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B&Meeting NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 1981 

8:00 P.M. 

NEWTON HIGHLANDS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

The A p r i l , 1981 meeting o f t h e S o c i e t y w i l l be a j o i n t m e e t i n g w i t h t h e Massachusetts 

Bay R a i l r o a d E n t h u s i a s t s . The Newton H i g h l a n d s C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church i s l o c a t e d one 

b l o c k west o f t h e MBTA Green L i n e s t a t i o n i n Newton H i g h l a n d s a t 54 L i n c o l n Avenue. 

The p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l be by Mr. H. A r n o l d W i l d e r and Mr. Dana Goodwin who w i l l p r e s e n t 

a s l i d e show o f steam r a i l r o a d i n g from t he 40 1s and 50's. There w i l l n o t be a meeting 

a t Woburn f o r t h e month o f A p r i l . 

MINUTES OF THE MARCH 1981 MEETING OF THE B&MRRHS 

The March 1981 m e e t i n g o f t h e B&MRRHS was c a l l e d t o o r d e r by P r e s i d e n t Malcolm Houck 

a t 8:15 P.M., March 14, 1981 i n t h e F i r s t P a r i s h U n i t a r i a n Church i n Woburn, MA. 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 75 members and guests were i n a t t e n d a n c e . John Alden r e p e a t e d h i s 

announcements p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e need f o r prompt NEWSLETTER response f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , 

as w e l l as t h e d e l a y s e x p e r i e n c e d i n NEWSLETTER d i s t r i b u t i o n t h r o u g h t h e m a i l . Malcolm 

Houck r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e Amherst Railway meeting was a success and t h a t he and Don C l e r k e 

had r e c r u i t e d a t l e a s t s i x new members f o r our S o c i e t y . Malcolm r e c a l l e d t h a t over 3000 

persons a t t e n d e d t h e meet i n g i n Amherst. John Alan R o d e r i c k mentioned t h e upcoming 

M y s t i c V a l l e y t r i p from Boston t o Rigb y , Maine. Joe Shaw announced t h a t t h e r e w i l l be 

an a u c t i o n a t o u r n e x t r e g u l a r meeting i n May and t h a t some m e m o r a b i l i a i n c l u d i n g l o c o 

m o t i v e w h i s t l e s w i l l be a u c t i o n e d i n t h r e e months a t one o f our r e g u l a r m e e t i n g s . Joe 

reminded a l l t h a t a u c t i o n m a t e r i a l i s always needed, as t h e a u c t i o n s h e l p t o pay B u l l e 

t i n expenses. The Business p o r t i o n o f t h e meet i n g was a d j o u r n e d and John Alan R o d e r i c k 

i n t r o d u c e d t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t f o r t he e v e n i n g . John a l s o announced t h a t n e x t month's 

meet i n g w i l l be a j o i n t meeting w i t h t h e Mass. Bay R a i l r o a d E n t h u s i a s t s on Thur s d a y , 

A p r i l 23, 1981 i n Newton H i g h l a n d s . John i n t r o d u c e d S c o t t Whitney and Gerry Babyok who 

pr e s e n t e d an i n t e r e s t i n g s l i d e show o f t h e p r e s e n t - d a y B&M, CV, D&H, Steamtown and even 

th e Western M a r y l a n d . The p h o t o g r a p h i c works o f Anthony Caruso were a l s o f e a t u r e d . 

The meeting a d j o u r n e d a t 9:40 P.M. as a l l i n a t t e n d a n c e expressed t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n 

f o r t h e f i n e s l i d e s w i t h a h e a r t y round o f a p p l a u s e . 

Robert M.J. Hagopian 

S e c r e t a r y , B&MRRHS 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM JOE SHAW: At t h e ne x t t h r e e meetings t h e r e w i l l be a u c t i o n e d o f f 

1 C.P.R. and 2 C.N.R. w h i s t l e s - one a t each meeting - s t a r t i n g b i d $100.00; a l s o , 

1 N.Y.C. L a n t e r n ( r e d l e n s ) - s t a r t i n g b i d $25.00. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON BOSTON & MAINE R.R-. HISTORY (FROM B..& M.R.R. EMPLOYES' MAG.) 

50 YEARS AGO - A p r i l - M a y 1931, V o l . 8, No. 11 - F r o n t Cover photo shows i n t e r i o r o f 

one o f new Deluxe R o l l e r - B e a r i n g Day Coach; l e a d i n g a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "We E s t a b l i s h a 

New i n s t i t u t i o n i n New Eng l a n d " , d e t a i l e d account o f "The SNOW TRAIN" w i t h photo o f 

t r a i n w i t h passengers g e t t i n g o f f ; l a s t run was on March 22nd t o G r e e n f i e l d , N.H. -

l a r g e s t number o f passengers on one day was February 22nd t o W i l t o n , N.H. "Tower 'A* 

Key t o N o r t h S t a t i o n i s moved 35 f e e t w i t h No D i s t u r b a n c e t o S e r v i c e . " "Our New 

C e n t r a l i z e d T r a f f i c C o n t r o l I n s t a l l a t i o n s a r e L a r g e s t i n t h e W o r l d " a c c o r d i n g t o P.E. 

P f e i f e r , A s s i s t a n t General Manager - l o n g e s t s t r e t c h on t h e Stony Brook between No. 

Chelmsford and t h e W i l l o w s . Two l o c o m o t i v e p h o t o s : ( l ) No. 4002 2 - 8 - 4 f r e i g h t locomo

t i v e and (2) 3689 4-6-2 green and g o l d l o c o m o t i v e on t h e " F l y i n g Yankee". F i n a l a r t i 

c l e "Deluxe R o l l e r B e a r i n g Day Coaches Make H i t on 'The F l y i n g Yankee', 'Pine Tree 

L i m i t e d ' , and o t h e r t r a i n s " ; d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e cars t h a t were on e x h i b i t i o n a t Boston 

and P o r t l a n d , ME - 2 i n t e r i o r v i e w s . 

25 YEARS AGO - A p r i l 1956 i n t h e March i s s u e . 

B&Members 
From Dora Lamson, Membership S e c r e t a r y - New Members i n c l u d e : GILBERT MCINTYRE, 330 

B r a d l e y S t . , Saco, ME 04072; CM. TAYLOR, Box 3 1 , New London, NH 03257; DONALD S. 
CULL1NANE, 217 M y r t l e Ave., P o r t s m o u t h , NH 038OI; RICHARD J . WATSON, 48 Amherst Ave., 
Feeding H i l l s , MA 01030; WARDNER C. ANGELL, P.O. Box 145, B r a t t l e b o r o , VT 05301; 

JOHN F. O'KEEFE, P.O. Box 2 2 1 , Montague, MA 01351; V0LNEY BL0DGETT, 68 Stony H i l l Rd., 

Amherst, MA~0~100~2~f SILAS BrHAYDEN, 36 Warwick Ave., WaTtham,- MA02154y MARY ELIZABETH -
BEL0IN, 188 Cherry S t . , M i l f o r d , CT 06460; JOHN MCGRATH, 655 Champlain Dr., C o n w a l l , 

O n t a r i o K6H 6H9; MARK G. G10NET, 15 Michelman Ave., Northampton, MA 01060; KENNETH B. 

HAMMARSTR0M, R t . 1 , Box 5A, P i e r c e C i t y , M0 65725; STAN E. MAXWELL, 4 Tokanel Rd., 

Windham, NH 03087. 

B&MemOS - NEWS OF NOTE: 

" P r o f i t f o r B.&M." - Boston H e r a l d , 3/13/81 - January '81 n e t income o f $393,506. 

From ALAN E. MACM1LLAN, JR., B e v e r l y , MA, 2/25/81 - "Thought you'd be i n t e r e s t e d i n a 

c o u p l e o f s o u t h - s i d e news i t e m s : As you know B&M t r a i n s e r v i c e t o P r o v i d e n c e , Rl ended 

F r i d a y , Feb. 2 0 t h , e n d i n g a l m o s t 4 y e a r s o f B&M o p e r a t i o n i n t o Rhode I s l a n d . The l a s t 

t r a i n was No. 526 f r o m P r o v i d e n c e , w h i c h a r r i v e d i n t h e p o u r i n g r a i n a t South S t a t i o n 

w i t h 38 p a s s e n g e r s , 12 minutes l a t e (due 6:20 PM.) a m i d s t no f a n f a r e w h a t s o e v e r . No 

p h o t o g r a p h e r s , no company o f f i c i a l s - j u s t a n o t h e r n i g h t ' s o p e r a t i o n s . Except t h a t was 

th e b e g i n n i n g o f what appears t o be t h e end f o r a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f B&M commuter s e r 

v i c e s a t a v e r y i n o p p o r t u n e t i m e . The c o n s i s t o f t h e l a s t t r a i n i n c l u d e d a m i x t u r e o f 

th e new and o l d : Ex. N.H. RDC 70, e x . B&M RDC 6105, e x . N.H. RDC 75, e x . B&M RDC 6124 
and MBTA F-40 PH-2 #1016, one o f t h e l a s t f i v e F -40's, d e l i v e r e d t h i s y e a r . A n o t h e r 

i n t e r e s t i n g i t e m - how's t h i s f o r an Amtrak c o n s i s t t o a r r i v e a t South S t a t i o n : (Sunday, 

Feb. 22nd) Bombadier LRC l o c o m o t i v e #39, AEM-7 e l e c t r i c l o c o m o t i v e #902, LRC coach #45 
and LRC l o c o m o t i v e #38. T h i s c o n s i s t i s here f o r a week o f t e s t i n g c l e a r a n c e s f o r 

f u t u r e e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n o f Amtrak's S h o r e l i n e f r o m New Haven t o B o s t o n , t h i s i n s p i t e o f 

an a r t i c l e i n t h e F r i d a y , Feb. 2 0 t h Boston Globe which says Amtrak f u n d i n g may be c u t 

33% and t h e proposed Boston e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n w i l l n o t t a k e p l a c e i f t h e Reagan a d m i n i s 

t r a t i o n has i t s way." 

From DON LEJEUNE, Peabody, MA, 3/10/81 - '"EXTRA'S Out a B i l l e r i c a 1 - GP-40 #303 i s 

shopped f o r a new power assembly, t h i s i s t h e f i r s t GP-40 t o be t o r n down t o check on 

wear and t e a r , and r e s u l t s have shown t h a t t h e s e b i g u n i t s a r e h o l d i n g up l i k e i r o n . 

( c o n t ' . d ) 
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The 801 ( y a r d s w i t c h e r ) was shopped l a s t week f o r d e r a i l m e n t damage. On 3/7 t h e f i r s t 

y a r d s w i t c h e r t o g e t t h e new Boston and Maine w o r d i n g t r e a t m e n t and IMRON p a i n t j o b 

l e f t t h e shops. The 1131 g o t t h e h o n o r s . GP-9 1703 i s s t i l l b e i n g worked on f o r major 

r e b u i l d i n g . GP-9 1 704 i s due i n t h i s week o r n e x t f o r a r e w i r i n g j o b , l e a v i n g t h e 1700, 
1734,"and t h e 1740 parked b e h i n d t h e shops. News t h a t we've a l l been w a i t i n g f o r , 

GP-18 1826 l e f t t h e shops on 3/5 c o m p l e t e l y f i n i s h e d , i t was rumored t h a t i t w i l l be 

h e a v i l y used on t h e Conn. R i v e r and CV r o u t e s t o g e t maximum use. A t f i r s t i t was 

r e q u e s t e d f o r Boston b u t i t was d e t e r m i n e d t h a t i t c o u l d be p u t t o b e t t e r use where 

i t ' s now w o r k i n g . The 1221 ( y a r d sw.) w i l l be b r o u g h t i n n e x t week f o r r e p a i r s . 

GP-9 1729 i s due i n n e x t week f o r main g e n e r a t o r p r o b l e m s . GP-7's 1562 and 1569 a r e 

b o t h a w a i t i n g work a t B i l l e r i c a shops. A l l u n i t s shopped f o r r e p a i r s and have n o t g o t 

t h e new p a i n t scheme w i l l now r e c e i v e i t upon l e a v i n g B i l l e r i c a . *** Power on SAED 

f o r 3/6 GP-9 1731, 1711, GP-7 1555; 3/8 GP-9, 1747, 1705; 3/9 GP-7's 1564, 1558; 3/10 
GP-9's 1731-1706; 3/11 GP-9 1749, GP-8 1754, GP-9 1712; 3/12 GP-9 1747, GP-1'8 1750, GP-9 
1705. The 1555 has been u t i l i z e d as t h e 1459 s w i t c h e r j o b o u t o f Salem s i n c e i t a r r i v e d 

i n Salem, t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e month, s i n c e t h e n i t ' s come and gone t w i c e . *** Two new 

female t r a i n d i r e c t o r s have been p o s t i n g a t Salem Tower l a t e l y . I've been f o r t u n a t e t o 

have been a b l e t o speak w i t h them t o f a m i l i a r i z e our members, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e w i t h 

s c a n n e r s . F i r s t , I i n t e r v i e w e d Susan Madigan fr o m Lynn a c o u p l e o f months ago, f r o m 

t h a t i n t e r v i e w she r e c e i v e d a f u l l page i n t e r v i e w f r o m t h e l o c a l newspapers a l o n g w i t h 

p h o t o s . L a s t word i s t h a t Susan i s now w o r k i n g as a T r a i n D i s p a t c h e r i n B i l l e r i c a . 

M i c h e l l e M a t t e , now w i t h t h r e e y e a r s on t h e r a i l r o a d i s s i n g l e , i n her t h i r t i e s , f r o m 

L o w e l l , now r e s i d e s i n Waltham. She h i r e d on because she needed a j o b and t h o u g h t she'd 

g i v e t h e r a i l r o a d a go. M i c h e l l e has worked as a y a r d c l e r k i n Lawrence and Dover, as 

w e l l as T r a i n D i r e c t o r p o s t i n g a t Tower H, and W i n c h e s t e r . Kathy Aldham, age 24, now 

l i v e s i n M e d f o r d , she's a l s o s i n g l e and has two and a h a l f y e a r s on t h e r a i l r o a d . Her 

way o f h i r i n g on was a b i t d i f f e r e n t t han M i c h e l l e ' s . W h i l e a t t e n d i n g school a t Bunker 

H i l l Community C o l l e g e she asked a f r i e n d f o r a r i d e t o B i l l e r i c a where she f i l l e d an 

a p p l i c a t i o n , t h a t was back i n March o f '77- Well as i t t u r n e d o u t she g o t a l e t t e r t o 

appear f o r an i n t e r v i e w w h i l e her f r i e n d never heard a n o t h e r word about t h e j o b , w e l l , 

t o t h i s day she says t h a t she was v e r y s u r p r i s e d and happy t o g e t on t h e r a i l r o a d b u t 

c a n ' t b u t h e l p f e e l bad t h a t her f r i e n d d i d n ' t make i t . A t p r e s e n t , Kathy p o s t s t h e 

3rd t r i c k 5 Tower r e l i e f j o b s a t Salem, W i n c h e s t e r , Waltham, Towers H and X B o s t o n . 

*** Passenger s e r v i c e t o Gardner may be t e r m i n a t e d i f r i d e r s h i p doesn't i n c r e a s e ; i t ' s 

been noted t h a t a t some runs t h e t r a i n s have had no more than 12 p e o p l e on b o a r d . *** 

Word has i t t h a t on 3/9 GP-40 #306 b u r n t o u t a j o u r n a l and had t o be p u t o f f on a s i d 

i n g a t W r i g h t s . On t h e f o l l o w i n g day t h e 1221 o u t o f E. D f l d . b r o u g h t i t i n a t a 

s n a i l ' s pace. *** Word has been heard o f more towers c l o s i n g by t h e end o f t h e y e a r . 

F i r s t i n l i n e i s W i n c h e s t e r . P o s s i b l y Tower H b u t t h a t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t because o f 

t h e C o n r a i l t r a c k a g e t h a t goes r i g h t p a s t . F i n a l l y , L o well Tower may n o t c l o s e b u t i t 

w i l l l o s e some o f i t s i n t e r l o c k i n g s , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e MBTA has r i g h t s o v e r t h e l i n e , 

a n d B i l l e r i c a w i l l p i c k up t h e s l a c k . *** Ever wonder where, how, and why power i s 

t u r n e d on t h e B&M? A t p r e s e n t i t was. t o l d t o me t h a t t h e r e a r e o n l y two known places, 

t o d a t e t h a t power i s una.bl e t o be t u r n e d f r o m m a j o r y a r d s . F i r s t , M a nchester, NH and 

s e c o n d l y , Concord, NH. Concord has a t u r n t a b l e b u t has been o u t o f s e r v i c e f o r o v e r a 

y e a r now. A l l o t h e r major y a r d s have t u r n t a b l e s o r wyes, o r has p e r m i s s i o n o f a n o t h e r 

r a i l r o a d t o use t h e i r f a c i l i t i e s . Engines r u n n i n g down f r o m Concord o r Manchester go. 

as f a r as t h e wye a t N o r t h Chelmsford w i t h t h e i r t r a i n s where t h e y can be " l a s h e d - u p " 

t o t h e i r p r e f e r e n c e . T h i s i s n o t an everyday o c c u r r e n c e a t N. Chelmsford b u t i t i s 

done t h e r e . Power g o i n g t o t h e s e p o i n t s t r a d i t i o n a l l y have one o f i t s u n i t s f a c i n g i n 

t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n f o r t h e r e t u r n r u n . Note: In Massachusetts i t ' s l e g a l t o run 

y o u r power backwards whereas i n Maine i t ' s a g a i n s t t h e l a w . *** Paul C a r r o l l , J r . i s 

1/2 o f t h e f a t h e r and son team o f t r a i n d i r e c t o r s , Paul s e n i o r has h e l d t h e p o s t a t 

Tower A f o r many ye a r s w h i l e Paul j u n i o r worked w i t h h i s Dad and a l l t h e o t h e r t o w e r s . 

A n a t i v e o f Lowell he's been on t h e r a i l r o a d f o r about f i v e y e a r s , and c u r r e n t l y works 

t h e f i r s t t r i c k r e l i e f a t Salem Tower." 
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From GREGORY COX, Hawley, MA, 2/21/81 - "Some news fr o m t h e C o n n e c t i c u t R i v e r l i n e and 

th e west end. Having n o t e d t h a t t h e boxcars were s t i l l parked on t h e C e n t r a l Mass l i n e 

a t Northampton i n t h e l a s t l e t t e r , t h e y have n a t u r a l l y been removed by now, a t l e a s t by 

th e Damon Road c r o s s i n g . Where t o I don't know. The argument between t h e r a i l r o a d and 

th e s h i p p e r s on t h e T u r n e r s F a l l s branch goes o n - t h e s h i p p e r s a r e s e e k i n g t o have t h e 

ICC p r e v e n t t h e $500 s u r c h a r g e and t h e t h r e a t e n e d abandonment o f t h e branch by t h e B&M 

i f t h e s u r c h a r g e i s d i s a l l o w e d . An a r t i c l e i n l a s t week's G r e e n f i e l d Recorder s t a t e d 

t h a t t h e Montague Development Commission was s t u d y i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f h a v i n g a s h o r t -

l i n e o p e r a t o r o p e r a t e t h e b r a n c h . A n o t h e r a r t i c l e i n t h e Recorder d i s c u s s e d a v i s i t by 

some s t a t e s e n a t o r t o East D e e r f i e l d c o n c e r n i n g moving t h e Boston Engine T e r m i n a l main

tenance work t o East D e e r f i e l d . Seems t h e c h o i c e i s t o be made between East D e e r f i e l d 

o r M echanicvi11e — about 75 j o b s would be added. An engine house employee t o l d me 

t h a t new employees would f i r s t come f r o m employees f u r l o u g h e d by o t h e r departments b u t 

would be system employees ( n o t E. D e e r f i e l d o r M e c h a n i c v i 1 l e o r B i l l e r i c a a s s i g n e d b u t 

a s s i g n a b l e wherever t h e r a i l r o a d wants t h e m ) . *** Now t h e Conn. R i v e r : I have a few 

q u e s t i o n s about t h e i r c u r r e n t o p e r a t i o n s — how many t r a i n s each way per day a r e b e i n g 

o p e r a t e d ? The reason I ask i s t h a t around t h e b e g i n n i n g o f February I watched 3 SB's 
a t Holyoke: t h e CVSP, what I assumed was t h e EDSP, and a t h i r d w h i c h had B&M p l u s CPR 

power and a CPR caboose. The l a s t t i m e I saw CPR power on t h e lo w e r Conn. R i v e r was 

l a t e 1979 when 3 t r a i n s each way were b e i n g o p e r a t e d - CPSP + SPCP, CVSP + SPCV, and 

POSP + SPPO. What 1 assumed was t h e EDSP t h a t day had B&M power (2 300 's + 1 200) and 

100+ c a r s , t h e c o n t a i n e r s and piggybacks as usual p l u s many MEC's and BAR's and a B&M 

caboose. The CVSP had B&M and CV GP-9's, a CN caboose (as u s u a l ) and CV, CN and Ver

mont i n t e r c h a n g e c a r s . Conn. R i v e r t r a i n l e n g t h s seem t o be l o n g e r ( I o n l y see them 

once o r t w i c e per week) and c o n t a i n e r and pi g g y b a c k t r a f f i c southbound i s d e f i n i t e l y up 

(20 car's on CVSP on t h e 19th) and I was wondering i f CPSP was back i n t o b e i n g ( I have

n ' t heard i t on the- scanner b u t I've been b u s y ) . -The-Conn. R i v e r had a min o r d e r a i l 

ment a t Northampton on 11 J a n . 1981. 3 o r 4 c a r s o f SPCV d e r a i l e d c 1800 h r s . between 

th e s i d i n g and t h e W h e e l w r i g h t branch s w i t c h e s , f o u l i n g t h e main and c r e a t i n g problems 

due t o t h e i n t e n s e c o l d . The E. D e e r f i e l d w r e c k e r was c a l l e d o u t and SPED had t o p i c k 

up t h e remainder o f t h e t r a i n and then t r y t o g e t t o D e e r f i e l d b e f o r e o u t l a w i n g . W h i l e 

th e w r e c k e r was u s i n g t h e s i d i n g t h e t r a c k s were o u t o f s e r v i c e (5~6 h r s . ) and t h e main 

was o u t o f s e r v i c e a day o r t w o . F u r t h e r problems were caused on t h e Conn. R i v e r by 

th e v e r y h a r d r a i n s and t h a w i n g snow on 11 F e b r u a r y . The CV a t Vernon went o u t o f s e r 

v i c e because an underpass washed o u t j u s t ahead o f a NB CV t r a i n . That t r a i n had t o go 

back t o E. D e e r f i e l d t o a l l o w a w o r k t r a i n f r o m E. D e e r f i e l d t o f i x t h i n g s up. The l o c a l 

was n o r t h o f Vernon a t t h e t i m e and had t o go back t o B r a t t l e h o r o t o t i e up. F u r t h e r 

n o r t h t h e B e l l o w s F a l l s t u n n e l was d e c l a r e d o u t o f s e r v i c e because i t had w a t e r 6" deep 

o v e r t h e r a i l s . Down around Old D e e r f i e l d t h e Easthampton l o c a l had t o proceed a t a 

w a l k p a s t a work crew which was t r y i n g t o sho r e up a t r a c k s i d e bank by u s i n g o l d r a i l s 

f o r v e r t i c a l p i l e s . *** The West End has a l s o had i t s problems from t h e r a i n s . On 

11 Feb. an EB d i s c o v e r e d a washout a t Montague and beyond t h a t i t found t r e e s down 

ac r o s s t h e e a s t b o u n d . The r a i n s o f 20 Feb. caused problems up a t Rice's when t h e 

t r a c k s went under w a t e r and s l o w e r and s l o w e r s l o w o r d e r s had t o be i s s u e d . On t h e 

more mundane s i d e ! saw 310, 314, f 202 ( i n new p a i n t ) WB a t Charlemont w i t h 114 c a r s 

c 1700 h r s . on 10 J a n . 1981. 1570 ( a l s o i n new p a i n t ) was on t h e l o c a l a t Charlemont 

on 17 J a n . and 1 saw a 1500 and a 1700 on a r a i l t r a i n t h e r e on 19 Feb. *** Q u i t e a 

b i t o f media p l a y has been g i v e n t o t h e problems o f C o n r a i l ( T r a i n s a r t i c l e s n o t w i t h 

s t a n d i n g ) and e s p e c i a l l y I t s problems i n New En g l a n d . The consensus seems t o be t h a t 

Congress i s no l o n g e r w i l l i n g t o f u n d i t s massive d e f i c i t s w i t h so l i t t l e p r o g r e s s and 

t h a t t h e Reagan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l n o t f u n d them. The upshot i s t h a t many p o l i t i c i a n s 

a r e concerned t h a t ConRail New England i s l i k e l y t o be d i s s o l v e d and s p l i t up. WFSB TV 

i n H a r t f o r d r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e P r o v i d e n c e & W o r c e s t e r had o f f e r e d t o t a k e o v e r v a r i o u s 

C o n n e c t i c u t l i n e s b u t t h a t i n t e r e s t i n t h e Massachusetts l i n e s was much l e s s . We'll 

see. Such i s t h e news f o r now. *** 2/22/81 - Today 1 heard t h e Conn. R i v e r d i s p a t c h e r 

t a l k w i t h b o t h t h e CVSP and CPSP ( c a l l e d t h e CP j o b ) and r e f e r r e d t o an o i l t a n k dropped 

by EDSP a t Old D e e r f i e l d , so I would guess t h a t t h e y a r e r u n n i n g 3 t r a i n s / d a y SB ( p l u s 

t h e Amtrak and ED-1) and perhaps a l s o n o r t h b o u n d . " 
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From COOS COUNTY DEMOCRAT, 3/4/81 - "3 c a r s d e r a i l e d a t L a n c a s t e r , NH. T r a i n heads 

towards Groveton w i t h 22 c a r s . " (Thanks t o Mr. Wi lder.) 

From ERVING J . LAWARE, Wilbr a h a m , MA, 2/18/81 - "HI I In p a s s i n g on 1/27/81 CV Eng. 4450, 

BM 1747, 1711 and CV 4925 (CV B l u e b i r d ) seen i n S p r i n g f i e l d w i t h s w i t c h o f t h e month 

b e i n g 1222. The SPCV power i s used f o r t r a n s f e r work t o C o n R a i l ; t h i s d a t e CV Eng 4450 

went aground on t h e ConRail diamond a t S p r i n g Tower b l o c k i n g a l l t r a f f i c E a s t , West and 

South on C o n r a i l . C o n r a i l wreck f r o m W. S p r i n g f i e l d o v e r i n t h e speed o f l i t e t o r i g h t 

t h e wrong and s e t CV 4450 on i t s merry way. L o t s o f p i g g y ' s g o i n g up t h e Conn. R i v e r . 

More ConRail buggy's i n B&M y a r d than CN & B&M buggy's. Amtrak's M o n t r e a l e r can be 

seen w i t h CN A l c o Passenger Engine on t h e l e a d on more o c c a s i o n s , t h e y go as f a r as 

New Haven." 

From H. B. CROUCH - "On Feb. 19, 1981, B&M #4265A r e t i r e d and s o l d t o N.R.H.S. - C e n t r a l 

New York Chapter - M a r c e l l u s , N.Y." 

From MORRIN E. HAZEL, No. Revere, MA - "Bad News f o r R a i l P r o j e c t " - t h e R e p o r t e r , No. 

Conway, N.H. 2/25/81 - i t appears t h a t t h e Conway Br a n c h , N o r t h o f Ossipee i s n o t 

e l i g i b l e f o r Federal f u n d i n g - "East Branch". 

From THOMAS L. UNDERWOOD, JR., A r l i n g t o n , VA - from t h e FEDERAL REGISTER, 3/5/81, re 

N o r t h e r n R.R. and Boston & Maine - new l e a s e - 2 pages. Reducing annual r e n t f r o m 

$189,109 t o $80,000 p r i n c i p a l change. Thanks. 

From MICHAEL C. LENNON, Manchester, NH - News i t e m s : ( l ) B&M t o abandon G o f f s t o w n L i n e , 

f r o m G o f f s t o w n News 2/11/81; (2) The Choo-Choo D e r a i l e d - Concord, NH - Boston s e r v i c e 

i s n o t t o c o n t i n u e , f r o m Nashua, NH T e l e g r a p h . 

From BILL HOLMAN, L a c o n i a , NH - Several news Items: ( l ) N.H. P.U.C. o r d e r e d Improvements 

a t t h r e e grade c r o s s i n g s i n Rochester - N. Cross Road, F r a n k l i n S t r e e t , and P o r t l a n d 

. S t r e e t , ( f r o m Concord Union L e a d e r ) ; (2) L i t t l e t o n , NH, 3/2/81 - A t t e m p t e d d e r a i l m e n t 

o f B & M ' f r e i g h t t r a i n , ( f r o m Union L e a d e r ) ; (3) New Firm w i l l Run C o n c o r d - L i n c o l n L i n e 

( f r o m Laconia C i t i z e n ) . 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ACTON: ( l ) The HOME & HOBBY CENTER, f o r m e r l y l o c a t e d i n West Concord, 

MA, i s now i n Nagog Square, Route 2A, A c t o n , MA. (2) Member, H. M. B l o d g e t t has been 

a p p o i n t e d V i c e P r e s i d e n t , Cambridgeport Savings Bank. 

14L NOTES FROM A SONIC VANTAGE POINT by Don Tead, P a r k e r S t . , S. A c t o n , MA 

Thr response t o my r e q u e s t f o r comments on my m o n t h l y w h i s t l i n g n o t es has been c a t a 

c l y s m i c - one l e t t e r ! I am a b i t d i s c o u r a g e d a f t e r t h e hours s p e n t each month t h i n k i n g 

and w r i t i n g t h e notes b u t i t i s an i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e f a c t t h a t more p e o p l e l o o k and t a k e 

p i c t u r e s t h a n l i s t e n and o p e r a t e a t a p e r e c o r d e r . How many o f you w o u l d be i n t e r e s t e d 

i n my c a s s e t t e idea covered I n l a s t month's NEWSLETTER - i f i t reaches f r u i t i o n ? (What 

j_s_ d i s c o u r a g i n g i s t h e t h o u g h t o f e d i t i n g 1500 - 2000 t r a i n s on 100 c a s s e t t e s and 60 

r e e l - t o - r e e l t a p e s . ) The heavy wet snow on February 2 5 t h h i t t h e S-5TR horns on t h e 

F-40's h a r d . 1000, 1007 and 1009 each sounded t h e two r e a r - f a c i n g b e l l s o n l y l One o f 

t h e r e e l - t o - r e e l t a p es I made l a s t summer i s d e l i g h t f u l - a l m o s t 45 minutes o f c o n t i n u 

ous m o c k i n g b i r d song p l u s one o r two t r a i n s . The c r u e l e s t t h i n g t h e B&M has done t o me 

s i n c e I moved here a y e a r ago l a s t January was t o t a k e away "my" B0SE and MEB0. I 

e n j o y e d t h e heavy pounding b e a t o f two o r more 300's and a l m o s t f e l t t h e p i c t u r e s on 

t h e wal ls v i b r a t i n g ! Can anyone t e l l me a t w h i c h t h r o t t l e p o s i t i o n t h i s d i s t i n c t i v e 

" b e a t i n g " o c c u r s ? My address i s : Donald K. Tead, 130 P a r k e r S t . , A c t o n , MA 01720. 

Good l i s t e n i n g ! 
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LATE NEWS FLASH fr o m FRANK K. HAGGERTY, Andover, MA, 2/25/81 - M. & L. B r . "Local 

f r e i g h t on ground a f t e r d r o p p i n g c o i l c a r P. & L. E. 42137 a t Z u r b a c k , Salem, NH... 

car I v . I r w i n , PA 1/28/81 URR.-PLE.-CR.-B&M. 

" F l o r i d a by r a i l - p r i c e i s r i g h t " , Boston Globe, 2/8/81, by Wm. A. Davis - good w r i t e u p 

on t r a v e l by t r a i n t o F l o r i d a and p l a c e s t h a t a r e s e r v e d by r a i l t h e r e . (Thanks t o 

B. DAWSON, West Medford.) 

A l s o on AMTRAK by David Rogers, Boston Globe, 2/8/81, "Plans t o t r i m Amtrak a r e 

opposed", and i n Boston H e r a l d , 3/16 ( A P ) , " E f f e c t o f Amtrak c u t s D i s p u t e d " -- W i l l t h e 

N o r t h e a s t C o r r i d o r be a l l t h a t ' s l e f t ? ? ? 

"AMTRAK CUTBACK OPPOSED IN SENATE", photo P r e s . A l a n S. Boyd, Boston H e r a l d , 3/24/81. 

Boston Globe, 3/10/81, by Fred P i l l s b u r y , "End o f t h e f i n a n c i a l l i n e f o r C o n r a i l ? " 

R e s u l t s o f s t u d i e s made by v a r i o u s agencies c o n c e r n i n g o p e r a t i o n s , e t c . , o f C o n r a i l -

some improvements made. ( f r o m B i l l H ellmann, Sudbury, MA) 

P i x - Boston H e r a l d , 3/16/81, C o n r a i l ' s new H i - R a i l c l e a r a n c e t r u c k c h e c k i n g t r a c k 

c l e a r a n c e a t G a l l i t z i n Tunnel i n Penn. 

South M i d d l e s e x News, 2/24/81, i t e m e n t i t l e d " T r a i n d e r a i l s on C h a r l e s bank" w i t h photos 

B e l l i n g h a m , MA " T r a i n was on i t s way f r o m Framingham t o M i l f o r d -- had s a l t f o r G r a f t o n 

and Upton R. R." •• - - • - — • • • -

"THE T".by R i c h a r d Lamere, Boston H e r a l d , 3/3/81, Large l a y o f f e f f e c t i v e March 2 1 s t . . . 

a l s o , Boston H e r a l d 3/13, e d i t o r i a l "Carmen's t a c t i c s c o u l d b a c k f i r e . . . " . " I t l o o k s 

l i k e t h e end o f t h e MBTA l i n e f o r poor o l 1 C h a r l i e " , Boston H e r a l d , 2/26/81 by Suzanne 

Perney. "Union Head urges 1-day s t a t e s t r i k e " by Paul S u l l i v a n , Boston H e r a l d , 3/9-

A 2-car s p e c i a l o p e r a t e d t h r u So. Acton March 13th f o r p r o s p e c t i v e o p e r a t o r s o f com

mu t i n g s e r v i c e s . . . b y Don Tead. 

FOR SALE: A B&M L i b r a r y : 21 i s s u e s B&M B u l l e t i n d a t i n g t o 1975; The C e n t r a l Mass; 

Through Covered B r i d g e s t o Concord; and V a n i s h i n g M a r k e r s , Employees TT #57, 9/27/53. 
$65.00 p o s t p a i d , t h e l o t . C o n t a c t : F r e d r i k C. Bruhn, 91 Dartmouth Dr., L e x i n g t o n , OH 

44904. 

Would l i k e t o purchase s l i d e s o f B&M passenger and f r e i g h t o p e r a t i o n s i n P o r t s m o u t h , NH 

area e a r l y 1960's. C o n t a c t : Robert V i b b e r t , J r . , 257 Avenel S t . , A v e n e l , NJ 07001. 

From Mrs. Carmel F. J a n e l l e , 401 T h o r n t o n S t . , Manchester, NH 03102 - She would l i k e any 

i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r m e r B&M employees: Alphonse D a i g l e , worked as brakeman 

i n 1910, 90 Lock S t . , Nashua; Joseph D a i g l e , worked as brakeman i n 1924, 34 y e a r s o l d , no 

a d d r e s s ; Leonard D a i g l e , worked as brakeman i n 1923, 3 Sal v a i l C t . , Nashua. 

AMTRAKs 

C Report 

opics 

B&Marketplace 

WANTED: Purchase o r t r a d e - T r a i n Orders from v a r i o u s l o c a t i o n s . C o n t a c t : Dr. Edward 

Metz, 1120 4 t h West, Kemmerer, WY 83101 -
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FOR SALE: . 10 hard-bound volumes o f New Hampshire R.R. Commission Annual Reports 1891 — 

1900. $100.00. ( W i l l n o t break l o t . ) C o n t a c t : G. M. K i d d e r , R.D. #9 , A c t o n , MA 01720. 

WANTED: P i l o t - e i t h e r S t a n d a r d o r Snowplow f o r PFM B&M B-15c 2-6-0. S t a t e p r i c e and 

c o n d i t i o n . C o n t a c t : Roger B. Robar, 17 Pine S t . , Lisbon,. NH 03585-

WANTED: D u p l i c a t e S l i d e s , c o l o r e d and b&w p r i n t s o f B&M 1700 s e r i e s , d o u b l e door 

" B r o o k s i d e " M i l k Cars. C o n t a c t : T. J . T r a v e r s , 40 J u n i p e r Lane, R u t l a n d , MA 015^3-

WANTED: B&M B u l l e t i n s , V o l . I / 1 , t o V o l . I V , # 1 , w i l l i n c l u d e i n s a l e 25 issues o f " R a i l 

T r a v e l News" f r o m V o l . 7, No. 3 t o V o l . 8, No. 6 (Feb. '77 - A p r . '78). C o n t a c t : Paul 

J . B a l l a r d , 526 W i l l o u g h b y Lane, S t . L o u i s , M0 63119- (Former B&M Brakeman). Repeat. 

B&Misc. 
From TARRY G00CH, Solana Beach, CA - "As a boy i n Manchester, NH (my b i r t h p l a c e ) d u r i n g 

I947-48 (age 11 - 12) , I remember w e l l t h e M i n u t e Man emblem on t h e B&M E-7A and F-2A u n i t s 

(and FTs which never r e c e i v e d t h e emblem, a p p a r e n t l y , as t h e p a r t i n g / c u r v i n g o f t h e 

s t r i p e s i n f r o n t was t o o c l o s e t o g e t h e r f o r o n e ) , and t h e Pine Tree emblem on t h e occa

s i o n a l MEC E-7A t h r o u g h town (used i n p o o l e d s e r v i c e , I suppose) - p e r f e c t , b e a u t i f u l 

h e r a l d s , on t h e maroon and y e l l o w u n i t s . A l l t h e o t h e r B&M d i e s e l u n i t s c a r r i e d t h e 

MM h e r a l d , I t h i n k , u n t i l t h e change (E-8A) o c c u r r e d : NW-; SW-; F-3A; F-7A; RS-2,3; S-; 
GP-7,9; b u t , we moved b e f o r e I had a chance t o see any o f t h e s e (and d i d n ' t see any 

d i e s e l y a r d engines i n Manchester a t t h e t i m e ) . My f a v o r i t e power, t h o u g h , was ( i s ) B&M 

steam, p r i n c i p a l l y t h e R-l-d and P-4-a,b w h i c h f r e q u e n t e d t h e 112 l b . main t r a c k s t e e l 

t h r o u g h Manchester i n ' 4 7 - l 4 8 . Other c l a s s e s commonly a s s i g n e d a t o r t h r o u g h my home 

town were t h e G-10, 11; B-15; K-7; P-2-b,c; P~3-a; and, P-5-a (ex-DL&W K-? c l a s s ) w h i c h 

I r e c a l l d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . I t appeared t h a t t h e l a t t e r (P~5 _a c l a s s ) had n o t been 

a p p r e c i a b l y a l t e r e d / m o d i f i e d i n appearance, i f a t a l l , by t h e B&M, e x c e p t o f c o u r s e , 

e n g i n e numbers and t h e l a r g e , b u t c l a s s y and wel 1 - s t y l e d / p . r o p o r t i o n e d road name l e t t e r 

i n g on t h e t e n d e r s ( w h i t e and red 'two d i m e n s i o n a l ' o r 'shaded' eng. n o s . and l e t t e r s ) . 

The o n l y o t h e r steam power l e t t e r e d i n t h i s c l a s s i c o r 'modern' s t y l e , w h i c h I can remem

b e r , was t h e P~3-a and t h e m a g n i f i c e n t , supremely handsome R-l-d and P -4-a,b. A l l o t h e r 

steam, i t seems, had t h e ' s t a n d a r d ' r e c t a n g u l a r w h i t e road name h e r a l d on t h e t e n d e r and 

w h i t e e n g i n e numbers; a l t h o u g h , a few photos I've seen i n d i c a t e t h a t a t l e a s t some, i f 

n o t a l l , o f t h e R-l-a,b,c r e c e i v e d t h e newer s t y l e l e t t e r i n g b e f o r e g o i n g t o t h e B&0 i n 

mid-19^7 ( l never saw any o f t h e s e t h r e e e a r l i e r R-l s u b - c l a s s e s , t h a t 1 can remember, 

nor any o f t h e T - l , S - l , o r J - l - w i s h I had - perhaps an H, A-41 , P - l , K-8 ( b r i e f 

g l i m p s e s ) a t an e a r l i e r age i n o t h e r l o c a t i o n s such as a r r i v i n g o r d e p a r t i n g N o r t h Sta

t i o n , S o m e r v i l l e , No. B i l l e r i c a , Keene, o r even o u t i n t h e New Hampshire c o u n t r y s i d e on 

b l u e b e r r y and r a s p b e r r y ( ' B l u e - b e r r y i n g ' , t h e y c a l l e d i t ) p i c k i n g t r i p s , e t c . w i t h t h e 

f o l k s o r g r a n d p a r e n t s ) . The R-l-d was t h e o n l y o r d e r , a p p a r e n t l y , d e l i v e r e d by t h e 

b u i l d e r (BLW, '41) w i t h t h i s newer s t y l e , l a r g e r , l e t t e r i n g . I s u r e miss t h o s e days i n 

Manchester and t h e B&M as i t was t h e n . Many changes can t a k e p l a c e i n 32 y e a r s . 1 

und e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e a r e no l o n g e r two main t r a c k s t h r o u g h town ( o n l y a s i n g l e m a i n , now), 

and t h e f i n e o l d depot i s gone, maybe even t h e roundhouse and t u r n t a b l e , as w e l l . A t 

l e a s t we have t h e memories - how w o n d e r f u l t h e y a r e , and how f o r t u n a t e i t i s t h a t 

B&MRRHS i s p r e s e r v i n g and p r e s e n t i n g them - a l l t h e key h i s t o r i c elements o f t h e Boston 

& Maine R a i l r o a d - i n such an o u t s t a n d i n g manner. The B&M i s my f i r s t l o v e among a l l t h e 

r o a d s , f a r and away, and always w i l l be." 

From THOMAS J . NEVILLE, S c o t i a , NY, 2/14/81 - "On Feb. 13, 1913, Tower A was d e s t r o y e d 

by f i r e - many t r a i n s were c a n c e l l e d . S t a t e o f Maine Express was t o make i t s f i r s t t r i p 

P o r t l a n d t o New York C i t y t r a i n No. 2& fr o m P o r t l a n d , No. 3 coming t o P o r t l a n d , c o n s i s t 

o f #28 was: a combine, two s t e e l coaches, s l e e p e r s No. 52 and 54; a l s o , s l e e p e r No. 56 
from Concord, NH p i c k e d up a t Lowell - l o c o m o t i v e No. 3217 A t l a n t i c t y p e , had t r o u b l e 
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g e t t i n g t h r o u g h C l i n t o n - had t o s t o p f o r diamond c r o s s i n g w i t h t h e New Haven; road 

foreman had t r o u b l e t h e r e ; n e x t week had #3672; a l s o , used New Haven l o c o s 1364 and 

1390; crew c o n s i s t e d o f : Cond. Geo. W. Lyons, B.M. H a r o l d Johnson, Geo. Hayes, B r a k e . , 

and T. J . N e v i l l e , F l a g . - t h i s t r a i n ran u n t i l Labor Day 1961. 

From CARL V. EHRKE, Bel 1evi11e,Ont., Canada - s e n t i n book r e v i e w on RAILROAD RECOLLEC

TIONS by Charles H. H eels; e d i t e d by A l a n R. Capon, p u b l i s h e d by Museum R e s t o r a t i o n 

S e r v i c e , B l o o m f i e l d , O n t a r i o . I t i s t h e s t o r y o f James Heels who e m i g r a t e d f r o m England 

t o Canada i n 1855, worked f o r many y e a r s on t h e Grand Trunk Ry., between M o n t r e a l and 

T o r o n t o ; was i n c o n s t r u c t i o n work on o t h e r s e c t i o n s o f G.T. Ry; he d i e d i n 1906 l e a v i n g 

s i x sons who a l l worked on t h e r a i l r o a d s - t h e r e i s a g r e a t deal o f h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a 

t i o n on many l i n e s t h r o u g h O n t a r i o . R e t a i l o r d e r s can be p l a c e d w i t h : W. & R. G r e e n l e y , 

B o o k s e l l e r s , 290 F r o n t S t . , B e l l e v i l l e , O n t a r i o K.8N 2Z8 Canada. $19-95 p l u s p o s t a g e . 

From M. C. LENNON, Manchester, NH - 5 page resume o f New Hampshire T r a i n S e r v i c e 1/28/80 
t h r o u g h 2/28/81 - a b r i e f h i s t o r y o f t h e s t a r t i n g o f t h i s s e r v i c e ; e n c o u r a g i n g p e o p l e t o 

use t r a i n s ; heavy bus c o m p e t i t i o n ; u n f o r t u n a t e a c c i d e n t i n v o l v i n g t h e B r i t i s h R a i l b u s ; 

h e a v i e s t t r a f f i c was on May 30, 1980 - about 1000 passengers used t h e s e t r a i n s t o see 

t h e " T a l l S h i p s " i n Boston; 2nd t r a i n was t a k e n o f f a t t h e end o f June 1980; s e r v i c e 

ended 2/28/81 - $3.4 m i l l i o n s p e n t on t h i s p r o j e c t ; about 1 M f o r t r a c k improvements; 

4 s t a t i o n p l a t f o r m s b u i l t ; speed l i m i t i n c r e a s e d f r o m 40 t o 60 MPH b u t , buses made b e t 

t e r t i m e . 

Our thanks t o JOHN F. O'ROURKE, S o m e r v i l l e , MA f o r a copy o f B&MRR T i m e t a b l e No. 61A -
1/15/28 - W h i t e Mountains - Passumpsic D i v . ( l a s t e d i t i o n o f t h i s T i m e t a b l e ) . 

A phone c a l l f r o m ED. LEWIS, M o r r i s v i l l e , VT on 3/21/81, s t a t i n g W. B. F r e i g h t was l e a v 

i n g town w i t h 15 c a r s f o r S t . A l b a n s , r e t u r n i n g w i t h 35 c a r s - name o f R a i l r o a d ? ? ? 

In t h e l a t e s t i s s u e o f "The RAILROAD ENTHUSIAST", Summer-Autumn 1980, a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d : 

"CHICAGO UNION STATION" by Richmond S. Bates - a v e r y c omplete s t o r y o f t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

s t a t i o n " ; h i s t o r y and d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h i s b u i l d i n g and o p e r a t i o n s t h e r e t o ; many good 

photos t a k e n by t h e a u t h o r . (Ye E d i t o r f i r s t v i s i t e d t h i s s t a t i o n i n October 1933.) 

RE: B&M DINING CARS - "Yes, t h e B&M d i d have d i n i n g c a r s o f i t s own, as w e l l as i t s own 

c h i n a and s i l v e r w a r e . I have searched f o r y e a r s f o r some o f t h i s c h i n a w a r e w i t h o u t suc

c e s s , b u t a f r i e n d has some. As I r e c a l l i t , 'Boston & Maine 1 i s s p e l l e d o u t i n s o r t o f 

s c r i p t . 1 have had a s i l v e r - p l a t e d i c e b u c k e t and c r u m b - t r a y o v e r t h e p a s t . D i n e r s 

were on t h e " M i n u t e Man", " P i n e Tree L i m i t e d " and o t h e r s , as I r e c a l l i t . Because t h e r e 

were o n l y a few d i n e r s , t h e d i n n e r w a r e i s a n y t i n g b u t common. No doubt someone has sub

s t i t u t e d a photo o f t h e New Haven d i n n e r w a r e , e t c . i n t h e Beebe & Clegg book f o r l a c k o f 

a p h o t o o f B&M i t e m s . The B&M a l s o had some " e a t i n g s t o p s " i n y e a r s p a s t , a few were 

G r e e n f i e l d , Ayer J e t . , Sanbornvi 1 1e, N.H., Dover, e t c . These p r o b a b l y were o p e r a t e d by 

o t h e r s under a f r a n c h i s e , I s u r m i s e . " G. M. K i d d e r , A c t o n , MA. 

From GIL PAYS0N, • Sa1 em, MA, 3/23/81 - " F u r t h e r on t h e s u b j e c t o f t i l t i n g p a s s e n g e r - c a r 

b o d i e s , h ere i s something I have j u s t come a c r o s s i n PICTORIAL HISTORY OF TRAINS by 

David S. H a m i l t o n , p u b l i s h e d by Octopus P r e s s , L t d . , London, England i n 1977- Bear i n 

mind t h a t i t ' s f o u r y e a r s o l d . On page 173, " S t a r t i n g i n Germany i n 1968 an a c t i v e 

t i l t was d e v e l o p e d , i n w h i c h power was a p p l i e d t o t h e p i v o t e d b o d i e s so t h a t t h e t i l t 

c o u l d be i n i t i a t e d b e f o r e t h e c e n t r i f u g a l p r e s s u r e s were f e l t , t h e r e b y s u b j e c t i n g pas

sengers t o much g e n t l e r f o r c e s . The APT ( B r i t i s h R a i l ' s Advanced Passenger T r a i n ) has 

t h i s a c t i v e t i l t and can t h e r e f o r e run a t h i g h speeds o v e r r o u t e s where c u r v e s have n o t 

been eased i n a n t i c i p a t i o n . " I t ' s t o o bad t h e y don"11 t e l l us a l i t t l e more o f how i t 

w o r k s , t h a t i s , w h ether i t ' s a u t o m a t i c o r whether somebody presses a b u t t o n . Best 

w i s h e s . You a r e d o i n g a f i n e j o b w i t h t h e NEWSLETTER." 



B&M1SC. ( c o n t i n u e d ) - 9 -

From PVT. STEPHEN G. MYERS - From F t . Gordon, GA, " T h r e e - t h i r t y i n the m o r n i n g , we 

rush o u t i n our s h o r t s a t t h e sound o f t h e f i r e a l a r m . The January a i r i n s t a n t l y 

awakens me. ' i n s i d e and open your l o c k e r s , ' shouts t h e Sergeant. Oh no, a s u r p r i s e 

i n s p e c t i o n a f t e r I have taped up a hundred maps and p i c t u r e s o f t h e Boston & Maine. 

The Captain steps up and I begin t o t u r n r e d . He asks me a q u e s t i o n t h a t we t r a i n -

l o v e r s are so o f t e n b o t h e r e d by, 'Do you l i k e t r a i n s ? 1 'Yes, s i r , ' I answer. 'Do you 

have a t r a i n s e t ? ' S i x t y o t h e r p r i v a t e s l o o k over t o hear t h e r e p l y . i s a y , 'Yes, s i r . ' 

Now I am tagged w i t h t h e name choo-choo. For when o t h e r s o l d i e r s crowd t h e Augusta 

b a r s , I s t a n d on t h e Savannah R i v e r , w a i t i n g f o r t h a t t r a i n t o cross and dreaming o f 

my g i r l back home." From F t . Carson, CO, "Here I am, where t h e mountains touch t h e 

c l o u d s . Where t h e Union P a c i f i c and Rio Grande pass by now and t h e n . And everyone 

seems t o l o v e Colorado and i t s Rocky Mountain v i e w . But !'d r a t h e r be i n New Y o r k . 

Nowhere i n t h e w o r l d can beauty match t h a t o f my home! Rotterdam J u n c t i o n , surrounded 

by r o l l i n g green h i l l s and i n t h e c e n t e r i s a small y a r d , no more than f i v e t r a c k s w i d e . 

A t r a i n can s i t here h a l f a day b e f o r e a crew w i l l come t o get h e r . Her s o f t b l u e c o l o r 

blends i n w i t h t h e sky and s l i g h t l y covered w i t h d i r t , she looks l i k e a c h i l d who has 

j u s t f i n i s h e d p l a y i n g . Each day she comes back hoping t o see you o u t w i t h your camera. 

A faded B and M are w r i t t e n on her cab and a d u l l 1742 on her hood. Her h e a r t rumbles 

w i t h weakness and her horn w h a i l s so s o f t . Soon s h e ' l l be gone j u s t as I am. Only 

I ' l l b r i n g her back when she's a new Japanese c a r l Those h i l l s w i l l w a i t and so w i l l 

t h e s k y , b u t I won't s m i l e t i l l I'm back i n New York. God b l e s s my homel" 

From GEORGE A. MATHESON, L e n n o x v i l l e , P.O.., dated 2/18/81 ( r e c e i v e d on 3/18/81 v i a 

RDG. P.O. Box #302), had many items o f d e t o u r e d t r a i n s around Feb. 14th and 15th - over 

CV.'s R i c h f o r d Branch. Was i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e reason f o r these d e t o u r s , e t c . I t sounds 

t h a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n was r e p o r t e d by Roger B. Robar, L i s b o n , NH i n March '81 NEWSLETTER 

on page 2. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

19th Annual Reunion o f t h e NHRHTA, May 8 and 9, P r o v i d e n c e . R . I . B i l t m o r e Plaza H o t e l , 

Banquet F r i d a y n i g h t w i t h many events on Saturday o f i n t e r e s t t o R a i l f a n s . C o n t a c t : 

Warren R i c c i t e l l i , 39 B r o o k s i d e Ave., No. P r o v i d e n c e , RI 02911. 

From W e l l e s l e y C o l l e g e Museum: Je w e t t A r t s Center w i l l p r e s e n t The R a i l r o a d i n t h e 

American Landscape 1850-1950 - an e x h i b i t i o n o f 75 p a i n t i n g s , p r i n t s , and photographs 

by a r t i s t s , i n c l u d i n g Asher B. Durand, George I n n e s s , A l f r e d S t i e g l i t z , John S l o a n , 

and Walker Evans. Opens a t W e l l e s l e y C o l l e g e Museum, A p r i l 15 t h r o u g h June 8 t h . 

Contact: M a r j o r i e D i n g s , 235"0320, E x t . 314. 

PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE - The f o l l o w i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s a re a v a i l a b l e p o s t p a i d ( u n l e s s o t h e r 

w i s e noted) by o r d e r i n g d i r e c t from t h i s a ddress: Business Manager, B&MRRHS, Box 2362, 

Harwood S t a t i o n , L i t t l e t o n , MA 01460. P u b l i c a t i o n s o r d e r s s e n t t o any o t h e r addresses 

w i l l be s u b j e c t t o an a u t o m a t i c delay o f a t l e a s t two weeks. Do NOT i n c l u d e any o t h e r 

correspondence w i t h these o r d e r s ! 

B&M BULLETINS: S p r i n g , Summer, F a l l 1977, $2.25 ea. S p r i n g , Summer, F a l l 1978, W i n t e r 

1978-9, S p r i n g , Summer 1979, S p r i n g , Summer 1980, $2 .50. F a l l 1980, $3-25 

OTHER B&MRRHS PUBLICATIONS: 1932 Snow T r a i n menu - 25c; r e p r i n t e d M o n t p e l i e r & Wells 

R i v e r / B a r r e & Chelsea RR employes' t i m e t a b l e #62B o f January 22, 1928 - $1.00. 

B&M MODELING GUIDE: Don Clerke's e x c e l l e n t handout from h i s modeling p r e s e n t a t i o n a t 

the October 1979 m e e t i n g . Contains an a l l - t i m e l i s t o f a r t i c l e s / p l a n s / d a t a p u b l i s h e d 

on the B&M i n the B u l l e t i n , Model R a i l r o a d e r , RMC, e t c . I t a l s o i n c l u d e s a l i s t o f a l l 

B&M o r c o n v e r t i b l e B&M p r o d u c t s i n a l l gauges: m o t i v e power, r o l l i n g s t o c k , e t c . $1.00. 

A COMPLETE INDEX t o a l l B&M B u l l e t i n s , 75c, i n c l u d i n g p o s t a g e . 

MOGULS, MOUNTAINS & MEMORIES: The S o c i e t y ' s own 136-page book f e a t u r i n g 4 - c o l o r c o v e r s , 

180 b+w photos and 4 i n t e r n a l c o l o r p l a t e s by New England's foremost r a i l p h o t o g r a p h e r s . 

M a i n l i n e steam and d i e s e l a c t i o n from 1940 t o the p r e s e n t on t h e Boston & A l b a n y , BAR, 

B&M, CPR, CV, GT and MEC i s h i g h l i g h t e d p l u s branch and s h o r t l i n e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e g i o n 

to t he n o r t h and west o f Boston. Heavy coated s t o c k p l u s d u r a b l e b i n d i n g makes t h i s an 

e x c e l l e n t v a l u e on any b o o k s h e l f . S o f t b o u n d . $12.95-



BOOKS BY OTHER PUBLISHERS: -10-

New England D i e s e l s , Dave A l p e r t & George M e l v i n ' s p h o t o g r a p h i c c h r o n i c l e o f t h e D i e s e l 

l o c o m o t i v e i n New England from t h e 1930's t o t h e p r e s e n t day. A l l Class I roads as w e l l 

as s h o r t l i n e s a r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n the 420+ photographs from New England's major r a i l 

p h o t o g r a p h e r s as w e l l as some unknowns. The book i s o r g a n i z e d on a s t a t e - b y - s t a t e 

b a s i s i n c l u d i n g maps o f r a i l m i l e a g e i n each s t a t e . An e x c e l l e n t v a l u e ! Hardbound, 

232 .pp. Members $24.00. Others $28.95. 

N o r t h e r n R a l l s - 1980 E d i t i o n : A 34 pp. i l l u s t r a t e d g u i d e t o t h e r a i l r o a d s o f Maine, 

New Hampshire and Vermont, t h e i r f r e i g h t and passenger o p e r a t i o n s , l o c o m o t i v e r o s t e r s , 

y a r d and engine t e r m i n a l l o c a t i o n s , maps, and r a d i o f r e q u e n c i e s p l u s g a z e t e e r s o f p r i n 

c i p a l p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t i n each s t a t e . I n c l u d e s a l l museums w i t h equipment r o s t e r s . $4.00 

R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n s o f New England: Volume 1 - The Boston S Maine by Mark W. Beauregard. 

A 72-page s o f t c o v e r book c o n t a i n i n g photographs o f e x i s t i n g Boston & Maine s t a t i o n s as 

they a r e today - homes, b u s i n e s s e s , abandoned, o r s t i l l i n use. $7-95 

Maine C e n t r a l Steam Roster and Maine C e n t r a l D i e s e l Roster by B i l l R o b e r t s o n . I l l u s -

t r a t e d ; v e r y u s e f u l , an excel 1ent value„ $4.00 each 

A Century o f R a i l r o a d i n g i n Crawford N o t c h , by Robertson & E n g l i s h . $4.00 

R e p r o d u c t i o n s o f Maine C e n t r a l RR Handbook o f O f f i c e r s , A g e n t s , S t a t i o n s , and S i d i n g s 

(1917) and Boston & Maine RR Handbook o f O f f i c e r s , A g e n t s , S t a t i o n s and S i d i n g s (1923) 

done by B i l l R o b e r t s o n . $2.00 each 

Route o f t h e Minuteman, by Tom N e l l i g a n and S c o t t H a r t l e y . A wel 1 - i 1 1 u s t r a t e d l o o k a t 

the B&M fro m 1969"1979* E x c e l l e n t photographs c o n c e n t r a t e on t h e R i g b y - M e c h a n i c v i 1 l e 
m a i n l i n e , Conn. R i v e r , commuter, and b r a n c h l i n e o p e r a t i o n s . A l i v e l y , w e l l - w r i t t e n t e x t 

accompanies t h e 64 pages between 4 - c o l o r c o v e r s . S o f t b o u n d . An e x c e l l e n t v a l u e . $5.00. 

Maine C e n t r a l Photo Album, by E. B. R o b e r t s o n , 72 pages o f p h o t o s , m o s t l y steam, c o v e r i n g 
th e e n t i re M.E.C. $6.95 
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