
Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society Ne ws letter 
P.O. Box 3 0 2 , Reading, Massachuset t s 0 1 8 6 7 

John C. A lden, Ed i t o r JANUARY 1980 Thomas R. Engel , Ass t . Ed i t o r 

Dear Boston & Maine fans: 

JANUARY MEETING S A T U R D A Y > J A N - 1 2 t h » 1 9 8 0 > 8 P M > F i r s t Pa r i sh Un i ta r ian Church , Woburn Sq., 
Woburn, Mass. Enter ta inment w i l l be provided by member B i l l Pappas cover ing 

B&M Diesels in a l l the i r var ie ty f r o m the 50's to the present . 
FEBRUARY MEETING S A T U R D A Y > F E B - 9 t h > 1 9 8 0 » 8 P M > F i r s t Pa r i sh Un i ta r ian Church, Woburn Sq., 

Woburn, Mass . Enter ta inment w i l l be put on by member Gary Webster . 
Our regu lar meetings are held the second Saturday of every month at 8PM in the above church , 

unless a di f ferent t ime or place is announced in these Newsle t ters . The church , the only one in Woburn 
Square without a steeple, is at the corner of Winn St. & Rt . 38 several blocks nor th of the RR stat ion . 

BOX CHANGE FOR PUBLICATIONS ORDERS: Was Box 223, IS NOW BOX 2 3 6 2 
I M P O R T A N T NOTE NEW BOX NUMBER! ! ! That address: Business Manager, B&MRRHS, 

Box 2362, Harwood Station, L i t t l e t on MA 01460. 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S F A L L 1979 B&M B U L L E T I N is now SOLD OUT! An unprecedented occurrence , 

and due to over-success, an ex t raord inary volume of r e t a i l & m a i l o rde r s . 
PLANS OF B&M RAILROAD EQUIPMENT, etc. Due to the i l lness of our Model -

I M P O R T A N T l i n g Ed i t o r , the sale of plans is being discontinued indef ini te ly pending his 
recovery . Several o rders already received have not yet been f i l l ed and we have 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S received inqu i r i es f r om some of you about them. Unless we hear f r om you r e ­
questing a refund, we w i l l hold your orders unt i l we are once again able to 
offer the plans , . 

FROM YE EDITORS ^ a n y thanks go to those who have helped w i th the monthly mai l ings of the Newsletter 
and to our correspondents who keep us up to date w i th NEW^jre_B&M_atters_! ! ! 

SANDOWN S T A T I O N W A N T E D : S t a t i o n a r t i f ac ts f o r SANDOWN, N . H . STATION RESTORATION. Any 
i tems such as benches, te legraph ins t ruments , posters , t r a i n o rde r boards, green 

& white signal f lags, etc. Please contact: M r s . Bertha Deveau. Pres ident , Sandown H i s t o r i c a l Society, 
Nor th Road, Sandown NH 03873. 

MOGULS, MOUNTAINS & MEMORIES T h e b o o k i s scheduled ^ release March 15, 1980, (not Ma r ch 1 
as indicated in last month's Newsle t ter ) . Use the order blank in 

th is Newsletter to reserve yours now at $11.95 per copy. 

B & M 2-8-0 R A F F L E T h e S o c i e t y h a s purchased two of the recent ly released Sunset Models HO-guage 
B & M 2 -8 -0 ' s , one each of the Elesco and Worthington feedwater heater-equipped 

models . Mode l l e r s , here ' s your chance! We are going to raf f le these engines at $1.00 per chance. I f 
you 'd l i ke to take one or more t i cke t s , f i l l i n the entry blank on page 7 and r e t u r n i t to the Business 
Manager not l a t e r than March 1, 1980. If you take more than one chance, be sure to make a Xerox copy 
o f t h e entry bl-mk fo r each $1.00 you send over the f i r s t $1 .00 . REPEAT: ""Air entr ies must be received 
not l a t e r than March 1~"T980. The drawing w i l l be at the March 1980 meet ing . I f th is is successful , w e ' l l 
t r y i t again w i th other New England prototype mode ls . 

TRACKSIDE STRUCTURES T h e r e s u l t s a r e beginning to come in - H u r r a h ! So f a r , 42 people have offered 
to help. We have discovered that our endeavor is unique. No one else has 

t r i e d to save on f i l m the s t ruc tures that are the signposts of our past . We have had four r epor ts f r o m peo­
ple in the f i e ld of the disappearance of f a m i l i a r bui ldings by demol i t i on or vandal ism before they were 
photographed. Help is s t i l l needed - there are only f o r t y - two of us . Won't you j o in us - a l l you need i s a 
camera . We expect to get a c i r c u l a r l e t t e r out shor t ly deta i l ing progress and the guidel ines f o r tax deduct­
ib le g i f t g iv ing of your expense. W r i t e : Gene Prowten , 132 Stow Rd. , Boxboro MA 01719; enclose a large SSAE. 

# # # # A D D R E S S for a l l MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: T . R. Engel , Memb. Sec , B&MRRHS, Box 369, 
Belmont MA 02178. Please do not send Memb. Sec. business to Reading as that can cause delays. 
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• The December 1979 meet ing of the B&MRRHS was cal led to o rde r by Pres ident 
B&M66tinQ Ma lco lm Houck on Saturday, December 8 at 8:16 P M i n the F i r s t Pa r i sh Un i ta r i an 

Church, Woburn,- Mass . There were approx imate ly 72 members and guests present . 
The Secretary 's r epo r t was read and accepted w i t h the addi t ion that the October p r og ram con ­

tained m a t e r i a l on Canadian r a i l r o a d s . 
The T r e a su r e r ' s r epo r t waived. 
Bu l l e t in A r t D i r e c t o r D i ck Symmes repor ted that the W in t e r B&M_Bul l e t in w i l l go to the p r i n t e r 

next week and should be out by the end of the month . 
P r o g r a m Chai rman Joe Shaw announced that the p r og ram f o r the January meet ing w i l l be a sl ide 

show on B & M diesels i n the 50's and 60 's . He also reported that the February p rog ram w i l l be g iven by 
Gary Webster of M i l f o r d NH; and that the M a r c h p rog ram w i l l feature a s l ide show by D i ck Sanbornton 
of sl ides f r o m the Charles A ther ton co l l ec t ion . 

Pres ident Ma i Houck advised that persons wo rk ing on the Tracks ides Structures pro j ec t should 
avoid trespass ing on r a i l r o a d p rope r t y . He also indicated that th is p ro j ec t should never be used as a p r e ­
text f o r so l i c i t i ng cab r ides o r enter ing non-publ ic areas, and that a ce r ta in amount of phys ica l r i s k is 
entai led even by experienced professional r a i l r o a d employees when on r a i l r o a d p rope r t y . Tracks ide 
Structures Pro jec t Cobrdinator Eugene Prowten requested that par t i c ipants i n th is pro jec t use common 
sense and avoid c rea t ing prob lems fo r themselves and the Society. 

A r ch i v e Committee Cha i rman F o r r e s t Mack repor ted that four steel f i l i n g cabinets should be 
avai lable by spr ing 1980 to accommodate the r e p a i r s l ips and the large b luepr ints and drawings i n the 
Society 's Arch ives at the Univers i ty of L o w e l l . He noted that wo rk sessions at the Arch ives dur ing Nov­
ember and December logged 28 and 25 person-hours respect ive ly of cataloging and r e p a i r of the co l l e c t ­
ions . He repor ted that f u r the r wo rk sessions would probably be held monthly f r o m February to May on 
the second Saturday of each month , and that persons wish ing to see the col lect ions o r wo rk on them 
should noti fy h i m or other Arch ive Committee members beforehand. 

The business po r t i on of the meet ing was adjourned at 8:24 P M . A f t e r the business por t i on of the 
meet ing Don Bray gave a sl ide p r o g r a m on the h i s t o r y and operat ion of the Mount Washington Cog Railway. 

Respectfully submit ted , F o r r e s t Mack, Secretary 

„ r r A T T H N Q T h e fo l lowing publ icat ions are avai lable postpaid (unless otherwise noted) by o rde r ing 
F a B M ^ A 2 ^ r W _ ^ d i r e c t f r o m this address: Business M g r . , B&MRRHS, Box 2362 (note new box number) 
Harwood Station, L i t t l e t on MA 01460. Publ icat ions orders sent to any other addresses w i l l be subject to 
an automatic delay of at least two weeks. Do not include any other correspondence w i th these o r d e r s ! 

B & M B U L L E T I N S : F a l l 1976; W in t e r 1976-7; Spr ing , Summer , F a l l 1977, PRICE: $2 .25each . 
Summer, F a l l 1978; W in t e r 1978-9, Spr ing , Summer. 1979 PRICE: $2 .50 . F A L L 1979 SOLD OUT 

O T H E R B & M R R H S P U B L I C A T I O N S : 1932 Snow T r a i n menu-25£; r ep r in t ed Montpe l i e r 
& We l l s R i v e r/Ba r r e & Chelsea RR employes ' t imetable #62B of January 22, 1928 - $1.00 

B O O K S B Y O T H E R P U B L I S H E R S : AJMnjmck_o f . L i gh t by C a r l R. B y r o n . A72pp . 6 " x9 " 
softbound h is to ry of the construct ion and operat ion of Hoosac Tunnel by a we l l -known B&MRRHS 
member and f o r m e r o f f i cer . I l l us t ra t ed w i t h photos, maps , and d iag rams , $4.95 
Vamshjn^Mj ; rkers_ , a 128pp. i l l u s t r a t ed descr ip t i on of Boston & Maine r a i l r oad ing 1948-1952 
by a f o r m e r B & M brakeman. This i s a capt ivat ing account of B & M operations dur ing one of the 
most in te res t ing per iods i n the company's h i s t o r y . Members $12.50; non-members $14.95 . 
New England_Die je ls s Dave A l p e r t & George Me l v in ' s photographic chronic le of the Diese l l o c o ­
mot ive i n New"England f r o m the 1930's to the present day. A l l c lass I roads as we l l as s h o r t -
l ines are represented i n the 420+ photographs f r o m New England's ma jo r r a i l photographers as 
we l l as some unknowns. The book i s organized on a state-by-state basis inc luding maps of r a i l 
mileage i n each state. A n excel lent va lue ! hardbound, 232pp. members $24. Others $26 J ,95 S 

N o r t h C T n J ^ U j ^ J ^ 7 9 _ E d i U ^ n : A 34-page i l l u s t r a t e d guide to the r a i l r oads of Maine , New Hamp­
sh i re and V e r m o n t , t h e i r f r e i gh t and passenger operat ions, locomot ive r o s t e r s , y a r d and engine 
t e r m i n a l locat ions , maps , and rad io frequencies plus gazeteers of p r inc ipa l points of in te res t 
i n each state . Includes a l l museums w i t h equipment r o s t e r s . $3 .50 . 

Ba i l r oad S t e j t i on j ^ M a r k W . Beauregard . 
B T E W I I A 72-page, softcover book containing photographs of ex is t ing Boston & Maine stations as they 

are today—homes , businesses, abandoned, o r s t i l l i n use. $ 7 . 9 5 . 
NEW! B & M MODELING GUIDE: Don C lerke ' s excel lent handout f r o m h is mode l l ing presentat ion at the 
NEW! October 1979 meet ing . Contains an a l l - t i m e l i s t of art ic les/plans/data published on the B & M i n 
NEW! the B u l l e t i n , Model Ra i l r oader , E M C j etc . , I t a lso includes a l i s t of a l l B & M o r convert ib le 
NEW! B & M products i n a l l guages:"motive power , r o l l i n g stock, e tc . $1.00 

A COMPLETE INDEX to a l l B & M Bu l l e t ins , 75£, Inc luding postage. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON BOSTON & MAINE R.R. HISTORY ( f rom B & M RR Employes ' Magazine) 

5 Q JAN. 1930, V o l . 6, #10, Leading a r t i c l e : "The F l y i n g Yankee Now Tops Them A l l " runs 
y e a r s a g o n o n _ s t o p Boston & Por t land , 114 m i l e s , disclosed as the fastest t r a i n i n U.S. on r u n of 

100 m i l e s o r m o r e , average speed of 51mph, faster than the Congressional L t d . (PRR) 
i n 2nd place; photo shows eng. #3689 at head of th is t r a i n . . " J . W. Smith Now V. P r e s . " 
f r o m the I . H. B . RR, in charge of the Operat ing Dept. . " T r a i n m e n of the Por t land D i v . 
Hear Hawks, P fe i fer , and Mul laney " , 1st 'Get Together Meet ing ' of 1930 i n d r i v e to get 
more business f o r the B & M . . "Supt . Twombly Speaks at Chicago" addressed safety sec­
t ion of ARA, photo shows group f r o m the B & M i n f ront of "M inu t e M a n " 4-6-2 at N . Sta., 
Center spread shows 2-8-4 #4011 w i t h a long eastbound f re ight i n the Deer f ie ld V a l l e y . . . 

„ c J A N . - F E B . 1955, V o l . 23, #1 - F ron t cover shows Skimobile at M t . Cranmore , Nor th 
J B Conway NH, dest ination of Snow T r a i n f o r many seasons, . ins ide f ront cover photo-s tory 

"New Sleeping Cars on T o u r " , 4 new cars for the State of Maine exhibited at var ious 
locat ions , . lead s tory : " A L e t t e r f r o m Our Pres ident " , T . G. Sughrue, explains the many 
improvements , etc . made dur ing past year , d iese l locomotives on a l l through t r a i n s , 
s t reaml ined F l y ing Yankee, new type Ra i l Diese l Cars (Budd cars), expanded use of CTC, 
reduct ion i n debt. . " M o r e Than 2,850 Cub Scouts V i s i t Us " , photos at BET and N. Adams 
scouts were given copies of booklet "Ra i l r oad ing on the Boston & Maine" . . "Nove l P u l p -
wood Cars Bu i l t by B & M " bu i l t at Concord Shops, 1st bu i l t there since W W I I ; cars of 
steel construct ion w i t h welded rack ends and under f rame, some are being used between 
Bow NH and Lawrence . . " O r i g i n a l Boston Retarders R e t i r e d " , were i n serv ice i n yards 
8 & 9 E. Somerv i l le since Sept. 26, 1927. . Promot ions : R. E . Baker appointed Gen. M g r . 
Mech. f o r MEC RR, Whi t Haynes Gen. Supt. Oper. T r ans . , Ernes t E. Bloss made Gen. 
Mech . Supt. . "New F i l m s Ava i l ab l e " one by N ET&T " H u r r i c a n e Sisters Sweep New Eng ­
l and " shows handl ing of special t ra ins f o r telephone equipment moves, H . P. Hood f i l m 
on handl ing &*processing of m i l k f r o m Nor the rn NE to Char lestown. Both f i l m s added to 
B & M ' s f i l m l i b r a r y . . " B i g Tank Poses Shipping P r o b l e m " , 55,000# o i l d i s t i l l a t i on tank 
shipped f r o m Boston to Po r t A r t h u r TX , actual r a i l journey started at West Concord MA , 
tank d iameter 13 f t . , moved i n special t r a i n v ia Bel lows Fa l l s to White Creek NY v ia 
Rutland RR, thence D&H to M e c h a n i c v i l l e . . . 

Special note should be made of the anniversary of the Tay Br idge d isaster , 100 years ago, 
L>Li>AbL&Ki> D e c ^ 2 8 ^ l g 7 9 . a t r a i Q o f t h e N o r t h B r i t i s h R a i i w a y f e u i n t o the F i r t h of Tay when the cast 
i r o n Tay Br idge collapsed in high winds , k i l l i n g 75; no s u r v i v o r s . One of the ma jor embarassments of 
B r i t i s h c i v i l engineering; a lmost comparable to the Ashtabula, Ohio d isaster of Dec. 29, 1876 (80 k i l l e d 
i n collapse of c a s t - i r o n br idge on Lake'Shore & Mich igan Southern) which near l y shares the same a n n i ­
v e r s a r y . 

COMMUTER COMMENTS — A "Boo-boo" on the f ront page of the Boston Hera ld Amer i c an 
I f l t t G r S o n £> e c - 19th. Under the caption "The Governor gets h is t r a i n s " photo shows a r e m a r k -

-able l ikeness to a s t reaml ined NYC Hudson type w i th two passenger c a r s . What 's wrong? 
Just the fact that the tender was omi t ted ; no one but a dyed i n the wool r a i l f an would notice the di f ference. 
Which ra ises the question: what i s the locomotive bo i l e r f o r ? Ans . : to make the enjj jnejtender. (laugh) 

The preceeding was occasioned by Mass . Gov. K ing ' s tak ing over the MB TA on a 45-day e m e r ­
gency basis e a r l i e r this month . The t r a n s i t system was l i ke to r u n out of money and to avoid having the 
checks bounce (especial ly payrol l ) H is Excel lency used h is statutory emergency powers; th is was dur ing 
an acute budget squabble over the " T " de f i c i t . Now the b ig question is what happens af ter 45 days. Fare 
increase? Service Cutbacks? Receivership, a l a South Boston High? Reorganization? Who knows. Mean­
t ime the t r a ins and buses (the l a t t e r a f ter a fashion) continue to r u n . On the F i t chburg l ine schedules 
have been juggled again and the old 10:10pm t r a i n f o r S. Acton i s back on, and the 9:10 t r a i n off. The last 
t r a ins out of Nor th Station are back to 12:10am departures (OOlOhrs.) a f ter being at 11:59pm f o r severa l 
y ea r s . Which br ings up another question: wh ich t r a i n out of Nor th Station i s the easiest to catch? 

Gardner Dept. — Service to Gardner and F i t chburg resumes January 14th, a f ter a hiatus of 20 
years f o r Gardner and 15 f o r F i t chburg . Latest word i s that there w i l l be two t ra ins f r o m Gardner & two 
f r o m F i t chburg i n i n the morn ings w i t h a matching set i n the evening M o n - F r i ; addi t ional ly , there w i l l be 
a mid-day r u n out to Gardner and back, so i t w i l l be possible to do a same-day round t r i p f r o m Boston. 
No word yet about weekend serv ice ( i f any). L e t ' s hear i t f o r the Gardner s e r v i c e ! C h a i r s ! ! 

Conchords — The date f o r Concord serv ice resumpt ion i s s t i l l up i n the a i r ; as of 12/28 i t had 
not been decided. On Dec. 8th Gov. Galleri-signed a $3m. agreement w i t h the US DOT to fund the p ro j ec t . 
In te res t ing aspect: whi le serv ice at f i r s t would be w i t h conventional M B T A t ra ins (1st phase), a B r i t i s h 
Ley land-bu i l t ra i lbus (basical ly a l ightweight bus body mounted on a 4-wheel r a i l undercarr iage) would be 
tested without passengers on the l ine dur ing the sp r ing (2nd phase). I f successful , the ra i lbusses would 
take over a l l the Concord serv ice next summer f o r the pro j ec t ' s 3 rd phase, actual s e rv i ce . Gov't o f f ic ia ls 
were impressed w i t h the vehic le 's f l e x i b i l i t y ; i t could also prov ide branch l ine feeder se rv i ce . They note 
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too that th is ra i lbus is exper imenta l , and i f i t doesn't wo rk out they a ren ' t obligated to buy any m o r e . 
I t i s hoped the l i gh t e r ra i lbusses would prove more ef f ic ient and economical than the i r conventional 
counterpar ts . The data col lected f r o m both the conventional and the ra i lbus serv ice would help the US 
DOT determine the costs, serv iceab i l i ty and popular i ty of the new type of vehic le ; a f ter a l l , one of the 
se l l ing points Gov. Gallen had used i n gett ing serv ice r es to red was that i t was better to spend funds on 
running t r a ins and seeing how the publ ic responded than on study after study. Reportedly th is pro jec t 
w i l l be the f i r s t t ime the new ra i lbusses w i l l have been r u n i n serv ice anywhere i n the w o r l d ; though 
there i s something f a m i l i a r in the idea. (Brent Michie ls ) 

T r a c k rebu i ld ing wo rk between Nor th Bever ly (end of double track) and Ipswich began Nov. 1. 
News t ies and bal last are being ins ta l l ed ; a pr i va te contrac tor i s doing the w o r k on the MBTA-owned 
l i n e . W o r k has been supplemented by a 6-day a week stone t r a i n f r o m Lynn Sand & Stone Company of 
Swampscott. Power fo r the 10 to 19 car t r a i n has been 1702,1745,1751, & 1715. W o r k i s being rushed 
to complet ion before a heavy f ros t sets i n . (Dick Symmes and Don LeJeune) 

The 12:50. F o r i f i t ' s ten to one y o u ' l l get i t . . . ( o ld vaudevi l le line) 

-We welcome the fo l lowing new members to the B&MRRHS: Stephen M . He ins t r om, 
JU||j|»fSWakefield MA; Robert C. Wh i t t en , Suncook NH; David R. He ins t r om, Wakef ie ld MA; 

•Bernard B . Gould, Cambridge MA; Steve Hyde, Nat ick MA ; Jay W. Franc is , Conc'dMA; 
Sylvester D. Healey, Newburyport MA; B a r r y L ids tone , Greenfield Pa rk , Quebec; Clayton L . Dear th , 
West ford MA; W i l l i a m V . Furey , J r . , Bernardston MA; John S. Samek, Woonsocket R I ; Ber ton Towle , 
Holden MA; R ichard J . Steinberger, Hudson MA; Thomas L . Moss , P e t e r b o r o ' N H ; H.Augustus Nunes, J r . 
Rockport MA; Ralph W. Hamor , Salem NH; E . A . McHugh, Tyngsboro MA; Ronald Nadeau, Saugus MA; 
Gordon Nelson, Piscataway NJ; Leonard S. G i lmore , Exeter NH; F r a n k l i n K . Haggerty, Andover MA; 
John F . Skowron, Belmont MA; Kenneth W. E lden, N. B i l l e r i c a MA; David G.Lambert , Water town W I ; 
Ha l Re iser , New Rochelle NY; James Teed, Quincy MA; Edward R. Car l son , New Haven CT; Paul C. 
A l l e n , Mid land M I ; Robert V . L ew i s , M . D . , Providence R I ; W i l l i a m L . We lch , Nat ick MA; Joe Ferguson, 
Seabrook NH. Welcome aboard the B&MRRHS, gent lemen! 

# FOR SALE — HO brass locomot ives: P F M B & M 2-6-0 painted and l e t t e r ed , $195; P F M CPR Se l ­
k i r k 2-10-4 as new i n box, $275. P F M Santa Fe 2-10-4 as new i n box ( th is i s the 1968 version) 
f o r $200. Robert A . Buck, P. O. Drawer A , W a r r e n MA 01083. 

-(Send your Newslet ter i t ems to John C. A lden , U R i v e r s i d e Ave. , Concord MA 01742. 
|||gf§Let us & your fe l low members share your observations and notes of everyday happenings 

-on the Boston & Ma ine . This is your Newslet ter and you ' r e the ones who make i t happen.) 
Unpleasant note: Two f i f teen year old juveni les were a r res t ed by loca l pol ice a f ter allegedly 

sett ing a f i r e which badly char red the t r es t l e i n Peppere l l , Mass . The s t ruc tu re was placed out of s e r ­
v ice by the B & M pending a thorough examinat ion of the damage. (Ha r r y Frye) 
P t th P t - • 1567, the n o r m a l power f o r DO-1 out of Dover NH has been replaced by v a r -
i^ortsmoutn rot p o u r r i i o u g G p ? , & Q 1 5 6 7 h & d b e e n i Q D o v e r f o r m o n t h s . One more McGinnis 
paint scheme bites the dust (gets the s c r ape r ? ) . GP9 1749 at Dover i n new blue paint 12/8. (T. Pancurak) 
A shipment of r a i l f o r the west end i s due to come into Por tsmouth shor t l y by s h i p . . . GP9 1748 present 
power at Por tsmouth (ea. 12/8). . Po r t smouth Ya rd was v i s i t ed on 12/5 by a group of h igh- leve l B & M 
o f f i c i a l s . . the night swi tcher i n Por tsmouth was abolished i n November. DO-2 (gravel t ra in ) i s abol ished; 
extras w i l l be r u n as needed. DO-1 w i l l shor t l y be cut down f r o m 6 days to 5 days. (Paul Taylor ) 

On 23 Nov. Salem, Mass . y a rd had GP18 1751, SW1 1132, and SW9 1228 doing the chores . 
e 1751 is s t i l l i n the Bicentennial scheme. ( T i m Pancurak) On Dec. 10 EDSA came to Salem 

at 0600 w i t h GP-9's 1727, 1719, 1701. The " 0 1 " was p icked up i n Aye r af ter i t was discovered that the 
" 1 9 " had a bad case of f l a t wheels . (Don LeJeune) 

Added w o r k f o r the Lynn Switcher (Salem y d . power) next month w i l l be the opening of a f r u i t 
warehouse d i s t r i b u t o r oh the s i te of the old Lynn REA bu i ld ing . Word f r o m Salem is that the cars w i l l be 
brought i n by EDSA and worked by the 1st Salem Switcher (0700) then brought to Lynn by the Lynn Switcher. 
Cars f o r the Co. w i l l be brought to the "m idd l e passing t r a c k " adjacent to the Bennett St. y a rds , then the 
engine w i l l r u n around i t s t r a i n up the westbound t r a ck u t i l i z i n g i t s newly - ins ta l l ed t r a i l i n g point turnout . 

Strong w o r d around Boston i s that the MB T A would l ike to take over the Boston Engine T e r m i n a l 
f o r storage and maintenance fo r i t s equipment. Th i s move would put addit ional pressure on the now over ­
worked shops i n East Deer f ie ld and B i l l e r i c a . I f this happens, i t w i l l b e i n the mid-80 ' s . (Don LeJeune) 

The fo l lowing power i s out of serv ice f o r r epa i r s at B i l l e r i c a as of 12/10: 1703, 1555, 1556, 
200 (plus a new paint job), 1725, 1726 (Chicopee de ra i lment ) . A f t e r a b r i e f f l u r r y of r epor t s that 4267B 
might again be r e su r r e c t ed , word now i s that"4267B i s def ini te ly not going to be r ebu i l t — that ' s f i n a l ; 
w e ' l l see. .On 12/20 4267B was s i t t i ng jus t outside B i l l e r i c a Shops; not too f a r away 44-tonner 119 and 
Springf ie ld T e r m i n a l #1 reposed along w i t h a few A lco swi tchers (1186, some 1200 's ) . . GP-38 200 as of 
12/20 i s no longer a bicentennial uni t ; i t i s now i n the new ac ry l i c blue pa in t . This paint is expected to 
last longer and bet ter than the e a r l i e r blue pa in ts . 



BX Tower (Fitchburg) i s now a s t ruc ture of the past; new t r a c k c i r c u i t s , s ignals, and c r o s s ­
overs have been insta l led there and are contro l led by a t r a i n dispatcher f r o m B i l l e r i c a . Aye r Tower i s 
next f o r the same dispos i t ion; th is should be accomplished sometime i n January . Get your p ic tures NOW! 

The NH Transpor ta t ion Author i t y i s planning to rebu i ld the B & M ' s t r es t l e over Stoney Brook i n 
Lyndeboro NH on the H i l l sbo ro branch . De te r i o ra t i on of the 300- f t . long wrought i r o n (sic i n newspaper) 
t r e s t l e bu i l t i n 1883 threatens serv ice to Monadnock Paper 's m i l l s i n Bennington; cu r r en t l y Monadnock 
Paper suffers a competit ive disadvantage because of weight r e s t r i c t i ons on the t r e s t l e . The B & M has 
been thinking of abandoning the l i n e , p r inc ipa l l y because of the t r e s t l e ' s condit ion and the $ 1 . 2 m . e s t i ­
mated cost to replace i t . Current proposal i s f o r NHTA to purchase the t r es t l e and r epa i r or replace i t . 
Funding for the pro jec t must be l ined up (probably a combination of state and federal sources and the 
paper m i l l ) and an engineering design chosen. Whi le there was some sentiment to preserve the t r es t l e 
f o r i t s h i s t o r i c value, i t most probably w i l l have to be rep laced. Get your p i c tures now. (Dave Johnson) 
TTTTT W O T TT ' F ' RO ' RnTTr ' T T m T T T A T T O N T h e Wolfeborough RR has been sold; papers were f ina l l y signed ca. 
THE WOLFEBOROUGH M l U A l l U J N e a r l y D e c _ . c e r t a i n federal and state approvals are necessary but 
they are viewed as f o rma l i t i e s . The new owners are a group of 10 investors based large ly in Boston & 
New York ; none have any d i r e c t r a i l r o a d experience though they do have a broad background i n business, 
management, and t ou r i sm p romot i on . Dwight Hi l son is manager f o r the new owners and an investor h i m ­
self; work ing w i t h H i l son are B a r r y F o r d , operations manager, f o r m e r l y of Ithaca NY where he r a n a 
boatyard , and Wr i gh t George of Bath, V. Cha i rman of the new corpora t i on , Harva rd Business School g r a ­
duate and an Eastern A i r l i n e s p i l o t . B rad W i l l i a m s o n w i l l continue as mas t e r mechanic; f o r m e r owner 
Don Hal lock -is act ing as a consultant f o r the new owners . 

The group hopes to f ind a Diesel to use along w i t h the steam locomot ive #250 so that 2 t r a i n s can 
be r u n at the same t ime plus provide a backup f o r the s teamer . A s id ing at Cotton Va l l ey would al low two 
t r a ins to pass midway on the Wol feboro-Sanbornvi l le r u n s . Th is w in t e r is going to be spent wo rk ing on 
the equipment and other maintenance, also i n b rush-cu t t ing to open scenic v i s t as . A g i f t shop and mor e 
park ing w i l l be added at Wol feboro. The new owners are planning to resume operations next M e m o r i a l 
Day. (sent i n by C. F ranc i s Belcher , f r o m the C a r r o l l County Independent) 

A passenger ex t ra consist ing of an F40PH-2 and four Pu l lman Standard cars r an on the NH route 
on 17 November. I t fol lowed POSE-A to Nor th Chelmsford and continued n o r t h on the NH rou t e . The coal 
t r a i n to Bow NH had passed through the area an hour p r i o r to the passenger e x t r a . ( T i m Pancurak) 

Abandonment of the Bedford b ranch , supposed to have happened by now, has h i t a snag as the 
la rges t c o n s i g n e e s the branch is v igorous ly contest ing the abandonment; th is one may drag on f o r awhi le . 

B & M 2 - 8 - 0 R A F F L E E n t r y • D l a n k f o r ra f f le t i cke t s . REMEMBER, i f y ou take more than one chance 
be sure to make a Xe rox copy of the entry blank f o r each $1.00 you send over 

the f i r s t $1 .00 . REPEAT: A l l ent r i es must be received not l a t e r than Mar ch 1, 1980. 
" B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r , B & M R R H S 

P . O . B o x 2 2 3 , H a r w o o d S t a t i o n 
L i t t l e t o n , M A 0 1 4 6 0 

Y e s , I w a n t a c h a n c e t o w i n a B & M 2 - 8 - 0 ! ! I p r e f e r t h e (check one o r w e ' l l choose 
f o r you ) E l e s c o W o r t h i n g t o n v e r s i o n . 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

( D E T A C H ) ( D E T A C H ) 
O R D E R F O R M for Moguls , Mountains, and Memor i es ( P l e a s e d e t a c h ) 

B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r , B & M R R H S 
P . O . B o x 2 3 6 2 
H a r w o o d S t a t i o n 
L i t t l e t o n . , M A 0 1 4 6 0 

P l e a s e r e s e r v e copies of Moguls , Mountains, and Memor i es f o r me (us) at $11.95 pe r 
copy. A c h e c k / m o n e y o r d e r f o r $ i s e n c l o s e d . 

N A M E ; 

A D D R E S S 



WOLFEBORO DRUMHEAD Several years ago the Wolfeboro Branch Ra i l road Club's "Wol feboro Branch 
Ra i l road Club - Ra i l road Days" drumhead mys te r i ous l y disappeared dur ing 

a WBRC t r i p on the Wolfeborough RR. This drumhead i s the same one p i c tured on page 26 of the Winter 
1977-8 B&M_Bullej±n. The ent i re length of the l ine was searched, hoping i t had jus t worked loose and, 
fa l l en off. But i t was never found, and the conclusion was drawn that i t was to end up i n the co l lec t ion of 
a r a i l fan. Things l i ke that give the hobby a bad name and spoi l i t f o r the whole group. 

Have any of our members heard of the whereabouts of the drumhead? I f so, the WBRC would 
l i ke to get i t back. Who knows, w i t h recent developments they migh t even get to use i t again. 

CONTACT: R. C. L ibby , 24 Glendon St., Wolfeboro NH 03894, (603) 569-1038. 

SYMBOL FREIGHTS 
Abol ished: POME, POSP, DOBO, MEPO, SPPO. New t r a ins : POED, l v . Rigby 
ca . 2100 ex Sun, EDPO l v . E . Deer f i e ld 1000 ex Sun; BONA (Boston-Nashua) l v . 

Boston 2130 ex Fr i ,Sa t , tu rnaround . Changes: L A M E l v . Lawrence 1300 da i l y , M E L A l v . M c ' v i l l e 1800 
Da i ly ; EDCO l v . E . Deer f ie ld 2200 ex Sat. CONN RIVER: SPCV l v . 1600 Da i l y , CVSP l v . 1730 Da i l y . 
SPED/EDSP Spr ing f i e ld -E . Deer f ie ld & r t n . turnaround l v . Springf ie ld 1000 Da i l y . 

POED/EDPO turnaround crews wo rk out of Lawrence f o r e i ther end and r e t u r n . EDPO crew fo r 
Rigby on duty 1600; POED crew fo r E . Deer f i e ld on duty at 0100. 

MASS CENTRAL MYSTERY 
F ina l l y , no mys t e ry now. The Mass . Centra l RR has now become the f i r s t 
p r i va te short l ine r a i l r o a d i n Mass . to provide r a i l f r e i ght serv ice under a 

contractual arrangement w i t h the Commonwealth. The state is t r ea t ing th is as an exper iment to see whe­
ther a pr ivate short l ine operator can prov ide expanded cost-ef fect ive f r e i ght serv ice , r a the r than having 
the state pay ConRail a subsidy. The Mass . Centra l i s operat ing the Ware R i v e r Secondary f r o m Pa lmer 
to South B a r r e ; the ICC gave approval to the change i n m id -Dec . They have also leased, effective Dec. 1, 
the B&M's t r ack f r o m Bondsvi l le to Fores t Lake Je t . , the Whee lwr ight ' s connection w i t h the Ware R i v e r . 
There is a paper warehouse at Bondsvi l le jus t at the east end of the Bondsvi l le t r e s t l e wh ich generates 
r a i l business. So f a r , though, the Mass . Centra l hasn' t taken over the Creamery-Whee lwr ight sect ion 
of the Wheelwr ight branch; a new industry on that l ine wanted serv ice but reported ly the B & M refused. 
Nor has there been any word yet on the fate of the Northampton-Bondsv i l l e sect ion of the Whee lwr ight 
branch ; the Mass . Centra l had been keeping t h e i r diesel at A m h e r s t but now i t i s kept at Ludlow Paper 
on the B & M s ide . CR however has not l e t the Mass . Centra l into the y a r d at Pa lmer , so cu r r en t l y cars 
w i l l be le f t and picked up outside the y a r d . (Haro ld I . Judkins) 
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