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MAINE C E N T R A L 

CONCORD AND MONTREAL RAILROADS. 
Order No. 4 7 8 . 

T O T R A I N M E N : 

SIGNALS G O V E R N I N G G R A D E CROSSINGS 
OF THE 

6008 E X T E N S I O N OF T H E HIHINE CENTRAL RRILRDBD. 
W I T H T H E 

C O N C O R D A N D D 1 0 N T R E R L R A I L R O A D 
AND K I L K E N N Y B R A N C H A T L A N C A S T E R , 

A N D W I T H T H E 

W H i i e f i e l d and J e f f e r s o n B r a n c n a t Gfierry Pond. 
At each of these crossings, one bal l or 

one red l ight a t m a s t h e a d , wil l a l low 

t r a i n s of the Concord a n d Montrea l R a i l 

road to c r o s s the M a i n e C e n t r a l t rack . 

Two ba l l s or two red l ights will a l l o w 

t r a i n s of the M a i n e C e n t r a l Ra i l road to 

c r o s s the Concord a n d Montrea l t rack . 

P A Y S O N T U C K E R , 

W . A . S T O W E L L , Gen'l Manager, M. C. li. A\ 

Acting Siipt. C. & M. It. R. 

February 3d, 1891. 



A u g u s t 2 7 , 1 9 7 6 

Dear B&M fans: 

The September meeting of the Boston & Maine Rai lroad H is tor i ca l Society w i l l be held 
Saturday the 11th at 8:00 PM in the Unitar ian Church on Woburn Square. Russ Monroe w i l l 
show slides f r om his col lect ion going back many years . V i s i t o r s are always welcome. 

A t this w r i t i n g the program for the October meeting has not been announced. Come 
anyway as i t is sure to be of in teres t . The date is October 9; t ime and place as above. 

FRONT COVER: On the f ront cover of this issue of the Newsletter i s a bul le t in f r om the 
Ed i to r ' s col lect ion placing in service two ba l l s ignals, one of which is s t i l l 

i n use, i n the area covered by the latest Bu l l e t in . Of par t i cu la r note is the mention of the 
Kilkenny Branch which was bu i l t p r i m a r i l y fo r logging in the v i c in i t y of Starr K ing Mountain. 

DUES: D U E S A R E D U E FOR 1977. Remember, you have only unt i l September 30 to renew 
at the 8$ rate or obtain a L i f e Membership for $80. Start ing October 1 renewal w i l l be 

$10 and L i f e Membership $100. New members must now pay the higher rates , but you s t i l l have 
a chance for a bargain. The hew Membership Secretary w i l l be glad to receive your money. 

MEETING OF AUGUST 14th, 1976 : The regular monthly meeting of the B&MRRHS was called 
„ to order at 8:10 P M in the F i r s t Uni tar ian Par ish Church, 

Woburn, Mass . , by President Kenneth E. Patton. There were approximately 55 members and 
guests in attendance. 

The Secretary's Report was accepted as read. 

In the absence of the T reasurer , Donald G. H i l l s read a synopsis of the Society's f inan-
ciaT affairs "that had been prepared" by the T r e a s u r e r r ^ " ' ' ~ '• 

The Secretary gave a b r i e f r epor t on the recently held meeting of the Board of D i r e c t o r s . 
Effective October 1st, John C. Alden w i l l assume the posit ion of "Newsle t ter " edi tor , replacing 
Donald S. Robinson, .who prese i t l y is serv ing on an i n t e r i m basis. Wi th in the next few weeks, 
Thomas R. Engel w i l l become, re sponsible for membership and c i rcu la t io l services as the newly 
created Membership Secretary. ( M r . Engel w i l l also serve as the typ ist for the "News le t ter " . ) 
In l i ght of the realigned responsibi l i t ies and to expedite the handli.ig of the Society's business, 
future membership applications and inqu i r i e s , as we l l as c i rcu la t ion-re la ted mat ters should be 
addressed to M r . Engel; orders for publications and other business mat ters should be directed 
to Business Manager John C. Hutchins; a l l other correspondence should continue to be addressed 
to the Society's post office box. The appropriate addresses w i l l be l i s ted i n future issues of the 
"News le t te r " . 

Publications Ed i to r R. Richard Conard noted that the Summer issue of the " B u l l e t i n " had 
recently been published and requested photographs taken oil the F i t chburg Div is ion between F i t c h 
burg and Gardner, pa r t i cu la r l y at Ashburnham H i l l f o r use in the F a l l issue of the magazine. 

Business Manager Hutchins reported that there were only about 500 copies of the Society's 
Central Mass. book le f t in stock. He also mentioned that the B&M was seeking volunteers to 
staff i t s Bicentennial T r a i n exhibit scheduled to be on display at Nor th Station i n Boston Sept. 24. 

Program Chairman H i l l s announced that the program at the September meeting would be 
a sl ide show p r i m a r i l y devoted to New England rai lways presented by Russell F . Munroe, J r . 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM fol lowing a general discussion of loca l 
ra i lway news i tems and operations. 

A f ter the business meet ing, Charles J . Kennedy, Professor of Economics and Business 
His tory at the Univers i ty of Nebraska at L inco ln , spoke about his progress on his for thcoming 
mul t i - vo lume economic h is tory of the Boston & Maine. He discussed the methods employed to 
research the source mate r ia l s for such an undertaking and the manner i n which var ious conclu
sions may be drawn f r om established facts, c i t ing specific instances. There was a question and 
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a n d a n s w e r s e s s i o n a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f P r o f e s s o r K e n n e d y ' s t a l k . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

( s i g n e d ) D a v i d D e r o w , S e c r e t a r y 

A couple of the fo l lowing i tems were given to the Newsletter editor for publ icat ion i n 
the August issue but were misplaced. They are now p r in t ed , w i th apologies, under the Better 
Late than never Department. 

Fo rme r B&M Chief Executive Officer John W. Bar r inge r , having several t imes been 
r e t i r e d , is now serv ing as a t rave l l i ng f re ight agent for the Rock Is land. 

Several hundred feet of 36-foot r a i l was replaced wi th 30-foot lengths on the old Eastern 
Route ma in l ine i n Salisbury dur ing June. The longer pieces were taken f r om the a l l - b u t -
abandoned l ine for relay elsewhere. 

Im i ta t i on is the sincerest f o rm of f l a t t e ry . W i th m inor exceptions ConRail 's Bicentennial 
diesel is a duplicate of the 200. The words "200 yea rs " in the c i r c l e of stars and the Minuteman 
are miss ing , CONRAIL appears i n blue on the white s t r ipe , and the number replaces the B&M 
logo on the cab. No. 7776 is presently assigned to the P i t tsburgh area, but i t would be nice i f 
some arrangement could be made to get the two together at Mechanicvi l le before the end of 
the year . 

What may be the las t operational B&M t rack motor car is now owned by A r t h u r E . 
Lassonde of Concord, NH, and is displayed on his f ront lawn. (We hope he has i t thoroughly 
chained down). 

In a continuing program of grade cross ing improvements repa i rs have been made to 16 
between Ster l ing and Worcester . 

On July" 28 the unit c daO fa in d idTt again dumping 8 cars in the middle of Hookse't v i l lage . 
As before, the dera i lment was caused by a broken wheel . Each loaded t r a i n i s now rece iv ing an 
inspection at Mechanicvi l le p r i o r to fur ther movement. 

The same date was a bad one f o r the Grand Trunk as we l l . A 35 car " se rv i ce i n t e r rup t i on " 
near Lennoxvi l le , Que. , resulted i n t ra ins 393 and 394 being detoured v ia White R iver Junction 
over the B&M and the CV. As the Maine Central 's Beecher Fa l ls job and the Groveton local were 
also operating some pre t ty fancy t r a i n orders invo lv ing the t ra ins of three ra i l roads were issued. 
470 Club member John Fgan was the conductor on one of the detoured Grand Trunk t r a in s , and i t is 
understood that he enjoyed the " fan t r i p " . 

The last remain ing active covered bridge on the B&M, at Goffstown, NH was destroyed 
by a f i r e of apparent incendiary o r i g in at 1130 hours on August 16. I t was rumored that 3 young 
men .with gasoline cans s t i l l i n hand were apprehended near the scene. The only other remaining 
bridge is the one at H i l l sboro which has not been used i n several years . (As the Claremont & 
Concord has f i led f o r abandonment between East Claremont and Newport, which l ine includes the 
f o rmer B&M bridges (2) at Chandler, the day of t r a i n s ' running through covered bridges is c lear ly 
coming to an end. Only the r ebu i l t Bar re & Chelsea bridge at C lark ' s Trad ing Post and the St. J & 
LC " F i s h e r " bridge at Wolcott , V T w i l l be le f t in use). 

Conway Scenic Rai lroad 's ex-Reader 2-6-2 No. 108 a r r i v ed minus a l l i t s "goodies" which 
had been locked i n the cab. Anyone having in format ion re lat ive to the fo l lowing i tems should con
tact the r a i l r oad at once: 

2 Baldwin bui lder ' s plates #52820, January 1920 
1 Baldwin number p late , round, w i th 108 in center 
1 Pyle-Nat ional headlight 
2 Pyle-Nat ional c lassi f icat ion lamps 
1 Locomotive Superheater C. patent plate 
1 Be l l w i th yoke and a i r r inger 
1 s ix-chamber steam whist le and valve 
2 Brass o i l cups for crossheads « • • " 

Conway Scenic w i l l be holding i t s T h i r d Annual Rail fans' Day on September 18 and would l i ke to 
have the engine in proper shape. Steam, diese l , and double-headed t r a i n w i l l be operated over 
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a l l trackage including Conway-Albany and Nor th Conway-Intervale. Swap and Sell tables w i l l be 
available by reservat ion . The no rma l t icket pr ice of $2. 75 covers a l l events. Fo r fur ther i n f o r 
mat ion w r i t e to Dwight Smith, Box 434, Conway, NH 03818 or ca l l 603-356-5251. 

Symbol fre ights AP-3 and AP-4 have replaced NE-1 and NF-2 on the Boston-Mechanicvi l le 
runs and a few weeks la te r RM-3 and MR-4 became N E - 1 and NF-2 on the Port land-Mechanicv i l le 
r u n . The " A P " designation is understood to re fer to the pre-ConRai l "Apo l l o " t ra ins of the L V . 

Wolfeborough Rai lroad w i l l operate Concord-Lincoln f a l l foliage t r i p s on Saturdays and 
Sundays September 11 to October 1 1 . Tra ins leave Concord at 0830 and r e t u r n at 1700. Fare i s 
$15 adult, $7.50 ch i l d . Tickets (not refundable) are by reservat ion only and may be obtained by 
sending a check and stamped envelope to Wolfeboro Rai l Road Co., RFD 2, Wolfeboro, NH 03894. 
Be sure to give the desired date. 

Myst ic Val ley Railway Society, Inc. , w i l l repeat last year ' s successful "New York State 
Express " two-day Boston-Saratoga Springs t r i p on October 10 & 11 . The fare of $87 includes 
t r a i n , hote l , mea ls , and t r ans f e r . . Tickets may be obtained f r om the Society at Box 32, 
Mattapan, MA, 02126. 

B&MRRHS DOINGS: Effective October 1 the Newsletter editor w i l l be John Alden. John is r e t i r ed 
f r o m the Claims Department of the B&M and should have more t ime than 

your present editor to see that the Newsletter gets out on t i m e . 

In an ef fort to improve service to our members i t has been decided to t r y something d i f 
ferent . Orders f o r back copies of publications (other than the Newsletter) have i n the past r e 
quired up to four weeks for processing because of the t ime required for the d is t r ibut ion of m a i l 
after i t is picked up i n Reading. Effective w i th your receipt of th is issue of the Newsletter , a l l 
publications orders and correspondence re la t i ve to back issue sales or speci f ical ly intended for 

Jhe_bjJLsiness manager should_b^_addressed_to: 
' John C. Hutchins, Business Mgr . B&MRRHS, Box"223, Harwood Sta., L i t t l e t on , MA 01460 

Send ONLY publications orders o r correspondence as indicated to the above address. A l l address 
changes, inquir ies concerning non-rece ipt of publications to which membership entit les you , and 
membership in format ion to the Secretary, Box 302, Reading, MA 01867. 

PROGRESS REPORT ON B&M HISTORY: A l i m i t e d number of copies of Charles J . Kennedy's 
"Progress Report on B&M H i s t o r y " , which was d i s t r i 

buted to those attending the August 12th meet ing, are available to members who were unable to 
attend the meet ing. This repor t contains an outline of the three basic volumes of D r . Kennedy's 
for thcoming management h is tory of the Boston & Maine (and predecessor roads) f r o m 1830 to 
1955, and a descr ipt ion of other volumes i n preparat ion . Included is b ib l iographica l in format ion 
on 13 ar t i c l es and papers which have already been publ ished. Send requests for a copy to the 
Society's new Post Office box i n L i t t l e t on (explained elsewhere in this Newsletter ) . Please en
close 50£ to cover postage and handling. The l i m i t is one copy per member . Please al low two 
to three weeks for de l ivery . 

We welcome new members James B. Smith, Media, PA; Charles J . Ke l l e r , 
-^•nw M J s i v i J j J i K b : R e v e r 6 j MA; A l ton H a m b l y , n i , Taunton, MA; Robert A . D i l lman , Danbury, CT 
D. E. Greenholz, Danbury, CT; John S. Noonan, St i l lwater , NY; John B. Pfei f fer, S. P la inf ie ld NJ 
Edwin A. Pol ley, Framingham, MA; James W. Gibson, Rochester, NY; Geoffrey H. A rno ld , 
Cambridge, MA; George Poole, Woburn, MA; Robert O. Moore , Leominster , MA; Glenn J . 
W i l l i a m s , Hooksett, NH; G. Roger Hinman, Har t f o rd , CT; Bruce Malone, P leasantvi l le , NY; 
Glenn D. Nasman, Westwood, MA; Thomas R. Pu ls i f e r , Xenia, OH. Welcome aboard, gentlemen. 

PHOTOS NEEDED- ^ e a r e c u r r e n ^ y looking for photos of the fo l lowing subjects for use i n the 
' BfcM Bul le t in : Montpel ier & Wel ls River Rai lroad; Bar r e & Chelsea Rai l road; 

and photos taken i n the F i t chburg , South Ashburnham, and Gardner area of the F i t chburg Div is ion 
showing t r a i n scenes, stat ions, wrecks , etc. A lso , we are s t i l l i n need of more photos showing 
m i l k t r a i n s , m i l k equipment, and re lated subjects. In addit ion, we are always i n need of photos 
for our "Foca l Point" photo sect ion. Contact Ken Patton, Photo Ed i to r , at 316 Park St., 
Wrentham, MA 02193. 



The fo l lowing publications are presently avai lable. A l l pr ices include postage 
- unless otherwise noted. 

The Central Mass. - 144 page h is tory of the B&M Central Mass. Branch. Contains 163 photos, 
maps, t imetables , etc. 
MEMBERS - $6.00 
NON-MEMBERS - $7.95 plus 50£ for postage 

B&M Bul let ins - March 1974 ( a few copies of th is issue, available to members only) , 
Winter 1974-5 (supply almost exhausted) 
Spring 1975, Summer 1975, Fa l l 1975, Winter 1975-6, Spring 1976. 
P r i c e : $ 1 . 75 to members , $2.00 to non-members , 
The Summer 1976 issue is available to members at $2.00 each and $2.25 
each to non-members . 

Other publications - Springfield T e rm ina l Ry. 1900 t imetable r ep r in t at 25£ each; 
Scale drawing of Mogul 1388 by J i m Ickes at 70£ each; 
D ick Symmes' drawing of Mogul 1470 at M i l f o r d , NH, at 70£ each; 
Reprint of 1860 Woburn Branch broadside poster at 70£ each; 
Reprint of 1932 Snow T r a i n menu at 25£ each. 


