
-
Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society 

* v * Newsletter 
P.O. Box 302, Reading, Massachuset ts 0 1 8 6 7 

JOHN C, ALDEN, EDITOR SEPTEMBER 1980 

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING — SATURDAY/ SEPTEMBER 13, 1980/ 8:00 P.M. 

B&*IVI66tlMCI o r d e r o f Business f r o m P r e s . Houck: "We w i l l have p r e s e n t e d 

f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e membership t h e new s e t o f By-Laws, based 

on t h e American Law I n s t i t u t e ' s model n o n - p r o f i t c o r p o r a t i o n By-

Laws." 

Program Chairman, J . A. R o d e r i c k , announces s l i d e show w i l l be p r e s e n t e d by Joseph 

M u l l i g a n , who w i l l be a c t i n g Program Chairman f o r t h i s m e e t i n g ; he has s l i d e s o f t h e 

C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a area f o r our e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

SPOTLIGHT ON BOSTON & MAINE R.R, HISTORY (FROM B&M EMPLOYES' MAGAZINE) 

50 YEARS AGO - September 1930, V o l . 7, No. 5 ~ Leading A r t i c l e - " N o r t h S t a t i o n 

Approaches t o be Modernized", $4 ,000,000 improvement - C h a r l e s R i v e r w i l l be moved 

Northward - ease " b o t t l e n e c k " o u t s i d e N o r t h S t a t i o n w i t h new d r a w b r i d g e s , c e n t e r - s p r e a d 

photo showing diagram o f changes i n v o l v e d . H.F. F i f i e l d i n Chr. " D i r e c t o r Car Finds 

t h e B&M R a i l P e r f e c t i o n Higher than o t h e r R.R.'s." A r t i c l e by R.E. Sampson, Gen. Welding 

Foreman, Eng. Dept. i n d i c a t e s small r a i 1 - d e t e c t o r car found B&M r a i l s i n b e t t e r shape 

than o t h e r l i n e s ; was t h e f o r e r u n n e r o f Sperry R a i l Car. 2 photos o f t h i s car i n A.R.A. 

Small photo shows 0 - 4 - 0 steam s w i t c h e r on coal t r e s t l e E. Som. Eng. Hse. Another snap

shot showing Ms. K a t h e r i n e M. P i p e r , Nurse, 1st A i d Rm. CON, NH. " F e l t o f S t a t i s t i c a l 

Bureau i s a S t a r A t h l e t e " , Donald F e l t o f Melrose r e c e n t l y won b o t h t h e low and h i g h 

h u r d l e s a t New England A.A.U. meet. 

25 YEARS AGO - September-October 1955, V o l . 23, No. 5 - F r o n t cover photo shows V.P. 

Frank W. Rourke, c u t t i n g r i b b o n on "Our 6 4 t h Budd Car" - B&M now has t h e l a r g e s t f l e e t 

o f RDC's i n t h e c o u n t r y , photo showing 5 - c a r Budd t r a i n a t Manchester, MA. Leading 

a r t i c l e s e n t i t l e d : "Heavy Storm Damage", heavy f l o o d i n g on Aug. 1 8-19, many photos 

(1) r e p a i r i n g f r e i g h t l i n e i n W o r c e s t e r ; " t h e New England S t a t e s " l v . , N o r t h S t a t i o n 

w i t h NYC d i e s e l No. 4037; e s t i m a t e damage $350,000. "Unique R o u t i n g S i g n a l System", 

c o l o r - l i g h t a u t o m a t i c r o u t i n g s i g n a l s a t W e l l s R i v e r , VT. "Agent H a t c h e l 1 F e a t u r e d " -

James E. H a t c h e l 1 , t i c k e t a g e n t , N o r t h S t a t i o n , was f e a t u r e d i n a r t i c l e i n Pullman News, 

small s n a p s h o t . "A Welcome A s s i s t " shows Woburn f i r e m e n l o a n i n g t h e i r 6 5 - f t . l a d d e r 

t r u c k t o reach a l o o s e s l a t e on Woburn Pass. S t a t i o n t o w e r , photo by C h a r l e s P. S m i t h , 

Baggageman. "Modernized T i c k e t O f f i c e a t Concord (N.H.) S t a t i o n , photo showing 0. C. 

Hardy, Supt.; F. J . C l a f f e y , Gen. A g t . and E. P. W h i t e , T k t . S e l l e r , Aug. 5 t h . Photo 

shows g a s - e l e c t r i c c a r #196(?) a t B.E.T. on Boston C l i n t o n r u n . 

COMING EVENTS OF NOTE (FROM R.R. INFO., NEWFIELDS, N.H. - DAVID COLLINGE) 

Sept. 13th - Conway Scenic R.R. N o r t h Conway, N.H. 10:00 A.M. t o 6:30 P.M. 

Sept. 13th - American C i v i c C e n t e r , W a k e f i e l d , MA. Model R.R.ing E x h i b i t s . 

S e p t. 27th - TRAINST0P ' 8 0 , G r e a t e r Lawrence Voc. Tech. S c h o o l , Andover, MA 

Oct. 4 t h - V a l l e y R.R. R a i l f a n ' s Day, ESSEX, CT. F u l l day o f Steam, e t c . 

Oct. 4 t h - F a l l F o l i a g e R.R. E x c u r s i o n , B o s t o n - R e n s s e l a e r , NY ( f l y e r s e n t ) 

Sept. 27th - F a l l F o l i a g e , T r a i n E x c u r s i o n , P o r t l a n d , ME, I s l a n d Pond, VT 470 Club 

Sept. 28th - "Gorham G a l l i v a n t " , P o r t l a n d , ME/Gorham, NH, 470 C l u b , P o r t l a n d 

S e p t . 27th - "MOHAWK EXPRESS" F a l l F o l i a g e F e s t i v a l , Boston/No. Adams MVRS. 

Oct. 11-13 - " F o l i a g e I n t e r n a t i o n a l " , B o s t o n , W.R. J e t . Montreal P.O.. M a t t a p a n . 



BARemarics <& WieCihatter ' - 2 -
From David H. Atwood, E l i o t , ME: "At N o r t h e r n Me. J e t . , I re c o r d e d t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

BL-2 #51 and F3A #44 were lashed t o GP-7's #67/68 i d l i n g i n y a r d . SW-1500 #36 was 
s w i t c h i n g t h e y a r d . GP-38's #83, 86, 88 were i d l i n g . GP-7s #66 / 6 8 were las h e d t o 

GP-9 #78, GP-9 #77 was g e t t i n g e n g i n e o v e r h a u l . A t about 5:30 PM what s h o u l d a r r i v e 

b u t F-3As #46/48 and GP-9 75 w i t h BL -2 #54 i n R e d / B l a c k / S i l v e r p a i n t j o b . I t l o o k e d 

r e a l l y s h a r p . BAR has on loa n an eng i n e w i t h a 6 c y l i n d e r d i e s e l . I t ' s y e l l o w w i t h an 

a l l i g a t o r low-hood. I t c a r r i e d t h e name M o r r i s o n & Knudsen. As I drov e t h r o u g h Brewer 

I looked over a t t h e MEC Bangor Yard and f l i p p e d . Parked n e x t t o t h e R i v e r (Penobscot) 

were seven U-25 C's o f t h e Rock I s l a n d RR. They a r e numbers 225, 229, 230, 231, 232, 
233, 234. A f t e r g e t t i n g r e l e a s e d by a v e r y h e l p f u l MEC s t a f f t o t a k e p i c t u r e s , I found 

U-25C #238 i n s i d e t h e e n g i n e house i d l i n g . I t w i l l be on t h e road s h o r t l y w i t h Rl p a i n t 

j o b . A l l o t h e r U-25's have a l o t o f work t o be done. P a i n t scheme i s Red/Yellow on a l l 

o t h e r u n i t s . 14 U-25C's were p u r c h a s e d , s i x o f w h i c h a r e a t R i g b y . Two w i l l be used as 

spare p a r t s . W h i l e t h e r e 1 saw th e f o l l o w i n g : SW-9's 332/335, 334/331 b e i n g s e r v i c e d . 

U-l8B #406 g e t t i n g new b r a k e s . SW-1 #960 on t u r n t a b l e and b e i n g p u t t o bed. I watched 

GP-7 #524 and U-18B #406(?) a r r i v e w i t h X - p e r i m e n t a l engine #202. Another o f t h o s e 6 

c y l i n d e r d i e s e l s w h i c h I was t o l d would g i v e 40% f u e l s a v i n g s . On t h e way South t o t h e 

town o f O r l a n d , I saw SW-9's #333/336 s w i t c h i n g t o S t . Regis M i l l i n B u c k s p o r t " 

CEN. MASS. NEWS ( f r o m H. I . J u d k i n s , R u t l a n d , MA): "Thru my good f r i e n d Wes Hopkins o f 

P l a i n f i e l d , Conn, (one o f our members) I was on an i n s p e c t i o n t r i p o f t h e Mass. C e n t r a l 

today (Aug. 2) p r e v i o u s t o an i n s p e c t i o n t r i p tomorrow (Sunday) o f Gov. K i n g , f r o m 

Palmer t o So. B a r r e . We went r i g h t t o t h e p i l e o f d i r t and t i e s a t end o f l i n e , B a r r e 

J e t . We d i d c o n s i d e r a b l e b u s i n e s s a l s o , w i t h drops and p i c k - u p s a t T h o r n d i k e , Ware, 

G i 1 b e r t v i l i e , and So. B a r r e . Engineer H e b e r t , B&M o u t o f E. D e e r f i e l d , mastered t h e 

ex-Southern R.R. d i e s e l and coach f o r m e r l y a Susquehana, D&H and Boston & A l b a n y . Wes 

Ho p k i n s , a l t h o n o t one o f t h e management, has done a g r e a t deal toward i m p r o v i n g t h e 

F o r e s t Lake t o B o n d s v i 1 l e s e c t i o n w i t h h i s motor c a r and t r a i l e r and i n s p e c t i o n t o u r s 

e v e r y two weeks a c c o r d i n g t o law...." 

WOBURN "LOOP" DOINGS (George P o o l e , Aug. 1 0 t h ) : On Aug. 6 , 1980, T r . #933 came w i t h Eng. 

#1113 (F-10) f a c i n g outbound f r o m B o s t o n , Pullman-Standard coach #321 and ex RDC 6148 -
now an e l e c t r i c a l c oach. I b e l i e v e t h i s i s t h e f i r s t t i m e a P.S. coach has gone up t h e 

Woburn Branch. F40PH do n o t run up t h e Branch due t o h e i g h t r e s t r i c t i o n s . E x t e n s i v e 

roadbed work w i l l commence on o r about Aug. 12, 1980. On Aug. 8 t h , l a r g e bundles o f 

t i e s were p l a c e d a l o n g t h e b r a n c h . No t r a i n s w i l l run on t h e branch 9 AM t o 4 PM w h i l e 

work i s i n p r o g r e s s . A s h u t t l e bus w i l l work between W0B. & W i n c h e s t e r . There a r e 

rumors around t h e weekend s e r v i c e t o Woburn may be d i s c o n t i n u e d . There i s v e r y l i t t l e 

f r e i g h t a c t i v i t y on t h e b r a n c h . I t has been months s i n c e a f r e i g h t c a r has been s p o t t e d 

i n t h e Woburn y a r d . One o n - l i n e p l a n t does r e c e i v e 3 o r 4 c a r s o f paper per month. The 

l o c a l f r e i g h t i n t h e a r e a , B0-4, seems t o be busy a l o n g t h e Main L i n e ( N o r t h ) . A r r i v i n g 

i n t h e M o n t v a l e y a r d about 12 noon sometimes w i t h 25 c a r s , r e t u r n s t o Boston u s u a l l y 

a f t e r 8 PM. Keep up t h e good work on t h e N e w s l e t t e r as I e n j o y i t e v e r y month (S) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: SEPTEMBER MEETING - B&M 4-4-0 R a f f l e — d o n ' t f o r g e t y o u r r a f f l e t i c k e t s 

f o r a chance a t w i n n i n g t h i s p r i z e brass l o c o m o t i v e l $1.00/chance. SPECIAL: A r a r e B&M 

a r t i f a c t w i l l be a u c t i o n e d o f f a t September M e e t i n g — B E THERE, DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!I 

L i s t o f w i n n e r s o f d o o r p r i z e s a t N o r t h Conway "Ham & Bean Supper": Norm Dimmasky, Vanish

i n g M a r k e r s ; J.E. L a n c a s t e r , Route o f t h e Minuteman; John L a n d r y , Moguls, Mountains & 

Memories; Gary W e s t g a t e , " V a n i s h i n g Vapor"; Roy H u t c h i n s o n , Summer B u i l e t i n ; Mark Cawley, 

Maine C e n t r a l Photo Album. NOTICE: Those persons i n t e r e s t e d i n d o i n g r e s e a r c h and g a i n 

i n g access t o t h e B&MRRHS A r c h i v e s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Lowe11 f o r t h e s o l e purpose o f 

s a i d r e s e a r c h ( n o t i n c l u d i n g w i t h d r a w a l s ) s h o u l d p e t i t i o n t h e Board o f D I r e c t o r s f o r con

s i d e r a t i o n and p e r m i s s i o n . Such p e t i t i o n s h o u l d be i n w r i t i n g , s t a t i n g t h e f u l 1 n a t u r e o f 

re s e a r c h and i n t e n t i o n s . Please address p e t i t i o n s t o Chai rman o f t h e B o a r d , B&MRRHS, 

P.O. Box 302, Reading, MA 01867. 
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Warren E. V i t t u m , J r . , Weston, MA sends items re:. (1) C r o s s i n g a c c i d e n t a t South S t . , 

R o b e r t s , MA on J u l y 2nd; t r u c k f r o m McNamara Concrete Co. a t t e m p t i n g t o t u r n on c r o s s 

i n g ; (2) a l s o , f r o m Waltham News T r i b u n e , 7/2 / 8 0 , "Downtown r a i l c r o s s i n g s scheduled 

f o r r e b u i l d i n g " i n Waltham - Moody S t . , Beaver S t . , and South S t . ; Weston-Church S t . , 

Town Road and L i n c o l n Road; i n Concord - Commonwealth Ave., Belknap S t . , and Baker Ave. 

A l l work on th e s e c r o s s i n g s i s p a r t o f a $5.4 m i l l i o n c o n t r a c t t o modernize t h e 26 m i l e 

l i n e f r o m Boston t o South A c t o n . From t h e Boston Globe, 7/15 / 8 0 , R a i l r e p a i r s resume 

i n W e l l e s l e y - t h r e a t t o w e l l s near Morse Pond caused by dumping o f a l l e g e d l y contam

i n a t e d g r a v e l nearby f r o m C o n r a i l t r a c k s near W e l l e s l e y Square; c r o s s i n g o f Route 153 
i n W a k e f i e l d , N.H. needing r e p a i r s ; a l s o , f r o m C a r r o l l County, "A l i t t l e b i t o f H o l l y 

wood" fr o m S a n b o r n v i l l e by David I s q u r . - f i l m e n t i t l e d "The King o f America" made use 

o f t h e W o l f e b o r o R.R. l o c a t i o n ... f r o m Way1 and/Weston Town C r i e r - " B r i d g e l o a d l i m i t 

w o r r i e s f i r e c h i e f " . Mass. D.P.W. has dropped t h e l o a d l i m i t on Conant Road b r i d g e 

( o v e r Cen. Mass. t r a c k s ) f r o m 15 t o 9 t o n s f o r t w o - a x l e v e h i c l e s . " Merriam S t . b r i d g e 

o v e r Main L i n e has a p r o b l e m . 

New York Times, June 2 9 , 1980, f e a t u r e s t o r y by Jack Newcombe e n t i t l e d , " T a k i n g a Ride 

i n t o t h e Past on t h e A d i r o n d a c k R a i l w a y " , p h o t o o f 2 d i e s e l s - s k e t c h map o f t h i s r a i l 

way - ( f o r m e r N.Y.C. l i n e ) , v e r y complete s t o r y o f o p e r a t i o n s f r o m U t i c a t o Lake P l a c i d , 

N.Y. - 142 m i l e s ( f r o m B. Dawson, West M e d f o r d , MA.) 

From t h e Boston H e r a l d , 8/2/80, "Ghost T r a i n " r i d e s t h e t r a c k - E l l i o t N o r t o n - t h i s 

p l a y produced a t Tamworth, N.H. by The B a r n s t o r m e r s - same p l a y was i n Boston a t t h e 

Copley T h e a t r e i n t h e 1920's by E. E. C l i v e . A l s o , mentioned about t h i s p l a y ("Turkey") 

...'>'is about a group o f people s t r a n d e d o v e r n i g h t i n t h e w a i t i n g room o f a t r a i n s t a t i o n 

near R o c k l a n d , Maine, where, e v e r y y e a r a t t h e same t i m e , an unscheduled t r a i n r o a r s 

t h r u t h e s t a t i o n c r e a t i n g havoc and t e r r o r . " We always assumed t h i s show o r i g i n a t e d i n 

" J o l l y Old E n g l a n d ". 

From 4 Woodlawn Ave., E v e r e t t , MA - Page 2 0 , THE IRREGULAR - JULY 2 2 , 1980 

" 1 1 0 - y e a r - o l d I n t e r v a l e (N.H.) baggage house moved near cemetery." T h i s s t a t i o n was 

l o c a t e d .across t h e t r a c k s f r o m t h e I n t e r v a l e Cross Roads - q u i t e a MOVE 1 

TRAINS MAG. SEPT. 1980 - Tom N e l l i g a n ' s - BOSTON S MAINE STORY, PART 2. "Coming Out o f 

Co r p o r a t e Chaos" - v e r y complete w r i t e - u p o f p r e s e n t day Boston & Maine Corp. w i t h many 

photos by t h e a u t h o r . P r e s . D u s t i n s t a t e s , "We s h o u l d have a b e t t e r f u t u r e . " Map show

ing B&M f r e i g h t s a t 6 PM on F r i d a y , S e p t . 2 1 , 1979; l i s t i n g o f m o t i v e power on t r a i n s ; 

a l s o R o s t e r . 

A l s o , i n same i s s u e o f TRAINS MAG. a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d , "How t h e Milwaukee Road packed up 

and went home f r o m t h e West" - B l a i r K o o i s t r a t e l l s how t h e l a s t E.B. t r a i n s were op e r 

a t e d f r o m Tacoma, Wash. Photos by t h e a u t h o r - T i d e f l a t s , f i v e Geeps moving 64 c a r s up 

Snoqualmie Pass ( f o r m e r e l e c t r i f i e d s e c t i o n ) . ( L a s t E.B. Pass, t r a i n l v . S e a t t l e on 

May 2 2 , 1961 f o r C h i c a g o , I L ) . Wood 

CONN. RIVER DOINGS 

From I r a Laby, H o l y o k e , MA, 8/18/80, "Perhaps I can answer some o f t h e q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d 

about ED-1 and s t o r e d c a r s on t h e Conn. R i v e r . The p i g g y b a c k c a r s marked APL a r e indeed 

American P r e s i d e n t L i n e s c a r s , f o r m e r l y P r o v i d e n c e & W o r c e s t e r . They a r e b e i n g r e p a i r e d 

a t East D e e r f i e l d , s t o r e d where c o n v e n i e n t , and moved o u t i n bunches. R a i l Box Cars 

have been s t o r e d on t h e f o r m e r M.L. 2nd t r a c k near Mt. Tom ( s t i 1 1 t h e r e y e s t e r d a y ) and 

eve r y i n c h o f unused t r a c k i n H o l y o k e . ' The l a t t e r a l l l e f t about 2 weeks ago. C u r r e n t l y 

t h e r e a r e about 2 m i l e s w o r t h o f 5 0 - f t . c u s h i o n underframe box c a r s on t h e f o r m e r Cen. 

Mass. B r . between t h e Conn. R i v . b r i d g e and Main S t . i n Had l e y . They a r e i n P.&.W. 

c o l o r s , b u t r e p a i n t e d "A.H.W." The crew o f ED-1 s a i d t h a t t h e y came down f r o m E. D e e r f i e l d 



shops, t h e y a r e s t o r e d near Mt. Tom, and then moved on t o Cen. Mass. Have been u n a b l e t o 

f i n d what "A.H.W." means - crew s a i d i t was a "CAL l o g g i n g l i n e " . They t a k e t h e GP 

back w i t h them a f t e r t h e y have s w i t c h e d Easthampton and Mt. Tom." 

"Memories o f t h e Holyoke Depot o f 1910" by H a r o l d F. F o l e y , g i v e s a c c o u n t o f t h e W h i t e 

Mtn. Express s t o p p i n g t h e r e a t 12:45 PM, d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e Depot. "Famous A r c h i t e c t 

b u i l t R.R. S t a t i o n " by E l l a M. Di C a r l o , on same page o f T r a n s c r i p t - T e l e g r a m , J u l y 12, 
1980 - designed by Henry Hobson R i c h a r d s o n , who d i d many s t a t i o n s f o r t h e Boston S 

Albany R.R. and a l s o T r i n i t y Church, B o s t o n . 

P.V. NEWS - S c o t t W h i t n e y , C l a r e m o n t , NH - "B&M s t i l l owns t h e Pemi. A c c o r d i n g t o a Mr. 

Schmidt o f t h e B&M i n Concord and Mr. Moore o f t h e Goodwin i n Bow t h e B&M s t i l l has n o t 

r e c e i v e d payment on t h e White Mt. Branch and i s s t i l l i t s l e g a l owner. The m i l l a t 

L i n c o l n i s o u t o f b u s i n e s s b u t a new f i r m i s e y e i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s . " 

NEWS FROM SALEM, MA - Don LeJeune, 8/2/80' 

Power f o r SAED on 7/31 was GP-9 1714 & 1711; on 8/1 was GP-9 1716 & 1728; on 8/2 was 

GP-18 1754 & GP-9 1718. GP-9 174^3 has been a s s i g n e d f o r Salem due t o l a c k o f y a r d 

s w i t c h e r s a w a i t i n g maintenance o r "whatever" a t B i l l e r i c a . The 1743 r e p l a c e s t h e 1568 

(GP-7) and p r i o r t o t h a t 1727 (GP - 9 ) . These u n i t s o f t e n d o n ' t s t a y t h e r e l o n g because 

o f t h e s h o r t a g e o f power around and SAED p r i o r i t y comes f i r s t t o go o u t o f Salem w i t h 

two e n g i n e s i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g t o p i c k one up o r swap power a t YARD 7 ( S o m e r v i l l e ) o r 

power i n r o u t e t o E. D f l d . 

Some changes i n l o c a l s w i t c h e r j o b s : The 0700 F i r s t Salem s w i t c h e r remains t h e same 

fr o m a v a i l a b l e SAED power. The 0830 Lynn s w i t c h e r a l s o has n o t changed. But t h e 1000 
and 1430 s w i t c h e r j o b s w h i c h works t h e G l o u c e s t e r B r . , B e v e r l y G u l f , N e w b u r y p o r t , e t c . , 

have been e l i m i n a t e d . A new 1500 s w i t c h e r j o b has been t a k i n g up t h e s l a c k where t h e 

o t h e r s have l e f t o f f . Work has been d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e f i r s t and second j o b s . Reason 

has i t t h a t t h e r e j u s t i s n ' t enough work ( t r a f f i c) f o r t h e amount o f swi t c h e r s t h a t a r e 

a s s i g n e d f o r a day's w o r k . (The 1500 j o b works W a k e f i e l d , v i a L y n n f i e l d t o W a k e f i e l d 

J e t . , Danvers,, D a n v e r s p o r t , and cleanup o f Salem - f o r g o t t o m e n t i o n . ) 

On Sunday, August 3 r d , t r a i n s on t h e E a s t e r n Route were hampered when a barge h i t t h e 

Saugus R i v e r D r a w b r i d g e , t h e outbound t r a c k was damaged and s i n g l e i r o n was used f r o m 

West Lynn t o Revere. By Aug. 7 t h e b r i d g e and outbound t r a c k was p u t back i n s e r v i c e . 

T r a i n D i r e c t o r a t Salem Tower B a r r y Osborne t e l l s me t h a t work on t h e B e v e r l y Draw

b r i d g e on t h e westward t r a c k w i 1 1 c o n t i n u e f o r 3~4 months. New p i 1 ings under t h e 

s t r u c t u r e necess i t a t e s a s i n g l e i ron move f r o m B e v e r l y J e t . t o t h e S p r i ng Swi t c h a t 

Northey P o i n t . T h i s a c t i o n a l s o has a " P i l o t Conductor" r i d i n g o v e r t h e "wrong" i r o n 

s e c t i o n . 

On t h e s u b j e c t o f bridges...On Aug. 13 t h e Lynn S w i t c h e r GP-9 1716 g o t an "OK" f r o m 

B i l l e r i c a t o move a h i g h c a r 16' 10" f r o m Lynn t o Salem y a r d , what wasn't c o n s i d e r e d 

was t h e v e h i c l e b r i d g e i n Swampscott, b e t t e r known as t h e Essex S t . b r i d g e . Well as 

i t t u r n e d o u t t h e t i m b e r s , s u p p o r t s , and a b a d l y mashed c a r a r e now b e i n g r e p a i r e d . 

Power f o r SAED (Salem) s t a r t i n g Aug. 3 r d : GP-18 1754, GP-9 1718, GP-18 1752, GP-9 1730, 
GP-18 1752. ( T r a i n canned and e n g i n e made 1 i g h t move back t o Salem.) GP-9 1741 , GP-18 
1750, GP-9 1736-1709, GP-9 1747-1717. On Saturday GP-9 1731-1728 approached Salem y a r d 

( C a s t l e H i l l ) b u t n o t w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t . 11 seems t h a t r a i 1 f a t i g u e once a g a i n p u t t h e 

f i r s t c a r on t h e ground a t t h e same l o c a t i o n o f a n o t h e r more s e r i o u s i n c i d e n t . The 

l a s t one i n Dec. 179 (Summer B&M B u i l e t i n Focal P o i n t ) . 

GP-9 1708 worked t h e 1500 s w i t c h e r j o b o u t o f Salem t h e week o f Aug. 3 r d . 

GP-9 1730 r e p l a c e d t h e 1708 f o r t h e week o f Aug. 1 0 t h , a 1 i g h t move was made o u t o f 

B.E.T. due t o t h e 1708's upcoming "washout" ( i n s p e c t i o n ) . 
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Word f r o m B i l l e r i c a i s t h a t on o r about J u l y 22nd t h e B&M became an a l l EMD r a i l r o a d 

when t h e 1274 ( A l c o S w i t c h e r ) was s t o r e d . . . w i 1 1 have t o check i n t o . 

B&M S w i t c h e r 1210 (NW-2) caught f i r e w h i l e w o r k i n g Westminster on Aug. 12 and had t o 

be "towed" t o E. D e e r f i e l d f o r r e p a i r s . 

R e s t o r a t i o n has begun on ex-B&M 0 -6-0 steam e n g i n e s w i t c h e r t h a t was used by F l e t c h e r 

Co. f o r many y e a r s . When f i n i s h e d t h e t r a i n w i l l be on d i s p l a y a t t h e Museum o f Trans

p o r t a t i o n i n B o s t o n . 

In a d d i t i o n t o l a s t month's r e p o r t o f power 0.0.S. f o r r e p a i r s a t B i l l e r i c a , add t o i t 

t h e 1566 ( G P -7 ) . I t s h o u l d be noted t h a t a l l t h e u n i t s t h a t go t o t h e B i l l e r i c a Shops 

f o r r e p a i r s w i l l come o u t r e - p a i n t e d i n t h e new B&M b l u e , l e t t e r s s p e l l e d o u t Boston 

and Maine, and numbers under t h e cab window i n l a r g e numbers. 

Power f o r SAED Salem f o r t h e week o f Aug. 1 0 t h : GP-9 1742, GP-7 1567, GP-9 1731-1701, 
GP-9 1733-1716, GP-18 1751, GP-9 1737. T h i s i s a p a r t i a l l i s t f o r t h e week, i t may be 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e 1733 i s s t i l l h o l d i n g up i n t h e o l d McGinn i s b l u e , b l a c k 

and w h i t e p a i n t scheme, m a i n l y due t o a m i l d d e t e r g e n t t h a t ' s used t o c l e a n t h e e n g i n e . 

T h i s won't l a s t f o r e v e r though u n l i k e t h e Maine C e n t r a l t h a t ' s e l e c t e d t o keep some o f 

t h e i r o l d e r power i n t h e " o l d p a i n t scheme" t h e B&M l o o k s f o r t h e i r new image t o be 

e a s i l y recogn i z e d . 

L a t e l y a l o t o f t h e GP-18's 1 7 5 0 - 1 7 5 5 have been showing up i n Salem, I've been t o l d 

t h a t t h e r e ' s a s u r p l u s o f power due t o t h e summer season ( n o t much work i n o r o u t ) so 

t h a t t h e s e u n i t s can be spared and d i s t r i b u t e d f r e e l y . As a r u l e t h e GP-40's, and 38's 
a r e used on t h e l o n g h a u l s b u t o c c a s i o n a l l y a heavy f r e i g h t l i k e POME o r B0ME w i l l be 

seen w i t h 4 o r 5 Geeps p u l l i n g them, w h i l e t h e Geep 7 ' s , 9 's, o r 18's do e x t r a w o r k . 

FROM BILLERICA: The 1725, w h i c h a l o n g w i t h t h e 1726 ( b o t h GP-9's) r e b u i l d i n g a f t e r t h e 

Chicopee wreck a r e s t i l l b e i n g worked o n . The 1725 s h o u l d be l e a v i n g t h e shops by t h e 

end o f t h i s month. As mentioned i n e a r l i e r N e w s l e t t e r s t h e s e u n i t s w i l l be u n i q u e as 

under t h e B&M b l u e p a i n t s t a n d s t h e c o l o r s o f t h e Union P a c i f i c bought by way o f Naprano 

Salvage o f New J e r s e y . Not o n l y w i l l t h e s e two u n i t s have t h e new p a i n t scheme, but 

under t h e cab window w i l l be t h e 1825. T h i s new p r o c e d u r e has been a n t i c i p a t e d f o r a 

l o n g t i m e . Now a l l GP-9 1 s t h a t go i n f o r r e - w i r i n g o f new e l e c t r i c c a b , e l e c t r i c a l 

m a g n e t i c c o n t a c t s i n s t e a d o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l pneumatic t y p e s w i l l g e t t h i s new 1800 
s e r i e s d e s i g n a t i o n . A l s o n o t i c e a b l e w i l l be t h e d e l e t i o n o f t h e s i g n "No f o o t b o a r d " 

a l o n g w i t h t h e orange p a i n t e d s t e p s . B l a c k s t e p s w i l l be back a g a i n . Other u n i t s i n 

t h e f i e l d t h a t have a l r e a d y been r e - w i r e d w i l l p r o b a b l y have a s p r a y p a i n t and s t e n c i l 

j o b p u t on p r o v i d e d t h a t a s u i t a b l e c o l o r match can be a c h i e v e d w i t h minimal p r o b l e m s . 

A t p r e s e n t t h e r e a r e o v e r t w e n t y such u n i t s t h a t have been r e - w i r e d i n t h i s c a t e g o r y . 

A p a r t i a l l i s t i s t h i s : 1703, 1706, 1708, 1717, 1721, 1738, 1 7 4 1 . In two months t h e 

1726 w i l l l e a v e t h e shops done as t h e same. 

Accu-Cals t o l d me some months back t h a t when t h e i r s u p p l y o f Boston & Maine d e c a l s i s 

d e p l e t e d t h a t t h e y w i l l i s s u e t h e i r new Boston and Maine s e r i e s . T h i s new change, 

a l o n g w i t h t h e 1800 s e r i e s numbers r e p l a c i n g t h e 1700's, t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h e orange 

s t e p s , s h o u l d keep t h e modeler busy...what about t h a t Don Clarke???? 

When t h e new 1825 l e a v e s f i n i s h e d , i t w i l l a l s o be t h e o n l y GP-9 u n i t n o t t o have t h e 

dynamic b r a k e s , h o u s i n g and f a n on t h e t o p and s i d e s , as her s i s t e r u n i t s have. 

14 L NOTES FROM A SONIC VANTAGE POINT - P a r k e r S t . , S. A c t o n , by DON TEAD 

The f i v e MBTA F-40's w i l l b r i n g a new and v e r y p l e a s i n g sound t o t h e B&M - The Nathan 

K-5LA. Bob Swanson o f Vancouver and Deane E l l s w o r t h o f AMTRAK developed t h e K-5LA and 

b o t h AMTRAK and CHESS IE have made i t ' t h e i r s t a n d a r d . W a l t e r Mark, MBTA's CM0, heard t h e 

horn i n Chicago on one o f t h e r a i l r o a d s , l i k e d i t and s p e c i f i e d i t f o r t h e new u n i t s . 

A m y s t e r y ! No. 200 has a horn sounding t h e same n o t e s as t h e S-3BR on t h e Pullmans but 

t h e t i m b r e ( m u s i c a l q u a l i t y ) i s n o t t h e same. Looking up f r o m t r a c k s i d e , I d i d n o t recog

n i z e t h e horn as an S-3BR. (20Q was i n S. Acton 8/12 on t h e " s t r i n g t r a i n " . ) Perhaps a 

member can t e l l me how t h e horn found i t s way a t o p #200 i n s t e a d o f t h e f u r n i s h e d S-3LR and 

what t h e model number i s . E x c e l l e n t sound I " 
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BOB WEBER, 75 P i c k w i c k D r i v e , D o y l e s t o w n , PA 18901 - I would l i k e t o c o r r e s p o n d w i t h 

anyone h a v i n g a hand l a n t e r n made by t h e New England Glass Company. NEGO went o u t o f 

busi n e s s i n 1888. I would l i k e t o g e t some dimensions and photos o f them i f I c a n . 

WAYNE PERRY, B u r l i n g t o n , MA, phone 272-1494 - i s l o o k i n g f o r i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 

whereabouts o f f o r m e r "Talgo T r a i n s " . 

DAN REAGAN, 7416 S. I v y Way, Englewood, CO 80112 - FOR SALE: Sunset B&M K-8 2-8-0 w i t h 

W o r t h i n g t o n Feedwater H e a t e r , $190.00. Custom Brass New Haven 1-4 4-6-2, $200.00. Both 

brand new. 

HENRY G. KEITH, 4908 Loma Laguana D r i v e , C a r l s b a d , CA 92008 - i s s e e k i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 

r e g a r d i n g employment r e c o r d o f one G i l b e r t Henry K e i t h , employed as a "Manager" o f t h e 

Boston £ Maine RR i n Boston ???? many years ago. 

LEWIS C. TUTTLE, Old Pet e r b o r o u g h Road, RFD 1 , Hancock, NH 03449, phone 603-525-4020 -

FOR SALE: Complete s e t o f B&M B u l l e t i n s f r o m F a l l 1974 t o S p r i n g 1980. Best o f f e r . 

A l t h o u g h you were k i n d enough t o p r i n t t h i s ad i n y o u r J u l y i s s u e , I have had no t a k e r s . 

Perhaps I made t h e m i s t a k e o f s a y i n g t h a t t h e l i s t p r i c e was $45.75. T h i s i s n ' t a mat

t e r o f t r y i n g t o make money;- I've j u s t g o t t o c l e a n o u t my bookcases and i t w ould seem 

t o me t h a t some o f t h e newer members would want v e r y much t o p i c k up t h i s c o l l e c t i o n i f 

th e y c o u l d a f f o r d i t . T h e r e f o r e , 1 am hoping t h a t you w i l l r e p r i n t t h e a d , w i t h o u t t h e 

l i s t p r i c e r e f e r e n c e , as shown on t h e a t t a c h e d p a p e r . O t h e r w i s e I may have t o t h r o w 

them away t o make room and t h i s would seem t o be v e r y u n d e s i r a b l e s i n c e many o f them a r e 

now o u t o f p r i n t . 

H. BRUCE LESLIE, 37 Shore Road, B r i s t o l , Rl 02809 - WANTED: One copy o f B&M Employes' 

Magazine, August 1930, V o l . 7, No. 4. 

M.T.T.H.S. (Modern T r a n s p o r t T e c h n i c a l and H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ) r e c e n t l y formed i n 

M o n r o v i a , CA, " i s b a s i c a l l y aimed a t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e t r a n s p o r t e n t h u s i a s t , h i s 

t o r i a n , and mo d e l e r . The S o c i e t y i s i n t e r e s t e d i n a l l modes o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , p r i m a r 

i l y the- e r a f r o m 1900 t o t h e p r e s e n t , b o t h d o m e s t i c and f o r e i g n . " Please c o n t a c t : 

David G. Casdorph, MTTHS, P.O. Box 1458, M o n r o v i a , CA 91016 

GEOFFREY BOLTON, Brown Road, S h i r l e y , MA 01464, 8/12/80 - A l c o #1271 i n t h e m i d d l e o f a 

f r e i g h t headed e a s t t h r o u g h S h i r l e y - headed f o r B i l l e r i c a ? See it e m f r o m Joe Camarano 

i n August N e w s l e t t e r . 

JOE CAMARANO, 80 Rublee S t . , A r l i n g t o n , MA 02174, 8/23/80 - " I n t h e August 1980 News

l e t t e r i t was noted by me t h a t on J u l y 5, 1980 B&M Engine #1271 was i n f a c t " a l i v e and 

w e l l " w o r k i n g t h e y a r d i n E. D e e r f i e l d . On August 16, my son Mike and I saw #1271 s i t 

t i n g d e a t h l y q u i e t i n t h e N. B i l l e r i c a y a r d w i t h a capped/wrapped s t a c k ! I Does t h i s 

mean t h e end o f t h e l i n e f o r Ole #1271, o r i s she t h e r e f o r r e p a i r s ? ? Anyone have an 

answer? ( L a t e r o b s e r v a t i o n : #1271 i s s t i l l a t N. B i l l e r i c a t h i s d a t e , 8/23/80.) 
A b i t o f f o l l o w - u p on Don LeJeune's August N e w s l e t t e r i n f o c o n c e r n i n g GP9 #1740. On 

August 16, 1980 #1740 was a g a i n ( o r s t i l l ) a t N. B i l l e r i c a . Appears t o be i n need o f 

some brake work as was e v i d e n t by m i s s i n g p a r t s . ( A l s o , on t h i s d a t e , August 23, 1980, 
#1740 was s t i l l a t N. B i l l e r i c a and s t i l l i n need o f brake work.) 

SAT, AUG. 23, 1980, BOSTON HERALD AMERICAN - "Tanker l e a k s t o x i c a c i d i n S o m e r v i l i e R a i l -

y a r d . " N.P.I, b u t Mayor Brune q u i t e c o n c e r n e d . 

BOSTON GLOBE, AUGUST 19, 1980, " D e l i v e r Me by N i g h t Owl" by Ch a r l e s A. R a d i n , AMTRAK 
t a k e a Bow - a v e r y f a v o r a b l e r e p o r t on t r i p t o D.C. by n i t e t r a i n . 
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MYSTERY PHOTO, BOSTON HERALD AMERICAN, 8/22 - showing Hoosac Tunnel t h r o u g h t h e "GREEN 

MOUNTAINS" o f Western Mass. s t i l l d o u b l e - t r a c k e d i n p h o t o . 

"NEXT STOP, NOSTALGIA" - photo s t o r y o f t h e W o l f e b o r o RR, BOSTON GLOBE, Sunday, 8/24 / 8 0 , 
(B. Dawson). 

A NOTE OF SADNESS ~ Died on August 2 6 t h , Audrey P a r k e r , s i s t e r o f t h e l a t e C a r l t o n 

P arker (well-known r a i l f a n and p h o t o g r a p h e r ) , o f Newton, MA. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e a v a i l a b l e p o s t p a i d ( u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e noted ) by o r d e r i n g 
d i r e c t f r o m t h i s a d d r e s s : B u s i n e s s M g r . , B & M R B H S , B o x 2 3 6 2 , H a r w o o d S t a t i o n , 

L i t t l e t o n M A 0 1 4 6 0 . P u b l i c a t i o n s o r d e r s s en t t i any o t h e r a d d r e s s e s w i l l be s u b j e c t t o an a u t o m a t i c d e l a y 
o f a t l e a s t t w o w e e k s . D o N O T i n c l u d e any o t h e r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h t h e s e o r d e r s ! 

B & M B U L L E T I N S : W i n t e r 1 9 7 6 - 7 , S p r i n g , S u m m e r , F a l l 1 9 7 7 , P R I C E : $ 2 . 2 5 e a . S p r i n g , 
S u m m e r , F a l l 1978 ; W i n t e r 1 9 7 8 - 9 , S p r i n g , S u m m e r 1979 , S p r i n g 1 9 8 0 , P R I C E : $ 2 . 5 0 ea 

O T H E R B & M R R H S P U B L I C A T I O N S : 1932 Snow T r a i n m e n u - 25£; r e p r i n t e d M o n t p e l i e r 
& W e l l s R i v e r / B a r r e & C h e l s e a RR e m p l o y e s ' t i m e t a b l e # 6 2 B of J a n u a r y 2 2 , 1928 - $ 1 . 0 0 
B & M M O D E L I N G G U I D E : D o n C l e r k e ' s e x c e l l e n t h a n d o u t f r o m h i s m o d e l i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n a t the 
O c t o b e r 1979 m e e t i n g . C o n t a i n s a n a l l - t i m e l i s t o f a r t i c l e s / p l a n s / d a t a p u b l i s h e d o n the B & M i n 
the B u U e t i n ^ J£c^e l _Ra jy [ rpade j^^MC, e t c . I t a l s o i n c l u d e s a l i s t o f a l l B & M o r c o n v e r t i b l e B & M 
p r o d u c t s i n a l l guages : m o t i v e p o w e r , r o l l i n g s t o c k , e t c . $ 1 . 0 0 
A C O M P L E T E I N D E X t o a l l B & M B u l l e t i n s , 75£, i n c l u d i n g p o s t a g e . 

' M O G U L S , M O U N T A I N S & M E M O R I E S : T h e S o c i e t y ' s o w n 136 -page b o o k f e a t u r i n g 4 - c o l o r c o v e r s , 
180 b+w pho t o s and 4 i n t e r n a l c o l o r p l a t e s by N e w E n g l a n d ' s f o r e m o s t r a i l p h o t o g r a p h e r s . M a i n 
l i n e s t e a m and d i e s e l a c t i o n f r o m 1940 t o the p r e s e n t o n the B o s t o n & A l b a n y , B A R , B & M , C P R , 
C V , G T and M E C i s h i g h l i g h t e d p l u s b r a n c h and s h o r t l i n e s t h r o u g h o u t the r e g i o n t o t h e n o r t h and 
w e s t o f B o s t o n . Heavy c o a t e d s t o c k p l u s d u r a b l e b i n d i n g m a k e t h i s an e x c e l l e n t v a l u e o n any 
b o o k s h e l f . S o f t bound . $ 1 2 . 9 5 
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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 1980 J O I N T MEETING OF THE B&MRRHS AND THE 470 CLUB 

A f t e r a sumptuous f e a s t p r o v l d e d by Post 95 o f t h e American L e g i o n , and t h e doubleheaded 

Sunset S p e c i a l , t h e August me e t i n g o f t h e Boston & Maine R a i l r o a d H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y and 

the 470 Club was c a l l e d t o o r d e r by Joe Shaw i n s t a l l #4 o f t h e Conway Sce n i c R a i l r o a d 

Engine House i n N o r t h Conway,• NH a t 8:25 PM. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 100 i n a t t e n d a n c e f r o m b o t h 

c l u b s 1 i s t e n e d as V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B&MRRHS, John Goodwin, we1 corned one and a l 1 t o 
th e e v e n i n g m e e t i n g . N e x t , L a r r y B l a n c , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 470 CIub welcomed t h o s e p r e 

s e n t on b e h a l f o f t h e P o r t l a n d g r o u p . The Business p o r t i o n o f t h e m e e t i n g was d i s m i s s e d 

i n f a v o r o f t h e t h o r o u g h l y MEC—B&H e n t e r t a i n m e n t . B e f o r e embarking i n t o t h e m o v i e s , 

th e dual membership o f f e r e d a h e a r t y round o f appl a u s e t o t h e Conway Seenic Rai1 road and 
i t s magnanimous P r e s i d e n t , Mr. Dwight Smi t h . Dwight r e t u r n e d t h e g r a t i tude wi t h an 

e q u a l l y h e a r t y "You're a l 1 Welcome!" A l l were i n f u l l agreement t h a t t h e day had p r o v e d , 

as u s u a l , t o be a success as we once a g a i n w i t n e s s e d t h e g l o r y o f steam i n t h e shadows o f 

th e g l o r y o f t h e White M o u n t a i n s . The e n t e r t a i n m e n t was p r o v i d e d by 470 Club member 

L a r r y Brown, who was a s s i s t e d by l o n g t i m e f a v o r i t e , Ron Johnson. Ron p u t i n a " p i u g " f o r 

t h e 470's new r e c o r d r e l e a s e , " V a n i s h i n g Vapor" and r e i t e r a t e d upon upcoming r a i 1 f a n 
a c t i v i t i e s ( i . e . , t h e 1sland Pond t r i p on Sept. 27 t h e Gorham G a l l i v a n t on Se p t . 28and 
th e Mass Bay RRE t r i p on O c t . 4 from Boston t o t h e B e r k s h i r e s . ) A f t e r t h e s e b r i e f 

announcements and a c c o l a d e s , L a r r y Brown r o l l e d some p r i c e l e s s movies o f MEC Steam o f 

a l l shapes and s i zes i n t h e P o r t l a n d - G a r d i n e r - W a t e r v i 1 l e a r e a s . I n c l u d e d a l o n g wi t h t h i s , 

L a r r y p r e s e n t e d some f a s c i n a t i n g f o o t a g e o f t h e B r i d g t o n & H a r r i s o n and numerous f a n t r i p s 

on t h e 1ine. L a r r y a l s o p r e s e n t e d some v i n t a g e L i v e Steam f i l m s t h a t p r oved a v e r y 

p l e a s a n t change f r o m 12" t o t h e f o o t s c a l e ! The meet i n g f i n a l l y a d j o u r n e d a t a p p r o x i 

m a t e l y 10:45 PM as a l l d e p a r t e d a f t e r h a v i n g e n j o y e d a p l e a s a n t day o f steam r a i l r o a d i n g 

i n t h e Saco R i v e r V a l l e y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

Robert M.J. H agopian, S e c r e t a r y 

B&MRRHS 
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