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Dear B&M Fans: 
The January meeting of the Boston and Maine Railroad His

t o r i c a l Society w i l l be held at the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish Church, 
corner of Winn and Pleasant S t r e e t s , Woburn Square, Woburn, Mass., 
at 8 J 00 P.M. on Saturday, January 10, 1976. Following the regular-
monthly business meeting, we w i l l have a viewing of 8mm movies of 
the Boston and Maine and other Railroads, taken from 1937 t o 1956 
by Mr. Robert C h a f f i n . These are e x c e l l a n t Movies, and should not 
be missed. * 

MEETING OF DECEMBER 13, 1975; The reg u l a r monthly meeting of the 
B&MRRHS was ca;;ed t o order at 8 :05 

P.M. i n the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish Church, Woburn, Mass., by Pres
ident Donald S. Robinson. 

The reading of the Secretary's and the Treasurer's r e p o r t s 
was waived. 

P u b l i c a t i o n s E d i t o r R. Richard Conard repo r t e d 
issue of the " B u l l e t i n " would be i n the m a i l w i t h i n 
weeks and t h a t work on the Winter issue was nearing 
He also noted t h a t the Society's Central Mass. book 
a v a i l a b l e f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n at the January meeting. 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8 : 0 9 P.M. 
Chairman H. Eentley Crouch then introduced the n i g h t ' s speaker, 

Frederick C. Dumaine, J r . , t o the meeting, which was attended by 
over 150 people, our l a r g e s t crowd ever. He r e l a t e d Mr. Dumaine's 
s i g n i f i c a n t involvement i n New England area r a i l r o a d i n g : h i s 
having been president of the New Haven and the Delaware & Hudson; 
and h i s present c o n t r o l of the Bangor & Aroostook through h i s 
Amoskeag Corporation. 

Mr. Dumaine spoke about h i s proposed merger and r e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of the Bangor & Aroostook, the Maine Central ( i n which Amoskeag 
i s a l a r g e s t o c k h o l d e r ) , and the Boston & Maine (whose bonds 
Amoskeag has been purchasing), p r e f e r a b l e w i t h trackage r i g h t s 
i n t o New York C i t y over the former New Haven. This would create 
a v i a b l e , cohesive New England r a i l w a y systen outside of C o n r a i l . 
He c i t e d the economies made possible by such a merger through the 
e l i m i n a t i o n of d u p l i c a t e o f f i c e s and management p o s i t i o n s , adding 
t h a t managements were amongst the c h i e f opponents t o merger f o r 
j u s t t h a t reason. 

He also n a r r a t e d some of h i s past experiences on the New 
Haven and the Delaware & Hudson and o f f e r e d comments anent the 
f u t u r e prospects of the Boston k Maine and the Maine C e n t r a l . 
His f i n a l remarks were i n answer t o questions put t o him from 
the f l o o r . 



At the conclusion of Mr. Dumaine's t a l k , Chairman Crouch 
thanked him and announced t h a t he would be presented w i t h a 
copy of the Society's forthcoming Central Mass. book as soon 
as i t was a v a i l a b l e . 

Coffee and doughnuts were then enjoyed by the gath e r i n g . 
R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

David Derow, Secretary 
FEBRUARY MEETING; The February meeting of the Society w i l l be 

held on February 14th, 1976 and f o l l o w i n g the 
re g u l a r monthly business, we w i l l f e a t u r e a "smorgasbord" of 
s l i d e s and movies. Members may b r i n g t h e i r own co l o r s l i d e s and 
movies. We w i l l have p r o j e c t o r s at the meeting t o handle 35nim 
and other standard 2x2 s l i d e s , as w i l l as 120 size s l i d e s , and 
also p r o j e c t o r s t o handle 8mm, Super 8 and 16mm movies. I f 
you have some s l i d e s or movies you'd l i k e t o share w i t h us, 
please b r i n g them along. The only t h i n g we ask i s t h a t the 
p i c t u r e s be of the Boston & Maine, or at l e a s t a New England 
r a i l r o a d , and t h a t each member l i m i t h i s pr e s e n t a t i o n t o not 
longer t h a t 20 minutes. 
NEW MEMBERS: I t i s w i t h great pleasure t h a t we welcome the f o l 
lowing new members t o the Socity: Mr. Frederick S. Ames, New-
in g t o n , C t . j Mr. Edward H. Beaudette, New york, NY; Mr. Robert 
V. Ridpath, I I Minot AFB, ND; Mr. K a r l Bohmer, Elmhurst, NY; 
Mr. J e r r y Angier, So. Por t l a n d , ME; Mr. Stefan L o c h i a t t e , 
Winthrop, MA; Mr. Paul F. Malinowski, State College, PA; Mr. 
Bruce M. Nichols, Dover, NH; Mr. Richard Sloan, Rosedale, NY; 
Mr. Joseph N. Shaw, Portsmouth, NH; Mr. Aubrey G. Robinson, J r , 
Bedford, NH; Mr. A l l a n R. Autino, Ayer, MA; Mr. Richard J. Godfrey, 
Holden, MA; Mr. Jeremey F. Plan t , Schenectady, NY; Mr. Robert 
K. Love, Medford, MA; Mr. Robert DeRosa, E v e r e t t , MA; Mr, Stephan 
J. Dimond, Middleton, MA; Mr. Donald H. MacLean, Schenectady, NY; 
Mr. Edward R. Batson, Rumney, NH; Mr. Paul Huntington, Randolph, 
MA The Society now has a t o t a l of 699 members! 
HELP; Mr. Richard Symmes, 16 Frankwood Ave., Beverly, Mass. 01915, 

has a request accompanying the photo. " I want t o know i f 
anyone has a p r i n t or negative of t h i s photo, and could supply me 
w i t h a b e t t e r p r i n t than what I have." This photo, he adds was 
taken from the Boston & Maine's employes Magazine dated May, 1951 . 
perhaps someone can help him. 

O n e of several old Boston and Maine pictures owned by Portland Division Engineer Elmer M . Dean of Salem is this 
view at Elliott Street crossing, Beverly, taken about 4 5 y e a r s ago, which shows a westbound passenger train ap

proaching and a gateman on duty with his gates down 
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I n answer t o a couple of questions asked by Mr. Bregory.Cox, 
(no address given) I do not b e l i e v e t h a t the frequency f o r B&M 
Towers i s used. Channel 2 on the B&M i s the yard channel. Mr. Cox 
would also l i k e t o know what the PC channels are t h a t are used on 
the l i n e s on Cape Cod and also the the B&A main. Anybody know 
the answers? 

Mr. Dennis A Merkwan, 7 3 Edwards St., Laconia, NH, 0324-6 i s 
i n t e r e s t e d i n purchasing or o b t a i n i n g copies of several pages of 
an e a r l y (number 1 through 10) B&M system t i m e t a b l e . He i s i n t 
erested i n modeling the New Hampshire D i v i s i o n l i n e s i n the e a r l y 
depression era. 

As p a r t of i t s B i c e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t i o n , Derry, NH i s pub
l i s h i n g an updated h i s t o r y ( 1 8 5 0-present) of the town. Mr. 
Richard A. Hoisington, 6 Park Ave., Derry, NH 03038, i s w r i t i n g 
the s e c t i o n t i t l e d , "Transportation and T r a v e l " , To add t o the 
m a t e r i a l already i n hand, he would l i k e other Society members t o 
contact him who can supply i n f o r m a t i o n , s t o r i e s and p i c t u r e s 
r e l a t e d t o r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the Derry area. Member 
Hoisington also i s , working on an a r t i c l e f o r the B u l l e t i n about 
Windham Junction and needs the same k i n d of m a t e r i a l as above f o r 
i t . 

We recieved a d i s t u r b i n g message from Mr. H. F. Brown of 
the Grand Trunk Ry* p o l i c e i n Portland. He.reports t h a t the 
B&M, MEG, CV, GT, and CPR (New England l i n e s ) have experienced 
a growing rash of switch lock t h e f t s during the past year, t h e f t s 
Which now have extended t o f l a n g e r signs and w h i s t l e posts as w e l l , 
ALL t h e f t s have been from ACTIVE l i n e s and most have occurred on 
weekends which leads a u t h o r i t i e s t o b e l i e v e t h a t r a i l f a n s may be 
i n v o l v e d . Removing equipment from abandoned l i n e s i n one t h i n g . 
Removing switch locks from a c t i v e main l i n e s i s q u i t e another. 
Such a c t i o n s could e a s i l y r e s u l t i n derailments c o s t i n g human 
l i v e s as w e l l as considerable economic l o s s . Replacement locks 
cost $ 3 . 0 0 t o $4-.00 apiece which gets expensive when 4 or 5 d i s 
appear at one time. Mr, Brown asks t h a t the r a i l r o a d p o l i c e or 
l o c a l p o l i c e be n o t i f i e d i f you discover anyone tampering w i t h 
switch locks or i f anybody attempts t o s e l l them t o you. (JCH) 

NOTICE« Softbound copies of the Central Mass. book w i l l be a v a i l 
able at the January meeting. Hardcover copies may or may 

not be ready at t h a t time. I f you have already ordered a copy, 
please t r y t o p i c k i t up at the meeting. You w i l l get your copy 
sooner (and i n b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n ) , and you w i l l save us the time 
and expense of packaging, addressing and shipping your copy. 

TYPIST. WANTED; - We are i n need of someone t o bolunteer t o help 
w i t h t y p i n g t a b u l a r data f o r the B&M B u l l e t i n . 

A carbon ribbon t y p e w r i t e r (not a r e g u l a r f a b r i c r i b b o n type-
w r i t e r ) i s necessary, and neat and accurate t y p i n g i s r e q u i r e d . 
I f you f e e l t h a t you can help, please contact Rick Conard, 
P u b l i c a t i o n s E d i t o r , at the Society's address. 



PUBLICATIONS: Copies of the Winter 1974-1975 and Spring 1975 B&M B u l l e t i n s 
are s t i l l a v a i l a b l e a t $1.75 each to members and $1.80 t o 

non-members; the Summer 1975 issue s e l l s f o r $1.75 each to members and $2.00 
to non-members. Also a v a i l a b l e are the 1900 S p r i n g f i e l d Terminal Railway time
table and the 1932 Snow T r a i n menu r e p r i n t s a t 25$ each; Dick Symmes' drawing 
of 2-6-0 1470 a t M i l f o r d , N.H.; and Jim Ickes' scale plan of Mogul 1388 a t 
70$ per copy. A l l the above prices include f i r s t - c l a s s postage. We remind 
.members to show t h e i r membership number on t h e i r order or they w i l l be charged 
non-member p r i c e s . Please address orders f o r the above items t o Dept. B. 
Softbound copies of the Central Mass. book are a v a i l a b l e t o members a t $5.00 
each and t o non-members a t $6.95 plus 50£ postage f o r each copy ordered. 
Use the order blank below t o order your copy now, i f you have not already 
done so. . Please be sure t o enclose a check or money order'payable t o the 
Society w i t h your order. 

TO: Boston & Maine "Railroad H i s t o r i c a l Society, Inc. 
Dept. CM 
P.O. Box 302 
Reading, Massachusetts 01867 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please f i n d my check or money order payable t o the Society 
f o r $ . I would l i k e t o order the Central Mass. book(s) i n the 
softbound e d i t i o n . I understand t h a t the book(s) w i l l be mailed t o me as 
soon as pos s i b l e . 

MEMBERS ONLY: 

NON-MEMBERS: 

Softbound e d i t i o n ( s ) @ $5.00 each, postpaid $ 

Softbound e d i t i o n ( s ) @ $6.95 each, plus 50$ 
postage f o r each copy ordered $ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ 

Name 

Address 

C i t y 

Zip 

Membership No. 

State 

(Please do not enclose other correspondence w i t h your order. Thank you.) 



NEWS AND OBSERVATIONS} The B&M has leased a l l o f i t s remaining 
serviceable RS-3s t o the D&H. Units 

1508 and 1536 (the ex-D&H u n i t s ) plus u n i t s 1513 and 1519 are 
already on D&H prop e r t y , and 1506 i s expected t o f o l l o w s h o r t l y , 
The o r i g i n a l B&M 1508 and 1536, which ran on the "Adirondack" 
passenger t r a i n s on the D&H, have been renumbered i n t o the D&H 
4-000 s e r i e s . Perhaps one of our members from New York could 
supply us w i t h the c o r r e c t D&H numbers, and perhaps a photo f o r 
the NEWSLETTER. 

The B&M*s- White Mountain Branch, Concord t o L i n c o l n , NH, 
w i l l soon become an independent short l i n e . The State of NH 
, through the Public U t i l l i t i e s Commission took possession of 
the branch on October 3 0 , 1975, Weaver Brothers Construction 
Company, Inc . , of Bow, NH and the Wolfeboro R a i l Road Co. have 
r e h a b i l i t a t e d the l i n e n o r t h of Meredith, f i l l i n g i n washouts 
of v a r y i n g s i z e s . Some needed l e s s than 100 cubic yards of f i l l , 
w h i l e the l a r g e s t needed over 10 ,000 cubic yards 2 J As t h i s i s 
w r i t t e n , the B&M i s s t i l l running a five-days a week l o c a l between 
Concord and Meredith, and r e t u r n , and the Wolfeboro have two 
Alcos from the MECtt, plus a plow and cabbose i n P o r t l a n d , Me, 
t o be moved t o Concord f o r the New l i n e . No word on any Name ye t , 
but look f o r steam passenger service t o r e t u r n t o yet another 
p o r t i o n o f ' t h e B&M. 

The recent w i n t e r storms which have st r u c k the Boston area 
have taken t h e i r t o l l on the B&M's commuter s e r v i c e as w e l l . 
Over one-fourth of B&Ms RDCs have been rendered unserviceable, 
f o r c i n g t r a i n c a n c e l l a t i o n s and most others t o be l a t e w a i t i n g f o r 
equipment. I n more than a few instances, d i e s e l s have been c a l l e d 
on t o haul the Budd cars through the white s t u f f . 

. This NEWSLETTER was mailed on January 3» 1976, and i s a 
l i t t l e l a t e r then, usual due t o the Holidays. The next NEWS
LETTER should be i n the m a i l by the f o u r t h weekend i n January, 

Deadline f o r the next NEWSLETTER i s January 1 3 , 1976, 

B 

Wayne D, H i l l s 


