
Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society Ne wsletter 
P.O. Box 302, Reading, Massachusetts 01867 — — 

John C. A l d en , E d i t o r DECEMBER 1979 Thomas R. Enge l , A s s t . E d i t o r 

Dear Boston & Maine fans: 

SATURDAY, D E C . 8 t h , 1979, 8 P M , F i r s t P a r i s h U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h , Woburn Sq., 
u^^mnnn I V I J ^ I I I N U W o b u r n > M a s s > ( i n t e rsec t i on of W i n n St. and Rte . 38). The p r o g r a m w i l l be put on 
by Don Bray on the Mount Washington Cog Ra i lway . Back to our r e g u l a r meet ing place and t i m e : 2nd Sat. 
of every month at 8 P M i n the above c h u r c h . 

. . SATURDAY, J A N . 12th, 1980, 8 P M , F i r s t P a r i s h Un i t a r i an C h u r c h , Woburn Square, 
J A N U A R Y M i J j , 1 I N O W o b u r n > M a s s > En te r ta inment not f i r m e d up as of th i s w r i t i n g . 
FEBRUARY M E E T I N G S A T U R D A Y > F E B . 9 t h , 1980, 8 P M , 1st P a r i s h U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h , W o b u r n Square, 

W o b u r n , Mass . En te r ta inment w i l l be put on by membe r Gary Webs te r . 

There has been a marked increase i n Changes of Address (COA's) going to the Reading 
address . We of fer Same Day Serv ice on COA's i n Be lmont , so r ou t ing COA's to Reading 
means unnecessary delays wh i ch can mean missed News l e t t e r s , and w o r s e , B u l l e t i n s . So, 
i f y ou move , send y o u r COA's to : M e m b . S e c , B&MRRHS, Box 369, Be lmont MA 02178. 
Requests f o r appl icat ions f o r member sh ip (dues=$10/year) should be d i r e c t ed t h e r e , too. 

Thank y o u , one and a l l , f o r a v e ry successful renewal campaign; once again i t looks l i k e 
w e ' l l renew over 90% of our annual m e m b e r s h i p . A l l of us who w o r k on the A r c h i v e s , the 
Book P r o j e c t s , the B u l l e t i n , the Meet ings , the News le t t e r , and other Society p ro j ec t s r e a l l y 
apprec iate i t . Once aga in , thank y o u . 

; The November 1979 meet ing of the B&MRRHS was ca l l ed to o r d e r by Secretary F o r r e s t 
B&Me6t ingMack on Thursday , November 8, 1979 at 7:40 P M i n the basement a u d i t o r i u m of Lydon 

L i b r a r y , Un i ve r s i t y of L o w e l l , No r th Campus, L o w e l l , Mass . Approx ima t e l y f i f ty m e m 
bers and guests were present . 

I t was voted to dispense w i t h the business p o r t i o n of the mee t ing . The meet ing then i n f o r m a l l y 
adjourned to the Special Co l l ec t ions Depar tment of Lydon L i b r a r y , home of the B&MRRHS A r c h i v e s . 
Un i ve r s i t y of L o w e l l Special Co l l ec t ions L i b r a r i a n Mar tha Mayo and B&MRRHS A r ch i v e Commi t t ee C h a i r 
man F o r r e s t Mack were on hand to answer questions concern ing the a r ch i v e s . 

L a t e r , the meet ing regathered i n the basement a u d i t o r i u m of the l i b r a r y , where L a r r y Blanke 
gave a s l ide p r o g r a m m e on Boston area r a i l s . Respect ful ly Submi t ted , 

(signed) F o r r e s t Mack , B&MRRHS Secre ta ry 

TRACKSIDE STRUCTURES T h e r e s u l t s a r e beginning to come i n - H u r r a h ! So f a r , 42 people have of fered 
to he lp . We have d i scovered that our endeavor i s unique. No one else has 

t r i e d to save on f i l m the s t r u c t u r e s that are the signposts of our past . We have had f our r e p o r t s f r o m peo
ple i n the f i e ld of the disappearance of f a m i l i a r bu i ld ings by d emo l i t i on o r vanda l i sm before they were 
photographed. Help i s s t i l l needed - the re are only f o r t y - t w o of u s . Won ' t y o u j o i n us - a l l y ou need i s a 
c a m e r a . We expect to get a c i r c u l a r l e t t e r out sho r t l y de ta i l i ng p rog r e s s and the guide l ines f o r t ax deduct
ib l e g i f t g i v ing of y o u r expense. W r i t e : Gene P r o w t e n , 132 Stow Rd . , Boxboro MA 01719; enclose a l a rge SSAE. 

MOGULS, MOUNTAINS & MEMORIES * y * h e l ™ e y O U r e a d f t h i s ; t h f w i l l f ina l l y be i n the Peer's 
hands. Th i s means i t w i l l not be ava i lab le u n t i l M a r c h 1, 1980. 

We r e g r e t the delay, but our s m a l l vo lunteer staff a lso have o ther obl igat ions besides the Society. Due 
to the de lay , we w i l l extend the p repub l i ca t i on deadline to December 15, 1979. A l l o r d e r s at the $10.00 
ra te mus t be pos tmarked by that date o r they w i l l be r e t u r n e d to y o u . Please use the o r d e r b lank i n th is 
issue of the News l e t t e r . NOTE EXTENSION OF D E A D L I N E ! ! 
B & M 2 8 0 R A F F L E T f t e Society has purchased two of the recent l y re l eased Sunset Models HO-guage 

B & M 2 - 8 - 0 ' s , one each of the E lesco and Wor th ing t on feedwater heater-equipped 
mode l s . M o d e l l e r s , h e r e ' s y o u r chance! We are going to ra f f l e these engines at $1.00 pe r chance. I f 
y ou 'd l i k e to take one o r m o r e t i c k e t s , f i l l i n the ent ry b lank on page 7 and r e t u r n i t to the Business 
Manager not l a t e r than M a r c h 1, 1980. I f y ou take m o r e than one chance, be sure to make a X e r o x copy 
of_the en t ry b lank f o r each $1.00 y o u s e n d o v e r t h e f i r s T $1 .007 R E P E A T : "Air en t r i e s m u s t be r ece i ved 
not l a t e r than M a r c h 1"^~I980. The d raw ing wi l l~be at the M a r c h 1980 mee t ing . I f th i s i s success fu l , w e ' l l 
t r y i t again w i t h other New England proto type mode l s . 
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p m T T r A „ The following publications are ^available postpaid (unless otherwise noted) by ordering 

direct from this address: Business Mgr., B&MRRHS, Box 223, Harwood Station, 
Littleton MA 01460. Publications orders sent to any other addresses wi l l be subject to an automatic delay 
of at least two weeks. Do not include any other correspondence with these orders ! 

B & M B U L L E T I N S : F a l l 1976; Winter 1976-7; Spring, Summer, F a l l 1977, P R I C E : $2 .25each . 
Summer, F a l l 1978; Winter 1978-9, Spring, Summer, F a l l 1979. P R I C E : $2 .50 . 

O T H E R B & M R R H S P U B L I C A T I O N S : 1932 Snow T r a i n menu -25£; reprinted Montpelier 
& Wel ls R i v e r /Ba r r e & Chelsea R R employes' timetable #62B of January 22, 1928 - $1.00 

B O O K S B Y O T H E R P U B L I S H E R S : A _PJn j e r i ck^J^gh t by C a r l R . Byron. A72pp. 6 "x9" 
softbound history of the construction and operation of Hoosac Tunnel by a well-known B&MRRHS 
member and former officer. I l lustrated with photos, maps , and diagrams. $4.95 
VamsMnj^Markers., a 128pp. i l lustrated description of Boston & Maine rai lroading 1948-1952 
by a former B&M brakeman. This i s a captivating account of B&M operations during one of the 
most interesting periods in the company's history. Members $12.50; non-members $14.95. 
New Eag.lj5.d_Diesels , Dave Alpert & George Melvin 's photographic chronicle of the D iese l l o co 
motive in New England from the 1930's to the present day. A l l c l a s s I roads as wel l as shor t -
l ines are represented in the 420+ photographs from New England's major r a i l photographers as 
wel l as some unknowns. The book i s organized on a state-by-state basis including maps of r a i l 
mileage in each state. An excellent value! hardbound, 232pp. members $24. Others $26..95» 
N o r t h e r n j ^ i l s -J.979^Edition: A 34-page i l lustrated guide to the ra i l roads of Maine, New Hamp
shire and Vermont, their freight and passenger operations, locomotive r o s t e r s , ya rd and engine 
terminal locations, maps, and radio frequencies plus gazeteers of principal points of interest 
in each state. Includes a l l museums with equipment r o s t e r s . $3 .50 . 
RaiLrojid Stejijan^ by Mark W , Beauregard. 

SHEW!! A 72-page, softcover book containing photographs of existing Boston & Maine stations as they 
are today —homes, bus inesses , abandoned, or s t i l l in use . $ 7 .95 . 

NEW! B&M M O D E L I N G GUIDE: Don C l e rke ' s excellent handout from his modelling presentation at the 
— N E W ! —0etober-1979^-meetfflg. -Contains-an-al l -t ime l i s t of artieles/plans/data published on the -B&M in 

NEW! the Bulletin, Model RaUroader , RMC^ etc . , It a lso includes a l i s t of a l l B&M or convertible 
NEW! B&M products in a l l guages:~motive power, rol l ing stock, etc . $1.00 

A C O M P L E T E INDEX to a l l B&M Bul let ins, 75£, including postage. 

PLANS O F BOSTON & MAINE R A I L R O A D E Q U I P M E N T , BUILDINGS, M O T I V E POWER, T R A C K P L A N S 

The Society i s now offering plans from official Boston & Maine Rai lroad drawings in the Society 's 
a rch ives . The f i rst offering w i l l be the following c a r s built around the turn of the century. (Drawing s i z e s 
are in inches . ) : 

CAR D A T E DRAWING S I Z E 

1. 60ft. Std. Passenger Mar . 1901 24x62 
2 . 3 4 ' - 0 " box c a r J a n . 1900 24x52 
3 . 3 4 ' - 0 " box c a r Nov. 1901 24x52 
4 . 3 6 ' - 0 " box c a r June 1902 24x53 
5. 3 5 ' - 9 " stock ca r Dec . 1899 24x64 
6. 3 6 ' - 8 " stock c a r F e b . 1902 24x62 
7. 35 ' - 8%" refr igerator c a r July 1903 24x52 
8. 3 4 1_0" platform (flat) c a r Aug. 1895 24x47 
9 . 3 4 ' - 0 " flat c a r J a n . 1902 24x56 
10. 3 4 ' - 0 " flat with 37' by 18' pit Aug. 1901 24x51 
11. 3 5 ' - 0 " coke c a r Mar . 1900 24x64 
12. 3 5 ' - 9 " drop end gondola c a r , 36 "s F e b . 1900 24x52 
13. 3 5 ' - 9 " drop end gondola c a r , 30"s July 1899 24x52 
14. gondola lettering sheet Nov. 1914 24x50 
15. •31' - 0 " hopper bottom gondola Apr . 1905 24x48 
16. 3 0 ' - 0 " std. coal ca r with drop s ides (Pratts Patent) Sept. 1900 24x48 
17. 3 2 ' - 0 " coal c a r with drop sides (Pratts Patent) Oct. 1900 24x49 
18. 3 2 ' - 2 " coal c a r with drop sides Dec . 1901 24x49 
19. Std. de r r i ck for fuel dept. (2 print set) Ap r . 1902 24x51 & 24x56 
20. clearance ca r - ' 1900 24x54 

P r i c e s are as follows: single pr ints , $3 .50 each, group of three pr ints , $9 . 00 ; five pr ints , $15.00; 
10 or more, $2 .50 each. v 



S P O T L I G H T ON BOSTON & MAINE R . R . H I S T O R Y (from B&M R R Employes ' Magazine) 

Q D E C E M B E R 1929, V o l . 6, #9 - " G E O R G E HANNAUER, G E N T L E M A N " , a tribute from 
y e a r s a g o t h e N e w Hampshire Manufacturer, praised the many achievements of President Hannauer; 

funeral s e rv i ces were held at Mount Auburn Cemetery , Cambridge, Mass . , eulogy given 
by D r . E . M. Hopkins, President of Dartmouth College; date November 5 , 1929. Many 
pages of this i ssue devoted to remarks and testimonies concerning Mr . Hannauer. . 
"Thomas Nelson Perk ins named Acting Pres ident" . ."We Become Ass istants to Santa 
C l au s " - an art ic le describing shipments of Chr i s tmas toys from Winchendon ("the o r i g i 
nal toy town"), a l so , Salem and Marblehead, Mass . , " f rom Keene, Ware , Marlboro, 
Wakefield, and Wilton, NH" , photos showing "mechanica l toys" made at Keene NH, l oad 
ing toys at Winchendon. . s m a l l photo shows f i reman's side of locomotive "L i t t le ton" of 
BC&M R R at Woodsville NH, 4 -4 -0 wood-burner, photo taken 45 y e a r s ago. .On the r e a r 
cover photo shows M r s . Ca lv in Coolidge ringing B&M locomotive bell signalling start of 
22nd annual sale of Chr i s tmas Seals in Massachuse t t s . . . 

C O M M U T E R COMMENTS — Service to Haverhi l l v i a the old main line through Reading i s 
B&MatterSnow scheduled to start on Monday, Dec . 17th. Ground-breaking ceremonies for needed 

station improvements were held at the Bradford station in Haverhi l l on November 5th. To 
start , se rv ice wi l l initially be five trains in in the morning and five out in the evening Mondays through 
F r i d a y s only, no weekend serv ice and no Boston-Haverhi l l same day round t r ips ; such amenities may wel l 
come la ter , though. There i s frequent bus serv ice from Lawrence to Boston (about Haverhi l l we ' re not so 
sure) so it i s possible to train one way and bus the other if you need the trackage. Test runs of equipment 
over the l ines involved have already been made, and timetable proofs have already been done. 

The long-awaited rerouting of Amtrak and Southside commuter tra ins off the Boston & Providence 
embankment through Jama ica P la in and onto the Midlands route (2nd D i s t r i c t , New Y o r k & New England, etc) 
through Dorchester finally occurred on November 3rd . Back Bay station i s now closed and w i l l shortly be 
demolished; thus passes one of our more venerable landmarks. No more shal l we.tread (or take the elevator) 
to the vaulted caverns beneath the station to watch our t ra in s l i ther its way along the r a i l s to our platform, 
where we board our westward tra in to southern points. No more helping the stationmaster close the p la t 
forms after the evening's last t ra in ' s departure. There w i l l be a new station built, of course , on a different 
location allowing a shallower curve through the new station, many, many tax dol lars l a te r , but it won't be 
the same as Old Back Bay . To an old fr iend, a fond farewel l . 

The new route through Dorchester opened with some of the snafus that sometimes attend such hap
penings. Signal cable malfunctions on the inward track had trains backed up for up to severa l hours on Nov. 
5th; finally it was decided to temporarily operate that stretch of t rack under Manual Block. Symptomatic of 
the neighborhoods being operated through: during the temporary manual block operation the block operator 
reported to South Station and was taken by Amtrak Pol ice to Morton St. (location of the block station) who 
stayed with him his entire shift to provide protection! (Narragansett Newsletter) 

The new l ine features three new stations: Uphams Corner , Morton St . , and Fairmount; platforms 
were either rebuilt or new ones built. The relatively safe one-seat r ide to downtown i s already attracting 
a few passengers . The Midlands i s a new experience; a double-track formerly freight-only line running 
through residential areas in var ious states of decay/rebirth. An adventure and a dangerous challenge: 
pr ime rock-throwing (and worse) ter r i tory . The kinks are slowly getting worked out of the new l ine . 

The S i lver Hi l l stop on the South Acton line i s now sporting a new she l t e r . . reports a re that the 
eastward t rack between Waltham and West Cambridge i s scheduled for major t rack work next y e a r . . 

Rai l road S b a ^ &_Maine R . R . , by Mark W. Beauregard. 
Published by Rai l road Avenue En te rp r i s e s , Inc . , P.~b.~Box 114, F l anders NJ 07836. 

BOOK R E V I E W B o s t o n & Maine Rai l road stations s t i l l survive in one form or another in many communities 
throughout the region. Mark W. Beauregard, a B&MRRHS member , has devoted the last 

severa l y ea r s in search of as many of these r e l i c s as he could find. The resulting photographs have been 
compiled into a soft cover book that should interest most B&M fans. 

The 72 page, 8% x 11 format presents a l l but about 30 of the remaining B&M depots, arranged 3 
to a page on glossy paper. There i s a brief caption with each photo. A nice color shot of Amoskeag NH 
adorns the cover . 

No attempt has been made to get into a history or background of the various predecessor roads 
that built many of the stations — t h i s i s p r imar i ly a v isua l parade of what remains 20 or so yea r s after the 
ra i l road r i d i tsel f of most of its r e a l estate. Some examples are wel l preserved , but many have been hideous 
hideously butchered in converting them to suit bus inesses . 

Th i s i s , as noted, Volume 1. The author plans future volumes which w i l l cover other New England 
l ines ' stations. The book i s $ 7 . 9 5 and should be available in hobby shops and book stores by the time you 
read this . O r , you may order from the publisher. (Reviewed by R ichard W. Symmes) 



- — " H E L P W A N T E D — Y o u r Membership Secretary i s in dire need of an assistant(s) to handle 
10S var ious parts of the Society 's Membership and Circulat ion business . Specifications are 

-being drawn up and there wi l l be job descriptions provided so you won't be buying a pig in 
a poke. Contemplated duties involve among other things handling of membership ca rds , roster updates, 
fulfillment (ever wonder what that i s ? ) , and during the renewal campaign a part of the renewal p rocess . 
C lose work with the Membership Secretary wi l l be involved of necessity due to the nature of the business . 
Courage, determination, integrity, and above a l l pragmatism, the ability to keep the final goal c lear ly in 
mind are useful qualities for the position. The basic idea i s to shift closely related parts of the business 
onto more shoulders and to both lighten the individual burden and improve overal l s e r v i ce . If interested, 
apply at the recruit ing station, Box 369, Belmont MA 02178, or c a l l (617) 484-5911. 

OK. A whole bunch of membership cards wi l l be going out just after this Newsletter leaves here; 
much as the old 10:10 Budd c a r went out after A P - 3 had c leared the main . A l l renewals received have 
long since been noted so the Unrenewed l i s t i s now Co r r ec t . — T R E 

-(Send your Newsletter items to John C . Alden, 11 R ivers ide Ave . , Concord MA 01742. 
3tt©rS L e t 1 1 8 k n ° w your observations and notes of everyday happenings on the Boston & Maine. 

Th i s i s your Newsletter and you 're the ones who make it happen.) 
E s s e x Events — The main line t racks from "end of double t r ack " at North Bever ly to Ipswich are 

due for priority work, starting with a new graded roadbed; work should be getting underway about now. (DL) 
How many of us can remember the old Railway E x p r e s s Agency in Lynn with its 3 to 4 t imes per 

week baggage c a r ' s being taken off an inbound or outbound passenger t ra in stopped at Lynn ' s Centra l Square 
Station? Wel l , Northeast Rai l road Construction has just completed install ing a new siding behind the once 
busy Exp re s s Agency at the very same location no l e s s . A loca l fruit distributor has rebuilt the structure 
and feels that it now isjAeajper to ship by r a i l instead of truck. P lans are for the turnout to be installed just 
before the block signal leaving"the station and proceeding under the Green St. bridge. Something to note 
here: this turnout i s a trai l ing point move, so in order to bring in the c a r s (from Salem & EDSA) they w i l l 
have to make a run-around move from the old station siding (Camel train track) and go against the traff ic, 
or use a passing siding south of the old Bennett St . yards and come back up with the traff ic, time w i l l t e l l . 

If plans are approved by mid 1980 the Salem tower and wye track w i l l have a new look. P lans a re 
for closing the Salem Depot where it i s now located and building a mult i -mi l l ion dol lar station complex on 
North St . where the wye c rossovers are located just under a stone's (!) throw from the tower. Leg i s l a tors 
feel that this would be a better location for acces s to Bever ly and would alleviate the traffic congestion that 
i s experienced dai ly. F o r those who would l ike to photograph a busy day 's activity the bridge on North St. 
or the Bridge St. bridge which i s over the north end of the tunnel portal are good locations. (Don LeJeune) 

L . S. Twombly noted the lineup of power in Concord NH on Nov 17th. B&M 208, CR 3656, B&M 
1737, 1738, & CR 2628 had come in that morning on the NHPS unit coal t r a in . Not far away sat B&M 1119, 
the regu lar Concord switcher , and just beyond, B&M 1704 & 1733. Stu says he hasn't seen such a concen
tration of motive power in Concord yard since he moved to Concord four y ea r s ago. Concord ya rd was 
loaded with c a r s from raods undreamt of in e a r l i e r days: Hil lsdale County, St. Mary ' s Road, to name a few. 

Sad Tidings (of great gloom), from Traff ic World: The B&M wi l l abandon the Wheelwright branch, 
with I C C approval now final, effective 3 Dec . 1979, Capt. Tom Thompson reports . Nothing yet about any 
takeover of the branch (Northampton-Wheelwright) by the Mass . Centra l R R , though such a move i s s u s 
pected/ expected. There were reports that their locomotive was at the Norton Co . in Worcester in October, 
a lso that they had painted a R R overpass in their colors somewhere near Ware . Does anyone know? 

More Sad Tidings from Traff ic World: The I C C has also approved the B&M's abandonment of the 
Bedford branch, the whole shebang, from W. Cambridge to Bedford, to take effect 45 days from the 13 Nov. 
publication date in the Federa l Reg is ter . No word on the Centra l Mas®, abandonment application; but if it 
goes through what with the Freight cutoff's being taken over for subway construction virtually no part of the 
old Centra l Mass . wi l l be in B&M hands. The branches we have known for so long are fast disappearing, 
so fast it i s wel l recommended to take a breather from steam spec ia l s , e tc . & go after the branches while 
they're s t i l l in use . 
T H E W O L F E B O R O U G H S ITUATION B e , h ° l d » W * Tidings of Great Joy D e p t . - W e have it on good 

authority that the Wolfeborough R R has been sold - papers were to have 
been passed on Monday 19 Nov. and nothing contrary has been heard. Fur the rmore , the new owners are 
planning to operate passenger serv ice over the line starting next May. They w i l l be bringing new capital to 
the operation and appear to be making a very good start . Here ' s hoping we can ride from Sanbornville to 
Wolfeborough next y ea r ! We ' l l keep you informed on following events. 

DO-2 (the Gravel Train) derai led 14 loaded hopper c a r s in Wakefield (NH) on Nov. 11. A l l of the c a r s 
remained upright but there was a large amount of t rack damage. Both the company bulldozer and the Holmes 
crane were brought in to r e r a i l the c a r s . A large amount of t rack work was done in the a rea of the d e r a i l 
ment and serv ice did not resume until the 18th. (Dick Hughes) D ick also notes that Dover Engine House has 
been closed recent ly . The Nov. 11 derailment took place on the interchange track with the Wolfeboro at 
Sanbornville a s c a r s set off by an ea r l i e r t ra in were being retr ieved. (D. Collinge) 



— We welcome the following new members to the B&MRRHS: Harry F . Weber, New London 
B&MemberSNH' s t e v e Marques, Peabody MA; John F . Daly, Lowel l MA; Paul Raynes , Tal lahassee 

F L ; Arthur R . Eugley, J r . , Exeter NH; F rank Heide, Valley Stream NY; Richard L . Day, 
Moscow ID; Welcome aboard the B&MRRHS, gentlemen! 

— — We publish ads by members as space permits . P lease keep them as short as pos -
B&Mdrk6tplaC6 s i ^ l e ^ send them on a separate sheet of paper. Don't forget to include name & 

— — — — - a d d r e s s . We may edit ads to fit them in and can't guarantee the running of an ad. 

# F O R S A L E — H O brass locomotives: P F M B&M 2 -6 -0 painted and lettered, $195; P F M C P R S e l 
k i rk 2 -10-4 as new in box, $275. P F M Santa F e 2 -10-4 as new in box (this i s the 1968 version) 
for $200. Robert A . Buck, P . O. Drawer A, Warren MA 01083. 

^ WANTED: Old logging rai lroad photographs of the E a s t Branch & L inco ln , Woodstock Lumber Co., 
Beebe R ive r RR and B&M thru the Pemi Wilderness of N .H. (1897-1960). Contact: Logging RR 
Research , c/o Robert Al len L i l jest rand, 200 N. Quinsigamond Ave., Shrewsbury MA 01545. 

m W I L L BUY : Mass . Bay R R E C A L L B O Y ' S from 40's on to 1975. Am looking to buy a complete set, 
but wi l l buy by decades. T . R . Enge l , 179 Lewis Rd . , Belmont MA 02178 (617) 484-5911. 

E Q U I P M E N T NOTES — Don LeJeune sends word of which engines were out se rv i ce/ in storage 
and where. The listings are as of Oct. 14th: 

Out of serv ice for repairs at E . Deerfield: 1220, 1210, 1115, 1730, 205, 310, 1701, 1720, 1727, 
1729, 1754, 209, 208. 

The following are out of serv ice for repa i rs in Boston: 1226, 1747, 1702, 1737. 
Out of serv ice for repairs at B i l l e r i ca Shops: 1118, 1719, 1725, 1726, 1749, 1556, 1738, 200, 211. 
Out of serv ice and stored in B i l l e r i ca until sold by the B&M: 802, 1205, 1207, 1270, 1272, 1282, 

1283, 1280, 1204, 1186, 119, 807>, 805, 1178, 4265A&B, 4266A& B , 4268A&B. 
Out of serv ice and stored in Boston: 1206, 1203, 4267B. 
Leased-out switchers: 1126 & 1117 (Ber l in Mil ls R y . ) ; 1274 (the other surviving Alco), Portland T . 
The Boston & Maine accepted delivery Nov. 6 on 25 50-foot 100-ton boxcars designed for paper 

se rv i ce . C a r s were built by F M C Corp.; lease financing of $ l . l m . provided by Mer r i l l Lynch Leas ing . 
These c a r s have a greater weight capacity than any other boxcars in the B&M fleet. 

The Southbound Montrealer (yes, the Montrealer was among the Saved after the Amtrak cuts) de 
rai led in Easthampton just after 3AM on Nov. 21. The derailment occurred near Mt. Tom shortly after the 
train had stopped in Northampton to pick up t rave le rs , mostly students. No serious injuries; 5 c a r s & the 
engine of the 10 c a r train derai led. Official cause hasn't been determined yet . 

There has been a presistent rumor, now fleshed out and confirmed as fact, that it i s proposed to 
eliminate the B&M from the Montrealer routing and possibly that of the CV freights to Springfield as we l l . 
The idea: run CV-destined trains east from Springfield over the B&A to Pa lmer , thence up the C V mainl ine 
to E . Northfield and there up that portion of the Conn R ive r the C V either owns or has trackage rights on. 
Springfield Station i s on the B&A; for through Conn R i v e r passenger trains using this station involves a wye -
ing move entered engine-first; while in the station, the power i s run around the train to then pull;out. In 
the days of two separate rai l roads the engines of one road unhooked at one end while those of the other cou 
pled on at the other end. Running to Pa lmer and up would eliminate this move - and the B&M crew. Amtrak 
& CV officials were seen looking over the Pa lmer diamond where a connecting track would have to be built, 
rumors were Amtrak might come up with some of the needed funds. Rep. Conte of Pittsfield annouced he'd 
hold hearings in the area on the possible rerouting. Grand schemes are in the a i r . But, as observed by 
half a dozen people (at least) on the Mass . Bay trip to White R ive r last month while cross ing the Pa lmer 
diamond and surveying the a rea , geography i s against them. Pa lmer diamond i s an acute angle cross ing 
and the sharpest angle i s the one that the proposed connection would have to c ross meaning either a very 
tight curve or a shallow one of greater length. And as businesses, homes, h i l l s , a r i v e r and other obstacles 
came into view the general conclusion was: an expensive proposition, not an easy undertaking. 

The Boston & Maine's Sept. 1979 and f irst 9 months 1979 financial figures have been released by 
the B&M's bankruptcy trustees. F o r Sept. 1979 a net loss of $1,376,120 on revenues of $8,611,607 v s . net 
income of $47,414 on revenues of $8,050,894 for Sept. 1978. F o r 9 months' 1979 net loss i s $6,006,288 
on revenues of $80,641,177 v s . a net loss of $2,070,158 on $67,038,095 of revenues for the 1978 period. 
However the trustees note that these 1979 looses include $825,279 for Sept. 1979 and $5,984,391 for 9 mos. 
1979 in rehabilitation expense for the Ayer-Mechanicvi l le track work project. Without this expense, Sept. 
1979 and 9 months 1979 would have shown a i p s s of $550,841 and $21,897 respectively. 

The 1979 Moody's Transportation Manual i s finally out; the B&M section makes interesting reading. 
Sti l l another vers ion of the 1978 figures reflecting more changes in I C C requirements. The volume's pages 
are littered with footnotes and caveats regarding the changes. One wonders whether this i s serving to 
demoralize what's left of the rai lroad security market. 

• Moving? Send a l l address changes to : T . R . Enge l , Memb, S e c , B&MRRHS, Box 369, Belmont MA 02178 



Jack Armstrong writes that a lot of maintenance of way work has been going on out on the west end 
of the B&M. Since mid-October crews have been working in " L i t t l e Tunnel" at North Adams 8 replacing 
much of the masonry. On 10/29 the huge ballast c leaner Owned by L O R A M Maintenance of Way Inc . of 
Minneapolis worked its way east on the eastbound main through North Adams; later in the week new ballast 
was dropped through North Adams. 

On 11/6 the Ringling B r o s . Barnum & Bailey c i r cu s t ra in headed west through North Adams with 
1738/1712/1704. The tra in departed Greenfield at 2 :PM and sai led through North Adams at 2:50 P M ! 
not bad t ime! ( E a r l i e r that day the c i r cus t ra in had gone through Belmont just at 8 A M . — T R E ) 

Sperry R a i l C a r 137 worked on the mainline between E . Deerfield and Will iamstown between l l / 7 
and 11/10; ea r l i e r in the week SRS 137 was working on the Conn R i v e r . (SRS 137 came east through Belmont 
on 11/26 c a . 1430hrs., so must be getting around a l l over the sys tem. 

A few GP7 ' s are once again showing up on the West E n d . F o r about 2 yea r s the GP7 ' s were quite 
r a r e on the west end since most were in MBTA se rv i ce . On l l / 6 1557 and 1560 were at Mechanicvi l le . 
Loca l M E - 1 to North Bennington V T has been powered by GP7 ' s . On M ? W ? F M E - 1 works to North Benning
ton and on T / T / S to Rotterdam Je t . On the days M E - 1 runs to N. Bennington an extra i s usually cal led at 
Mechanicville for a short run to Rotterdam Je t . and returnj this extra i s cal led the "Short Tu rn Around" . 

A lso at Mechanicvil le on l l / 6 were GP18 1754 and GP9 1740 both in f resh paint, a very dark blue! 
Something l ike BAR blue and the present D&H blue. GP9 1740 had numbers on the cab side and no other 
markings , at least on the left side; GP18 1754 had the usual B&M markings . 

The Lamoi l le Val ley purchased a steel center cupola caboose from the B&M late this past summer . 
It i s now L V R C 200 and painted bright yel low. 

Required reading for B&M fans: "Sk ies Brighten for the B&M" by Tom Shedd, Editor of Modern 
Ra i l r o ad s -Ra i l T rans i t , in their October 1979 i s sue . 5 page art ic le with color photos, including E . B . f rt . 
c ross ing the Hudson R ive r bridge just east of Mechanicvil le NY. "Ha rd work by i ts dedicated people and 
innovations by i ts young management team have brought Boston & Maine c lose r to its goal of income-based 
re organization." 

E x t r a 302 West hit an auto at the Newton Je t . NH cross ing the evening of Nov. 3 (approx. 1845hrs) 
ca r ry ing it some 100 ya rds along the t racks wedged on 302's pilot. A person was trapped in the vehicle but 
miraculously was not injured, although the Newton F . D . has to use i ts " J aw s of L i f e " tool to cut open the 
c a r to free the occupant. GP-40 302 reportedly suffered only superf icial damage and the tra in was allowed 
to continue on westward. (Richard A . Hoisington) 

Char les P . Smith, our past T r e a s u r e r , sent in this interesting piece, an exotic tale 
U S i n Q S f r o m foreign r a i l s Down South, 'way down yonder in New Or leans . We think that you ' l l 
" — " — - 2 _ a g r e e , a neat little t r e a t . . . 

T H E L O C O M O T I V E E N G I N E E R AND T H E PIANO P L A Y E R " r . ^ a T S l o " e f n ^ around the streets last night," 
said J i m Nelson, one of the old locomotive eng i 

neers running out of New Or leans , "and having nothing in part icular to do I dropped into a concert ha l l 
where I heard a s leek looking F r e n c h professor play a piano in a way that took me right off my feet. F r o m 
the very moment that he sat down on the stool I could te l l by the way he handled himsel f that he understood 
the machine he was running. F i r s t he tapped the keys 'way up on the upper end as though they were 'guages' 
and he wanted to see where his water l ine stood. Next he looked up as if to see how much ' s team' he was 
ca r ry ing . Then, a l l of a sudden he s lammed the 'Johnson B a r ' c l e a r down into the forward corner , and 
pulled her ' ta i l ' and sai led out onto the main l ine as if he were half an hour late . You could hear her thunder 
and roa r over culverts and bridges getting faster and faster until the fellow swayed and rocked in h i s seat 
l ike in a c rad le . Somehow I thought it was old 36 pulling a passenger t ra in and trying to get out of the way 
of a ' s p e c i a l ' . " 

"The fellow worked the keys on the middle division l ike lightning, then he flew over along the north 
end ' t i l l the d r ive r s went 'round l ike buzz saws and I got excited. Just as I was fixin' to ye l l to h im — F O R 
H E A V E N ' S S A K E SHUT H E R O F F — h e kicked the dampers under the machine wide open, pulled the throt 
tle c l e a r back into the tender - and how he did run. I couldn't stand it any longer and yel led to him that he 
was pounding on the left side and if he wasn't careful he'd drop his ashpan. But he didn't hear me — nobody 
heard me —everyth ing was whizzing and f ly ing—telegraph poles along the t rack looked l ike rows of corn 
stalks and trees l ike a mud bank and a l l the time the roar of the old machine sounded l ike the hum of a 
bumble bee. I tr ied to y e l l out but my tongue wouldn't move. He went 'round curves l ike a bullet, slipped 
an eccentr ic , blew out a soft plug and went down descending grades fifty feet to the mi le and not a controlling 
brake set . He went past the meeting point at a mile and a half a minute and cal l ing for more steam. My ha i r 
stood right up on end 'cause I knew the game was up. Sure enough — there dead ahead of us was the head= 
lights of the 'Spec ia l ' . In a daze I heard the terr ib le c r a sh as they struck, I saw c a r s shivered to atoms, 
people smashed and mangled, bleeding and gasping for water. Then I heard another c r a s h as the F r e n c h 
professor struck the keys 'way down on the lower end of the Southern Divis ion and then I came to my senses . 
There he was at a dead standstil l beside the machine with the door of the firebox wide open, wiping the p e r 
spiration off h is brow and bowing and smil ing to the audience before h im . 

" I f I l ive to be a thousand y e a r s old I ' l l never forget the ride that Frenchman gave me on a p iano. " 



. Entry blank for raffle t ickets . R E M E M B E R , if you take more than one chance 
^ - e - u KAh a b e g u r e t o make a x e rox copy of the entry blank for each $1.00 you send over 

the f i rst $1 .00 . R E P E A T : A l l entries must be received not la ter than March 1, 1980. 

B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r , B & M R R H S 
P . O . B o x 2 2 3 , H a r w o o d S t a t i o n 
L i t t l e t o n , M A 0 1 4 6 0 

Y e s , I w a n t a c h a n c e to w i n a B & M 2 - 8 - 0 ! ! I p r e f e r t h e (check one or we ' l l choose 
foryou) E l e s c o W o r t h i n g t o n v e r s i o n . 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

( D E T A C H ) ( D E T A C H ) 
O R D E R F O R M for Moguls,, Mountains, and Memories ( P l e a s e d e t a c h ) 

B u s i n e s s M a n a g e r , B & M R R H S 
P . O . B o x 2 2 3 
H a r w o o d S t a t i o n 
L i t t l e t o n , M A 0 1 4 6 0 

P l e a s e r e s e r v e copies of Moguls, Mountains, and Memories for me (us) at the special 
prepublication pr ice of $ 10.00 per copy. A c h e c k / m o n e y o r d e r f o r $ i s e n c l o s e d . 

N A M E 

A D D R E S S 

T r a i n T imes Intermediate points/ permina ls/ noi 

P O S E - A Daily 0700 
P O M E ex Mon, Tues 1200 
P O S E - B Daily 1630 
POSP ex Sun 2230 
DOBO ex F r i , Sat 2030 
L A M E Mon, Tues . 1500 
C O E D ex Sat 1900 
SAED ex Sat 1900 
BOME M o n - F r i 1930 

Sat, Sun 1230 
S E P O - A Daily 1300 from Rott Je t 
S E P O - B Daily 2400 " 
M E E D / E D M E Daily 0400 turnaround as E D M E c a . 1100 
M E P O ex Su, Mon 1800 
M E L A Sun, Mon 1800 
M E B O S u n - F r i 1600 

Sat. 2000 
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EDSA ex Sat 1930 
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