned that an outfit in
the midwest is interested in them.
Springfield Terminal has purchased some
MEC GP7's and 9, so far sparing the B&M
“Geeps". Santa Fe motive power in the form
of rebuilt SD26's has been on line for a few
weeks now. Some have new number boards,
others with the numbers painted over, a real
mishmash, but these will all be painted at
Oneonta as soon as the big power crunch is
over. From Don LeJeune.

B&M TRAINS DERAIL IN FITCHBURG

A Boston & Maine Railroad freight train
crashed into an empty boxcar and derailed on
January 25, leaving five engines and nine
boxcars strewn like toys. The 8:10 a.m. acci-
dent occurred on tracks just east of the Fitch-
burg transfer yard.

The four man crew of the 60-car westbound
train escaped injury. Crews of the other two
trains, which were damaged in the crash
while parked on sidings, were also uninjured.
Boston & Maine crews worked through the

night to rerail cars. Those cars too damaged
to rerail were pushed clear of the tracks.

B&M spokesman Colin Pease said a west-
bound train of 60 cars, mostly empty, was
unable to pull into a siding because a switch
was frozen from the weather. The train pulled
ahead, and then backed into the siding. The
first car into the siding, an empty boxcar,
derailed and was pushed onto the main line,
where another westbound freight moving
between 15 and 20 miles per hour plowed into
the boxcar. As the cars from the two trains left
the tracks, they struck the cars of a stationary

SPRINGFIELD TERMINAL LEASES
SEVERAL B&M BRANCHES

The Springfield Terminal Railroad has leased
several Boston & Maine branch lines recently.
Lines leased were:

Boston Area:

The Medford Branch, from Wellington to Park
Street, about 1.4 miles.

The Mystic Whart Branch, from the limits of
FX Interlocking (Yard 19) in Charleston to
end of track, about 1.4 miles.

The Watertown Branch, from West Cambridge
to Union Market, about 2.8 miles.

The Bemis Branch, from Waltham to Bemis,
about 1.8 miles.

The South Reading Branch, from between a
connection withthe MBTA Salem and Danvers
branch in Peabody, and the end of track,
about 3.6 miles.

In New Hampshire:

The Portsmouth Branch, from Rockingham
Junction to Emery, about 9 miles.

The Hampton Branch, from Emery to Salis-
bury, about 16.6 miles.

The Newington Branch, from Portsmouth to
Newington, including the Navy Yard spur
track, about 3.27 miles.

From Traffic World. From Dick Pearson.

Do you like to attend model train shows? Do
you have an organizational mind? Would you
like to help the B&MRRHS? We are in need of
a Show Coordinator. If interested, please
contact Joe Shaw or any B&MRRHS officer
or director. Thank you, Joe Shaw.



Train DO-1 on the Conway Branch last
winter. This was the last winter of Boston &
Maine operation. DO-1 still runs, but now

under the auspices of the New Hampshire
North Coast.

SANTA FE EASTERN DIVISION???

A total of 35 former Santa Fe SD-26 (rebuilt
SD-24) locomotives have arrived on the Bos-
ton & Maine property, still in Santa Fe colors!
We have an addendum to the roster printed
last month, from Wayne Allen and Don
LeJeune.

Some of the units are still carrying their Santa
Fe numbers.

Santa Santa
Fe # B&M # Fe# B&M #
4600 615 4648 632
4601 616 4650 633
4603 617 4652 634
4604 618 4655 635
4605 619 4657 636
4606 620 4661 637
4607 621 4665 638
4612 622 4667 639
4613 623 4668 640
4617 624 4669 641
4618 625 4670 642
4627 626 4673 643
4640 627 4674 644
4641 628 4675 645
4644 629 4676 646
4645 630 4677 647
4646 631 4678 648
4679 649

Shop Talk ...

A check of Billerica Shop has the B&M 203
dismantled for a rebuild, the 203 was the first
GP 38-2 to be rebuilt back in the early 80’s,
since then every unit has been done but have
notbeen repainted to the IMRON blue scheme.
GP 40 #325 is BEING resurrected and may be
completed late January or February. GP 40
#322 is slowly being worked but will not be
completed for quite sometime. GP9's 1728,
1742, GP18 1848 inside and dismantled but
slow progress as priority is to keep the “Big
Ones” going. Work force is to a minimum at
all the facilities.

At Waterville the 286 & 291 (U23B) are still
under rebuilding process.

Those who have the Kalmbach'’s latest Diesel
Spoters Guide are fortunate to have something
of a celebrity on the cover. When you look at
the CONRAIL GP40 #3231 whatyou're actually
seeing isthe B&M 322 which was purchased a
few years back from CR. Unfortunately the
322 has had major problems and is still inside
Billerica Shops being rebuilt.

Next time you spot units in the 320 to 342
range numbers or the 470 & 471 look for the
stencil on the frame referring to them as
being SOLD and LEASED under an agreement
with the I.C.C.

The new addition to the E. Deerfield Shops
should be completed by spring of 1987. The
servicing tracks are all in and provide adequate
space fdr servicing and units ready for service.
Track work by the trailers and to the wheel
machine shop are still progressing.

The following Guilford units are the only ones
left that need to have two 98 channel radios
installed: 285, 286, 651, 653, 654, 659. All oth-
ers are complete providing that they're road
units.

The latest addition to the Guilford fleet is
from Morrison Knudson. Ex Norfolk Western

#2966 is currently being rebuilt at Billerica
Shops and will be put in revenue by early
January. Like her sister units the 693 has the
black NW paint,a“G” onthelonghoodand a
different insignia on the nose, this unit will
have a Maine Central lettered there.

A different type of “Billy the brakeman” is
being experimented with, necessitatingsome
units to be (permanently) M'U’'d by piping
through. Two such units are the B&M 358 &
369.

A plan for future use exclusively with GP38's
and 40's on EDMA, and EDSA is in the works
for next year sometime. More on this later. An
announcement like this paints a bleak picture
on the GP7's, 9's and 18’s.

While Billerica Shops are only able to handle
the “Big Units” currently a turn of events is in
the makings. Instead of permanently storing
GP7 1555 (B&M) robbing parts to keep the
1562 alive, it now appears that it will be just
the opposite. It's more feasible to keep the
1555 and store the 1562!!

ED-5 is using the 1575 exclusively, as the unit
is restricted for that job. The West End switcher
at East Deerfield still is SW9 1228. East End
switchers are still the MEC 934 & 935 MU'd.

Leased to Springfield Terminal at Woodland
on the MEC are B&M GP 18 1803, and EX
B&M SW-1 1118. Don LeJeune.

THE HUB DIVISION
SPRING SHOW
State: Massachusetts )
City: Framingham
Event: Spring Convention
Date: Saturday March 28, 1987
Location: Eagles Hall, Framingham, Park St.
Time: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM with banquet at 5:30
Donation: members $2.00, non-members $2.50,
children $1.25, family max $7.50; banquet
$8.50 pre-registered
Activities:
Dealers, displays, clinics, model contest,
movies, modules, videos, etc.
Contact:
Peter Watson
65 Branch Rd.
East Bridgewater, MA 02333
Tel. (617) 378-3582

A Maine Central GP-7 has been repainted into
Guilford colors and lettered for the Springfield
Terminal,and numbered Springfield Terminal
10. From Wayne Allen.

When is Claremont Depot not Claremont
Depot? When it's Chester or Bethel, VT, or
Rouses Point or Ogdensburg, NY. All these
stations are built on the same basic design!
Do you know any more look-alike stations?

* ok ok kK

DENNIS ADAMS, EDITOR
28 SUMMER STREET
EXETER, NH 03833

SCOTT WHITNEY, WEST END EDITOR
25 MAPLE AVENUE

CLAREMONT, NH 03743

Opinions expressed in the signed columns of
this Mewsletter are the opinions of those
authors of those columns, and do not neces-
sarily represent the opinions of the Society.
its Officers or members with respect to any
particular subject discussed in those columns.
The mention of commercial products in this
Newsletter is for the convenience of the
membership only, and in no way constitutes
endorsement by the Society, or any of its
officers or directors, nor will the Society be
responsible for the performance of any of
said commercial suppliers.



North Street (Salem, MA) construction pokes
along this winter on the Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority’s new station. Lights
are up on their poles and some paving went
down before the snow fell. The metal-siding
covered maintenance shed over a new spur
track at the North Street end of the branch is
to Peabody complete. It is difficult to see if
anyting is inside it, and there are track
machines parked outside.

In Swampscott, the track is back in service on
the new Burrill Street bridge at the station. The
bridge incorporates high level platforms similar
to others built during the service outage from
the Beverly bridge. Work on the parking lot
continues. From Steven Butterworth.

There are five “new” locomotives on their way
to the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Auth-
ority property, and may even be here by now.
They were on the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority (SEMTA), and their his-
tory is below. Thanks to Bill Crawford.

N.H. RAILROAD PLANS
COMEBACK FROM FIRE

New Hampshire’s smallest railroad, seven
miles and three employees, plans to rise out
of the ashes left by a fire that destroyed all of
its equipment. The Claremont & Concord
Railroad operates in Claremont, shuttling
freight for a half-dozen industries in the city.
A fire recently destroyed the enginehouse,
three engines, a crane, other equipment and
its office.

-Fhe railroad is acquiring a special engine
called a “trackmobile”, which will allow it to
move freight cars. The machine can be stored
off the track, eliminating the immediate need
for an enginehouse, which is used for storing
diesel locomotives and keeping them from
freezing. From the Boston Globe. From Steven
Butterworth.

SEMTA purchased units 4908, 4915, 4950 and 4952 from GTW in 1977. Units 901 and 902 have
been rebuilt from GP 9 to GP 10 models by lllinois Central Gulf Railroad, Paducah, Kentucky,
1979-80. Unit 905 is a former New Haven; Penn Central; Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority; and lllinois Central Gulf GP 9, purchased by SEMTA in 1979, as a remanufactured

unit. All units are 1,750 hp each.

(EMD is the Electro-Motive Division of the General Motors Corporation, LeGrange, lllinois.)

Road No. Built

Builder Class Comments

901 1957 EMD GP 10 ex-GTW 4908, rebuilt for SEMTA by
lllinois Central Gulf in 1978

902 1957 EMC GP 10 ex-GTW 4915, rebuilt for SEMTA by
lllinois Central Gulf in 1978

903 1960 EMD GP 18 ex-GTW 4950, to be rebuiit in 1983-84

904 1960 EMD GP 18 ex-GTW 4952, rebuilt by Peaker Services,
Inc., of Brighton, Michigan in 1981

905 1956 EMD GP 10 ex-MBTA 7559 (What comes around, goes
around! Ed.)

The following issues of the B&M BULLETIN
are available:

1977: Summer 2.00 *1983: Summer 3.25
1979: Spring  2.50 1983: Fall 3.95
1980: Fall 3.25 1983-84: Winter 3.95
1980-81: Winter 3.25 1985: March 3.95
*1981: Spring  3.26 1985: June 3.95
1981: Fall 3.25 1985: Sept. 3.95
1981-82: Winter 325  1985:Dec.,  3.95

1982: Spring  3.25 1986: April 3.95
1982-83: Winter 3.25 1986: July 3.95
1983: Spring  3.26 1986: Oct. 3.95

LR Y

B&M Modeling Guide $1.00
*Very limited supply left.

An additional charge for postage and handling

the above must be included -
$1.00 additional for orders totaling up to
$10.00.
10% of the total of the order when over
$10.00.

B&M/MEC Rail Motor Car Diagrams
$5.00 + $1.00 P&H = $6.00

1937 B&M Characteristics Charts
$5.00 + $1.00 P&H = $6.00

B&M Standard Track & Structures
$5.00 + $1.00 P&H = $6.00

Minuteman Steam (Frye), Soft bound
$6.95 + $1.50 P&H = $8.45
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The B&MRRHS has learned of the passing of
a member Clarence Daniels, Jr. of Temple,
NH. We extend our deepest sympathy to his
family and friends.

Boston & Maine Railroad Historical 'Society
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