
Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society 

NEWSLETTER 
P.O. BOX 302 • READING, MASSACHUSETTS 01867 

J o h n C . Alden, Ed i tor A p r i l 26, 1979 Thomas R. Engel , Asst . Ed i tor 

Dear Boston & Maine fans: 
MAY MEETING: Saturday, May 12, 1979, 8PM. Winnacunet High School, Hampton NH. 

* * * * *NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION! ! *****DIRECTIONS: Take exit 2 off 1-95 (Rte. 51 exit) to go east, 
take exit for Rte. 101C f r om Rte. 51 and go east to Hampton Center. A t Hampton Center take r ight t u r n 
at Lamaie 's Tavern onto US Rte. 1 South. Go south about %mile; the entrance to the High School complex is 
on the left just after the Catholic church and school (only one in Hampton), the school is on the r ight just 
past the medical bui ld ing on your le f t . Fo r those who hate to l l -pay ing the location can easily be reached v ia 
Rte. 1 or Rte. 101C, w i th the necessary modif ications to the direct ions 

NOMINATIONS— The Nominating Committee w i l l make i t s repor t at the May meeting on i t s n o m 
inees for the four elected off icers (President, Vice President, Secretary, & Treasurer ) for one-year te rms 
and the two d i r e c t o r s ' seats ( three-year terms) . Nominations w i l l then be accepted f rom the f loor . A f te r 
that, the nominations w i l l be closed. Bal lots w i l l be going out wi th the next (May) Newsletter. 

JUNE MEETING: June""16, 1979, the THIRD Saturday. M t . Washington Cog Railway & environs. 
DAY'S EVENTS T IME PRICE 

Cog Railway Museum & Shop Tour 10 A M T o u r A N D r i d e 

Noon Meal (brown bag or your choice) Noon & n K 

Tra in Ride (3 h r , ride) lv. 2PM, r tn . 5PM * 1 0 - 9 5 p e r p e r s o n 

Dinner at Charlemont Restaurant 6 PM Dinner ( including tax & t ip ) : 
Meeting at Charlemont Restaurant 7 PM $7.50 per person 
Adjourn 9:30 PM 
The program for the meeting w i l l be presented by Don Bray , including a slide show. 
DINNER MENU at the Charlemont: Choice of entree: Pot Roast or Baked Stuffed Chicken Breast 

and: Juice, Potato, Vegetable ( fresh), Salad Bar , Bread & Butter , Dessert , and Beverage. Definite 
reservations for dinner must be i n no la ter than JUNE 6 so the Charlemont w i l l know the exact number of 
each choice to prepare. Send reservations to: Joseph N. Shaw, 888 Greenland Rd. , Portsmouth NH 03801. 

CABINS: Cabins at the Cog Railway for Saturday night, on a f i r s t come- f i rs t served basis, are 
available at $10 per person, and must be reserved. 

The Charlemont is located very near the Fabyans Depot on U.S. Route 302. 

• That address for a l l Address Cahnges: Memb. Sec , B&MRRHS, Box 369, Belmont MA 02178 • • • 

; The A p r i l 1979 monthly meeting of the B&MRRHS was called to order by President 
B & M 6 6 t i n C j L e r ° y c - Hutchinson on Saturday, A p r i l 14 at 8:12 PM in the F i r s t Par i sh Unitar ian 

Church, Woburn, Mass. There were approximately 70 members and guests 
i n attendance. 

The Secretary's repor t was read and accepted. 
The Treasurer ' s report was read and accepted. 
Dick Symmes reported that the Spring 1979 B&M_Bidlet in should be out of the press in two weeks. 
Membership Secretary Tom Engel reported that the March Newsletter moved rapidly through the 

m a i l , perhaps due to i ts having been posted during the middle of the week instead of at the end of the week. 
P rogram Chairman Joe Shaw reported that reservat ion forms w i l l be included in the next issue of 

the Newsletter, and that he must have these reservations returned to h im by June 6 in regard to the June 
16 meeting at the Mount Washington Cog Railway. He also mentioned that a Base Station shop tour w i l l be 
given in the morning and that dinner w i l l feature an option of Pot Roast or Baked Stuffed Chicken at $7.50 
per person. He also indicated that given sufficient r i d e r s , a roundtr ip bus fare of $6.10 f r om Woburn to 
Base Station and r e tu rn would be possible. 

President Hutchinson reported that a member of the Society has been arrested for operating an 
unauthorized vehicle on the Central Mass. Branch, and that the Society's Board of D i rec to rs has revoked 
th is person's membership in keeping w i th A r t i c l e IV , Section C of the Bylaws. He also read a l e t t e r f r om 
B&M Corp. President Dust in in r e this mat te r . 



President Hutchinson reported the appointment of R. Richard Conard, Donald H i l l s , and Henry 
Taves to the Nominating Committee. 

In response to a question f r o m the f loor concerning purchase of cars by the B&MRRHS f r om the 
B&M Corp. 's Boston Wrecker , Board of D i rec to rs Chairman H . Arno ld W i lde r reported that whi le i t 
would be feasible to acquire t i t l e to two of the ca r s , the r ea l problem is f inding a place where they can 
safely be stored and worked on. He indicated that nothing f o r cer ta in has been heard m r e avai labi l i ty of 
a suitable locat ion for th is purpose. 

The business por t ion of the meeting was adjourned at 8:29 P M . 
A f t e r the business port ion of the meeting, Edwin B. Robertson presented a slide show covering 

B & M , Maine Centra l , and Grand Trunk operations f r om the 1950's to the present. 
Respectfully submitted, 

(signed) Fo r r e s t Mack, Secretary 

-HELP WANTED — NO PAY! That's r i g h t , but think of the fun y o u ' l l have. We are setting 
B&MGmOS U P a project to record on f i l m for the Archives the surv iv ing trackside B & M buildings 

before they disappear. We can succeed i f the membership volunteers because only you 
know the buildings in your area. You ' l l need a camera, an instamatic i s good, they are goof proof . Believe 
i t o r not there is no del iberate r ecord of the stations, freighthouses, towers , engine houses, cross ing 
tender shanties, etc. except by accident, usually as background f o r something else. There i s room for 
many people to help cover the several hundred mi les of ma in and branch l ines . Please don't rush out and 
s tar t taking p ic tures ; we have to get permiss ion for you to go on the property and r i gh t of way. A l so , we 
would l ike to know who and where you are . We w i l l give you a l l the help we can, suggestions and methods, 
— but no pay! Gene Prowten, 132 Stow Road, Boxborough MA 01719, has agreed to be the coordinator . 
Wr i t e h im and enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

H E L P ! ! The Memb. Sec. i s i n d i r e need of people to type membership cards f r om the dues f i le 
cards dur ing the upcoming renewal campaign. (Yes, the renewal floodgates open at the end of May f o r the 
Advance Section notice). The work w i l l last f r om June to October. People w i th in re lat ive ly easy t rave l 
distance of the Belmont (Mass.) area p re f e r r ed . Fo r more par t i cu la rs and the lowdown w r i t e the Member 
ship Secretary at the Belmont Box. — TRE 

STANDARD GUAGING OF T H E N E W S L B T T f i B C ^ o e ™ e ^ ^ i S ^ ^ 

month's issueconta ins taat month's news, meeting minutes^ etc. _Thus_Aprj l ha j A p r i l news, etc. B u t — 
everyone gets i t i n May. And 99% of the wor ld ' s monthl ies name the i r issues af ter the months they ' re 
received i n . Thus now we ' re sending out our A p r i l issue while near ly everyone else i s sending out the i r 
May one. F o r the last t i m e , i t i s more logical to have A p r i l news i n your A p r i l issue than i n your May one 
(Calljboy readers w i l l recognize the problem), but mounting confusion w i th one hal f the Society ca l l ing th is 
one A p r i l and the other May and the rea l izat ion any future management would lose no t ime i n changing the 
issue names lead us to the inevitable reguaging which w i l l occur at the end of June. 

• How I t W i l l Work: The June issue (old style) w i l l be cal led the JUNE-JULY issue; what would have 
been the July issue (old style) w i l l be cal led the August issue (new style) & we w i l l be reguaged. NOTE no 
issues w i l l be omit ted , s t i l l 12 a year , only the names w i l l change. We go into such detai l because frankly 
the prospect of 1,166 readers descending on us asking what happened to the i r July Newsletters leaves us 
ve ry , very j i t t e r y . . . — T R E 

M§Y. 26 j_i9_79, 6th Annual Spring Model RR Show, sponsored by North Conway Depot Model RR 
Club, Red Jacket Mountain View Inn , N . Conway, NH. 10AM-4PM. A d m . Adults $ 1 , k ids 50£, 

C O M I N G 5 and under f ree , fami ly $4 max. Dealers, slideshows, displays, Club layout w i l l be open. 
J j f f i § 3 ~ h - ^ J l > Wolfeboro Branch RR Club Model RR Show, Masonic Ha l l , Glendon St., Wol fe -

E V E N T S boro , NH. Displays, Dealers , operating layouts, etc. Adm. $1 adult , 50£ ch i l d . Fo r info, 
contact David Coll inge, Rai l road Ave. , Newfields NH 03856. T e l . 603-778-8461. 

OF June S^JSTJl, The ent ire Lamoi l l e Val ley RR, a fan t r i p , you NEED the trackage. Leave Swan-
ton V T 0900, a r r i v e St. Johnsbury V T ca. 1700. Str ic ly l i m i t e d to f i r s t 150 people. One way 

N O T E only, fare $30 t r a i n only, var ious bus t ranspor t options to there ex t ra . F o r t ickets o rder 
f r o m : Boston Chapter NRHS-Mass. Bay RRE Joint T r i p Committee, Box 6 1 , Needham Heights 
MA 02194. Include a SASE #10 size w i th your order ; checks payable: Boston NRHS-M, B . RRE 

LAST STEAM ^ T h e s u P P o s e ^ "h i gh-wate r " r u n of 1958 by #3713 is viewed by a l l respondents as apocry
phal , another one of those good stor ies that d idn ' t pan out. (2) On Nov. 16, 1955 #4113, the 

last B&M R - l , just recently overhauled for snow-melt ing serv ice , and 494, a 4-4-0 bu i l t i n 1892, were 
posed side by side at B i l l e r i c a and the scene recorded by Off ic ial Photographer Frank BLHi l l . The photo
graph was widely published; quite a contrast i n size between the two engines. (3)Harry Frye wr i t es the last 
inside-connected loco. #24 " M e r r i m a c " was scrapped 8/7/189^7 i n Boston; most popular stor ies l i s t #23 
"Thomas West" as the last ins ider ; i t was sold to Poul terer & Co. 12/12/1895. S t i l l inconclusive whether 
the F i tchburg had one s t i l l l a t e r , presently the i r last appears to have been #9, scrapped p r i o r to 1895; the 
poss ib i l i ty exists one may have escaped scrapping on the FRR and the B&M scrapped i t without renumber ing . 



SPOTLIGHT ON BOSTON & MAINE R.R. HISTORY ( f rom B&M R.R. Employes Magazine) 

May 1929, V o l . 6, No. 2 — P r e s . Hannauer appeared before NH leg is lature on Mar . 26 i n 
years ago c o n n e c t i o ; Q with r e p o r t f r om the Public Service Comm. ; P res . Hannauer stated there were 

many inaccuracies i n th is repor t - the B&M had been doing better than the r epor t indicated, 
passenger and fre ight t ra ins had been speeded up, etc. . " F i s h Line Stops T r a i n " , A p r i l 15th 
a f ishing l ine caused short c i r c u i t , two flagging blocks i n stop pos i t ion, t r a i n #827 delayed 
between Lee and Barr ington NH on the WN&P D i v . . " F i r s t Mi l e -a -Minute F l y e r " - the An t e 
lope i n 1845 - t rave l l ed the 26 mi les f r om Boston to Lawrence i n 26 minutes , .today we hope. . 
"New 70-ton Hopper c a r s " by C. B . Smith, Eng. of Tests, 8400 series,500 cars w i th 4 hoppers 
photo of 8499, for coal , bal last handling. .Annual Report f o r 1928 showed large decline i n 
passenger t ra f f i c ; improved freight handling noted, .center spread top hal f photo of 2-8-44006, 
4-6-2 3683, 2-10-2 3009, bottom half unusual study of North Station concourse, .p i c ture of 
new bridge at F i t chburg , " l a s t l i nk i n the chain between McVi l l e NY and Boston" . .Deane R. 
A inswor th , c l e rk at Springf ie ld, has hobby of t rave l l ing over the Boston & Maine sys t em. . 

2 5 May-June 1954, V o l . 22, No. 3 — F r o n t Cover shows 2 men on p la t fo rm at end of 40-foot boom, 
years ago c l e a n t r i g i e d g e s above t r ack , W i lde r V T . . lead ar t ic le "Radio Speed Yard Service" instant c o m 

munication between y a r d offices and diesel switchers - speed up movements, photos of Russ 
Kendal l , Gen Supt. A i r Brakes & T r a i n Contro l ; T . M . McLaughl in . . "Locomot ive Engineer 
Serves as Governor" f o r 2 days Engineer Norman McMeekin of Woodsvi l le , NH was acting 
Governor on A p r i l 26-27; his regular r u n , J U - 1 and UJ-4 between W. R. Je t . and Newpor t . . 
"The B&M on TV ' s t o r y on day-to-day operation on the B & M , photo of H. E . B i x l e r i n studio 
of Station WMUR-TV, Manchester N H . , " F o r m e r Minnesota Tro l l ey Car Rides the B & M " photo 
of Twin Cit ies car on i t s way v ia B & M to Seashore Tro l l ey Museum. . " B u i l d i n g a Stronger 
Ra i l road" Pres . T . G. Sughrue addressed the N. E . Shippers Advisory Board March 2 5 t h -
reduct ion i n debt, better motive power (almost 100% diesel ) , more rock-bal lasted roadway, 
CTC instal lat ions at 20 locations; improvements i n passenger t r a i n and f re ight t r a i n schedules 
. .Photos : 3713 4-6-2 P-4 steam at International Paper Co., Somervi l le Je t . , pumping steam, 
#627 0-8-0 switcher at Westboro NH engine house A p r i l 14, last one. . "More Landmarks Pass" 
Dow St., Manchester NH crossing tender 's cabin, West Lebanon NH passenger station to VFW 
Post, 100,000 ga l . water tank r a z e d . . . 

-COMMUTER COMMENTS—Pol i t i cs Dept. There was to have been a special t r a i n run to 
B & M a t t e r S C o n c o r d N H o n A p r i l 21 to display a new MBTA locomotive and several refurbished coaches. 

the type of equipment that would be used on any t ra ins NH authori t ies might contract to have 
the MBTA r u n to New Hampshire . The idea had come f r om NH off icials and the date was a l l set when w i th 
but 2 weeks to go the t r i p was suddenly scuttled by MBTA Chairman Robert L . Foster after consultation 
w i th h is staff. In a memorable gaffe Foster said, "Much as we love our s is ter state of N. H . , i t doesn't seem 
economically intel l igent to encourage people to wo rk i n Massachusetts and l ive i n New Hampsh i r e . " 

New Hampshire was l i v i d . Concord Mayor M a r t i n Gross noted "they could also bui ld a Be r l i n w a l l . 
That would work too, and a Hel l of a lot b e t t e r . " NH Gov. Hugh Gallen wasn't amused; he had just proposed 
a p i lo t commuter r a i l pro ject between NH and Mass. to DOT Sec. Brock Adams. US Rep. James Cleveland 
complained to the Urban Mass Transportat ion Admin is t ra t i on (UMTA) . 

Cooler heads have prevai led. The demonstration t r a i n is (as of 4/28) back on, for May 4th , a r r i v a l 
i n Concord expected ca. 1900hrs., the equipment w i l l be on display on the 5 th . A s i m i l a r demonstrat ion 
t r a i n w i l l be r u n i n the Boston area out the F ran k l i n branch on May 20th to celebrate that l ine 's improvement. 

Foster has also just announced a commuter r a i l management shakeup, th is reported on radio 4/28. 
Foster wants more attention to costs and def ic i ts ; i n the interv iew he noted the mid-day commuter t ra ins 
w i t h l i gh te r passenger loads and higher deficits per passenger as areas for possible reduct ions. 

Pr ivate Wor r i e s : (1) Are we re turn ing to the once- in-the-morning-and-evening-does- i t mental i ty 
that drove commuter r a i l into the ground in years past ? I t has been found that the single most important 
factor i n increas ing commuter r a i l r ide rsh ip was increasing t r a i n frequency (and not speed) of serv ice , 
especial ly i n off-peak per iods, such was found dur ing the Federal ly-funded commuter r a i l experiment on 
the B&M in 1963 o r so. (2) W i l l this cost -cut t ing and d e f i c i t - t r i mmi ng dr i ve lead to deferred maintenance? 
I t must be noted that the B & M may per f o rm only that maintenance the MBTA allows i t to , especially as the 
MBTA now owns the equipment. Maintenance budgets have been cut i n past y ea rs . — T R E 

Ra i l service on the Lowel l route w i l l be t emporar i l y cut back to Winchester (Woburn t ra ins w i l l 
s t i l l r u n , though) s tar t ing May 6th un t i l September .for t r ack rebui ld ing work . A replacement bus serv ice 
w i l l be offered w i th the same fares as on the r a i l r o a d . There has been some discussion of whether a fu l l 
suspension was absolutely necessary, also much wo r r y ing i n some quarters that the purpose was to effect 
a permanent "bus t i tu t i on " . But t r a ck improvements for passenger service i sn ' t the only prupose of this 
work : the MBTA is required under the commuter l ines sale agreement to provide the B&M w i th a suitable 
high & wide route to i t s Boston ya rds . Wi th the Red L ine (Cambridge Subway) extension taking over the 
F i t chburg Fre ight Cut-off the Lowe l l l ine is to become the new high & wide route and clearances must be 
increased. Once this work is done through fre ights would probably no longer use the F i t chburg to Aye r . 
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A Tale of the Eastward Main: On A p r i l 23 r a i l crews worked on the eastward t rack through 
Belmont replacing bad r a i l s . Battered and chipped r a i l ends were common and a signif icant amount of 
r a i l had to be replaced. The or ig ina l r a i l dates most ly f r om the late 1920's, much of i t Krupp r a i l , and 
var ies f r om 110# to 130#. Welded r a i l for both t racks had been dropped in late 1977 and the westward 
r a i l was instal led i n late Fa l l 1977 and Spring 1978. The welded r a i l for the eastward t rack however after 
having la in on the r i gh t of way a l l w in te r was picked up and taken elsewhere. The heat-treated welded r a i l 
i s 115# r a i l and is much stronger than the 130# r a i l i t replaces, which tends to be b r i t t l e i n w in te r . W i th 
th is massive replacement of jointed r a i l w i th jo inted r a i l apparently the eastward t rack might we l l never 
get i t s welded r a i l . The welded r a i l makes quite a difference on the r ide of both passenger and f re ight 
t ra ins on the westward t rack . 

On A p r i l 30th cer ta in schedule changes w i l l go into effect on the Providence l i n e , most ly a r e 
duction on the midday t r i p s to Providence. 

6 GO coaches on del ivery to the MBTA were seriously damaged in a f re ight dera i lment on the 
CPR at Bar ton, V t . A p r i l 7th. Another 4 GO cars i n the t r a i n were undamaged and continued to Boston. 
Dera i lment 's cause is unknown.. .b lack MBTA GP-9 7534 or 7543 was observed i n a fast-moving CNR 
fre ight at Bellevue, Ont. on A p r i l 14th. Headed for Paducah or Michigan's SEMTA? (Bruce P. Curry) 

MBTA F40PH MODEL NOTES—Jerome Rosenfeld sends us some other changes necessary i n 
convert ing L i f e - L i ke ' s F40PH to MBTA dress . MBTA F40PH's lack the Dynamic Brake feature and the 
fan to this feature on the model must be removed and the r es i s t o r g r i l l s f i l l ed i n . Next the "cab headlight" 
must be removed as the MBTA F40's lack this feature whi le A m t r a k F40's are equipped w i th what is more 
o r less a " M a r s " l i gh t . 

-We welcome the fol lowing new members to the B&MRRHS: Robert P. Broden, B i l l e r i c a 
lembBrSMA; Robert M . Jef fers, J r . , Worcester MA; Robert A l l en L i l j e s t rand , Shrewsbury MA; 

"Craig Smith, '-Delmar NY; Robert J . Sul l ivan, J r . , Tewksbury MA; Domenic Vecchiare l l i , 
Scotia NY; Richard E. Genereau, Weymouth MA; Raymond H. B i l l ings , Greenfield MA; E . Stanley Swans on, 
New B r i t a i n CT; Robert C. McCutcheon, L iverpoo l NY; Paul J . Godfrey, Pelham MA. Welcome aboard! 

-(The B&MRRHS Newsletter needs a few good stor ies ; actually lots of them, the more the 
l&M3tterS^ e t t e r * -Also observations, notes of everyday happenings, and such l i k e . We t r y to keep 

-you abreast each month of what 's happening i n your Society and out on our namesake r a i l 
road . But we need your help; there are some areas on the B&M we haven't heard much about. The West 
End and more recently the North Country have been strangely quiet. So, send your Newsletter i tems to: 
John C. Alden, Newsletter Ed i t o r , 11 Riverside Avenue, Concord MA 01742.) 

The west end of the Goffstown branch extending beyond the covered bridge (destroyed by f i r e i n 
Aug. 1976) was r ipped up ear ly i n A p r i l . Everything, r a i l , t i es , and bal last was removed. East of Goffs
town t rack work has been done w i th r a i l s and t ies replaced i n places, some of th is r a i l came f r om the 
removed west end. The brush cutter worked to Goffstown on A p r i l 17. There is a lumber ya rd i n Goffstown 
that sees 5-6 carloads a week. (Mike Lennon) 

30-day abandonment notices have been posted fo r the Bennington-Hil lsboro section of the Hi l l sboro 
branch and the Townsend-Greenvil le por t ion of the Greenvil le branch (this s t re tch includes the Greenvil le 
t rest le ) . Both l ines have seen l i t t l e o r no business i n the past few years and were l ike to see none and were 
de-facto abandoned. I f no objections are made dur ing the 30-day per iod after posting the notices (they were 
ca r r i ed i n Traf f ic World) the abandonment is approved. (Michael V . Lennon) 

The Boston & Maine Corp. 's Trustees r epor t that February 1979's net loss was $682,251, c o m 
pared to Feb. 1978's $1,382,026 loss . F igures f o r f i r s t two months 1979 are net loss of $1,389,430 on 
$15,742,082 i n revenues v s . loss of $2,514,730 on $13,064,819 of revenues for 1978. This past w in te r the 
weather has been m i l d e r and there was no coal s t r i k e . Dare we hope 1979 shapes up better than 1978? 

EQUIPMENT NOTES—The Sperry Ra i l Service test car came through Belmont going west at 0805 
on A p r i l 12, destination & purpose unknown. The car i s a converted gas-e lectr ic "doodle-bug" and is 
painted yel low • • GEEP-40 FOLLIES: The 300's continue the i r metamorphosis into Just Another Engine 
i n the power pool; on A p r i l 9 loca l B-3 out of Boston had #314 and probably did wo rk on the Bemis branch. 
Unknown yet whether any have seen service on the Central Mass. , Watertown, or Bedford branches. (Keep 
us informed of the 300's ' progress onto the branch l ines . ) • • SW-1 1118 is i n an experimental but very-
at tract ive new paint scheme. Basic co lor is blue (what else?), but a br i gh te r shade more l ike CR b lue . The 
t rucks and fuel tanks are s i l v e r , the frame is b lack. A while s t r ipe is painted around the cab w i th the n u m 
ber below the s t r ipe and the B&M logo above. A t the rad ia tor end there are two large white rectangles 
painted on both sides w i th a black minuteman emblem inside. Current ly 1118 serves as the B i l l e r i c a shop 
switcher but on Sundays i t switches the Lowel l ya rd r i gh t by the passenger stat ion. (Ar t Mitchel l ) 
< ~ Y M _ Outside of the Conn R iver , no earth-shaking changes th is month, so no new schedule 

i f U ^ i L r i i i b t M g m o n t l u c h a n g e s . BR-21 l v . Rigby 1900, RS-1 l v . Rigby 2230, NE-87 l v . Rigby 
1300, NE-1 l v . Rigby 0500, l v . F i t chburg 1430, and goes to Rott. J e t . ; NE-2 l v . Rott . Je t . 1030. CONN 
RIVER: CV447 l v . Spgfd. 1600, CP917 l v . Spgfd. 1900. CV390 l v . WRJ 1700, CP904 l v . WRJ 2200;EW-1 
and WE-2 are 3 rd class t ra ins 4301 and 4302 nor th of White River Je t . 
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. „ F o r the month of June and the June-July (see p . 2) issue your Ass t . Ed i to r w i l l be 
acting Ed i t o r . Newsletter business for May 25-June 30 should go to the Belmont box. 

The rescheduling of the Conn River t ra ins is due to competit ion f r om the D&H for the lucrat ive 
newsprint t ra f f i c f r om Canada to New Yo rk , Philadelphia, and other east coast c i t i e s . The D&H has put 
on a fast paper t r a i n and the B & M , CP, and CV must respond to keep th is t ra f f i c • • the Rigby -Springf ield 
t ra ins continue to do w e l l , especially w i th piggyback* A t Springfield connections are made w i th ConRail 's 
van t ra ins f o r the West w i th del ivery t ime to Chicago that saves several days over routings through Se lk i rk 
and other intermediate ya rds . B&M tra ins are now made w i t h separate Se lk irk and Dewitt blocks for more 
eff icient interchange w i th CR • • EW-1 and WE-2 became 3rd class t ra ins to cut the need for t r a i n orders 
as they are now t imetable t r a i n s . J . B . Egan i n The 470 notes that X - l & X - 2 use these numbers on the l ine 
to B e r l i n but are cal led 6051 & 6052 Waumbek Jet . to Coos Jet . Gl/2 is called 6053/6054. 

Portsmouth Area Notes —Joe Shaw notes that about lk m i l e s of the l ine into Portsmouth is to be 
double-tracked f r om Emory ' s Crossing to the old Portsmouth stat ion. In Portsmouth y a r d and t rack i m 
provements w i th work to s tar t May 7 include new r a i l (100# inplaees), t i e s , ba l last , and switch relocations 
and other p ro j e c t s . .Bud Horton wr i t e s there were two m ino r derai lments on the Portsmouth branch A p r . 5; 
3 jumbo covered hoppers & buggy derai led at Raymond & chewed up quite a b i t of roadbed. 6 hoppers of 
sand derai led on the wye at Rockingham Jet . He also notes the Front & Ma in St. crossings i n Exeter have 
been rebui l t and are " r e a l smooth" now . .Pau l Taylor adds that many of the " l o ca l s " seen on the Portsmouth 
branch are high-wide f re ight extras w i th mater ia ls for Seabrook. 

Dover Doings —4267B was back i n Boston over the weekend of A p r . 28-9 . .Your Ass t . Ed . got con
fused by some handwrit ing and guessed wrong; #1124 is used on D I - l / l D - 2 (there 's no such D l l /12 ) . This 
t r a i n normal l y doesn't do ya rd work in Dover. D I - l / l D - 2 services consignees on the Conway branch to 
Rochester, the f o rmer Gonic branch, and the f o rmer Farmington branch. The restuarant where the two 
crews often eat is south of the Farmington branch and was once the Rochester Depot. (Paul Taylor) Bud 
Horton adds D I - l / l D - 2 are the«old Intervale-Dover t ra ins even though they haven't seen Intervale for years . 

Harold Judkins reports Central Mass. mi lepost B54/N50 is preserved and i n good hands, though 
not on the or ig ina l locat ion. 

The Ayer-Mechaniev i l le ma in l ine rebui ld ing project is moving into high gear. Work is i n progress 
between Wr ights and Gardner and fa r ther west at Soapstone and Wi l l i amstown. We hear there are r e qu i r e 
ments that the monies lent for this rebui ld ing project be spent w i th in a l i m i t e d t ime per iod , 2 years we be
l i eve . This is why the B & M procured Engl ish r a i l for making the welded r a i l — i t was avai lable. Supplies 
must be gotten wherever they can and wi th U.S. producers having lengthy backlogs the B&M went to Eng 
land for r a i l . Other supplies are subject to s i m i l a r backlogs so supplies are ordered we l l i n advance. 

—— — ——We publish ads by members as space p e r m i t s . Please keep them as short as pos-

B&Mark6tplclC6a^e a Q d send them on a separate sheet of paper. Don't forget to include name & 
address. We may edit ads to f i t them i n and can't guarantee the running of an ad. 

' ' FOR SALE: New P F M B&M B-15 2 -6-0 , B&M caboose, Overland C&O caboose, T imber l ine 
F rank l in Je t . F . Bruhn, 91 Dartmouth D r . , Lexington OH 44904 

_ SELLING ON approval o r i g ina l sl ides of SP, ATSF, A m t r a k , & other western road diesels and 
S i e r ra , YMSP, RC-BT , WS&CV and Cal-West steam and diesel subjects. Some or ig ina l B&W 
negs. & emp T T ' s . Joseph T . Bispo, 4216 S. F r u i t Ave. , Fresno CA 93706. 

m Amer i can Shortl ine Railway Guide, by E . A . Lew is , a 134-page book featuring data and photographs 
on short l ines f r om a l l over the U.S. PRICE: $9.95 softbound, $14.95 hardbound, postpaid f r om 
The Baggage Car , P. O. Box 733, M o r r i s v i l l e V T 05661. 

-The Rocket i s back! And this t ime probably permanently . I t i s now par t of a bimodal movement 
CVJ6WS o f perishables f r om the South to eastern Canada. The t r a i l e r s move by r a i l to Potomac Y a r d , 

thence by highway to Pa lmer , Mass. , thence v ia the CV to Mont rea l . This saves several days 
of delays nor th of Potomac Yard on CR. (Green Board) Wallace Meyer notes the increased pace at Pa lmer 

Maine Central Chairman E . Spencer M i l l e r announced at the 1979 Annual Meeting on 
MEChatter A P r i l 2 5 t h a t M E C ' S l s t quarter 1979 earnings were $1,020,349 on revenues of $14,082, 

663. Last year ' s l s t quarter earnings were only $514,108 on $12,563,502 of revenues. 
(Wait t i l l James E a r l Car te r , J r . hears about t h i s ! — T R E ) . . . The MEC's new (old, 4 e x - L & N engines) 
power we mentioned i n January are GP-7's, not 9 's , Matt Rines w r i t e s . The units were purchased when 
MEG didn ' t have enough operable units to handle business; thus i t ' s r i sky to speculate on the Alco swi tchers ' 
fates. GP-7's have been more re l iab le for Maine Central than the i r newer power. 

( R E S E R V A T I O N F O R M F O R C H A R L E M O N T R E S T A U R A N T ) 

CHECK ONE: Chicken No. Persons Pot Roast No. Persons 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS (including guests) ATTENDING DINNER 

TRAIN RIDE: TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS 

Send To: Joseph N . Shaw, 888 Greenland Road, Portsmouth NH 03801 



. The fol lowing publications are available postpaid (unless otherwise noted) by order ing 
FU±5L,iUAJ.iUJNb d i r e c t f r o m t h i s address: Business Mgr . , B&MRRHS, Box 223, Harwood Station, L i t t l e t on 
Mass. 01460. Publications orders,sent to any other addresses w i l l be. subject to an automatic delay of at 
least two weeks. Do not include any other correspondence w i th these o rde rs ! ! 

B & M B U L L E T I N S : F a l l 1976, Win te r 1976-7, Spring, Summer, F a l l 1977; Winter 1977-8, 
Spring 1978, PRICE: $2 @ to members , $2.25 @ to others . Summer, F a l l 1978, Win te r 1978-9, 
PRICE: $2.50 everyone. 

O T H E R B & M R R H S P U B L I C A T I O N S : 1932 Snow T r a i n menu-25£; repr in ted Montpel ier 
& Wel ls R iver/Barre & Chelsea RR employes' t imetable #62B of January 22, 1928 - $1.00 

B O O K S B Y O T H E R P U B L I S H E R S : A_PJnj^lcJ^ofJ^ght by Ca r l R. Byron . A 72pp. 6"x9" 
softbound history of the construct ion and operation of Hoosac Tunnel by a wel l -known B&MRRHS 
member and f o rmer of f icer . I l lus t ra ted wi th photos, maps, and d iagrams. $4.95. 
V a n i s j u n ^ M a r k e r s , a 128pp. i l lus t ra ted descr ipt ion of Boston & Maine ra i l r oad ing 1948-1952 
by a f o rmer B & M b r a k e m a n . This is a captivating account of B&M operations dur ing one of the 
most interest ing periods i n the company's h i s to ry . Members $12.50; non-members $14.95. 
New J^gland_Diesels, Dave A lpe r t & George Melv in 's photographic chronic le of the Diesel l oco 
motive i n New England f r om the 1930's to the present day. A l l class I roads as we l l as short l ines 
are represented i n the 420+ photographs f r om New England's major r a i l photographers as we l l as 
some unknowns. The book is organized on a state-by-state basis including maps of r a i l mileage 
in each state. A n excellent va lue ! Hardbound, 232pp. Members $24.00; non-members $26.95. 
Northej^^aUjj r J.97J_Ej^Woja: A 34-page i l lus t ra ted guide to the ra i l roads of Maine, New Hamp
shire and Vermont , the i r f re ight and passenger operations, locomotive r o s t e r s , y a rd and engine 
t e rm ina l locat ions, maps, and radio frequencies plus gazeteers of p r inc ipa l points of interest 
i n each state. Includes a l l museums w i th equipment r os t e r s . $3.50 

n r 4 M T v r v w c T T P T " T I T ? ' R C A T ir Back by popular demand, the Giant Get Rid of the Remaining 1977-78 News-
•a iAJNi J N t w b ^ J . HUH bAi.iL l g t t e r s Newsletter Sale. Having unloaded - e r - sold out the 1976-7 stock, we 
have a l im i t ed number of A p r i l , May, and June 1978's around. We w i l l se l l them only as sets of 3, no 
subst i tut ions, please. Pr i ce : 2 usable 15£ US stamps, o rder f r om Dept. NS, Box 369, Belmont MA 02178. 
May & June contain the 2-par t Laurence Breed Walker story on a pre-WW I t r i p f r om Boston through 
Crawford Notch to the M t . Washington resor ts ; A p r i l we must admit was a Real Dog news-wise. 
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