
BOSTON & M A I N E R.K 

NEWSLETTER 
P.O. BOX 302 • READING, MASSACHUSETTS 01867 

November 1 ? , 1975 

Dear B&M Fans: 
The December meeting of the Boston and Maine Railroad H i s t o r 

i c a l Society, I n c . , w i l l be held at the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish 
Church, corner of Winn and Pleasant S t r e e t s , Woburn Square, Woburn, 
Mass., at 8:00 P.M. on Saturday, December 1 3 , 1 9 7 5 . Following the 
r e g u l a r monthly business meeting, Mr. Frederick C. Dumaine, J r . , 
who i s p r e s e n t l y seeking t o reorganize the Bangor & Aroostook, the 
Maine Central and the Boston & Maine i n t o a r e g i o n a l system outside 
of C o n r a i l , w i l l be our guest speaker. This i s sure t o be a very 
i n t e r e s t i n g meeting., concerning the B&M's f u t u r e , so do t r y t o att e n d . 
NOVEMBER MEETING: The November meeting of the B&MRRHS was c a l l e d 

t o order at 8:00 P.M. by president Donald S. 
Robinson. Reports were heard and accepted from the Treasurer and 
the E d i t o r s . I t was anounced t h a t the Central Mass. book would be 
going t o the p r i n t e r on the Wednesday f o l l o w i n g the meeting. The 
F a l l issue of the B u l l e t i n had been delayed i n order t o get the 
Central Mass. book t o the p r i n t e r . I t was also anounced t h a t the 
Central Mass. book should be ready f o r d e l i v e r y by the January meeting, 
and i f you have already ordered a book or are going t o order a 
book, please t r y and make i t t o the January meeting t o pick up your 
copy. 

Mr. Donald S. Robinson donated the f o l l o w i n g items t o the 
Society's Archives; a large photograph of g a s - e l e c t r i c 1141} a 
lar g e framed b u i l d e r ' s photo of B&M 2-10-2 3 0 0 0 t h a t hung i n the 
master mechanic's o f f i c i n G r e n n f i e l d , Mass.; the Fitchburg-
New Hampshire D i v i s i o n l i m i t board from the Peterboro Branch; 
and the Passumpsic s t a t i o n s i g n . The Society wishes t o thank 
Mr. Robinson f o r h i s most generous donation. The r e g u l a r monthly 
business meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20 P.M. Follow
ing the business meeting everyone was t r e a t e d t o Mr. Al b e r t Hale's 
e x c e l l a n t 16mm movies of the B&M i n the 1930's and 19^0's. The 
Society wishes t o extend a sincere "thank you" t o Mr. Hale f o r 
t a k i n g the time and e f f o r t t o show us h i s movies, and also t o 
Mr. Stanley Y . Whitney, f o r the use of his p r o j e c t o r . 

The November meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:00 P.M. 
and was attended by 100 members and guests. 
JANUARY MEETING: As yet we do not have any entertainment planned 

f o r the January meeting. Like t o show your s l i d e s 
or movies? Drop us a l i n e at the Society's address before Dec. 17th, 
(so I can t e l l our members who the v i c t i m - I mean guest, w i l l be) and 
we'd be most happy t o accomodate you, i f not at the January meeting, 
then at some f u t u r e meeting. 



DUES: Dues f o r the year 1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 6 are past due!!! This i s your l a s t 
warning! This w i l l he your l a s t NEWSLETTER unless you have 

pai d your dues by December 1 5 t h ! ! Don't delay!! Send a check or 
money order payable t o the Society f o r $ 8 . 0 0 t o Mr. Charles P. Smith, 
at h i s home address, 6 E d g e h i l l Road, Woburn, Mass. 01801 t o avoid 
excess time i n handling. 
NEW MEMBERS: I t i s w i t h pleasure t h a t we welcome the f o l l o w i n g new 

members t o the Society; M. Sgt. Frank M. Wheeler, 
Charlestown, NH, Joseph Mu l l i g a n , Medford", MA, Roy E. Jennings, 
South Groveland, MA, Joseph F. Doyle, Elmwood, MA, John Hasbrouk, 
S t r a t f o r d , CT, J. Howard A d i b e r t , St. Petersburg, FLA, Fred 
Choquette, Holyoke MA, E l l i s E. Walker, 6oncord, MA, Gerear J. 
Grzyb, Savoy, ILL, and Thomas R. Engel, Belmont,MA. The Society 
now has a t o t a l of 677 members I ! 

• PUBLICATIONS: Copies of the Winter' 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 5 and Spring 1 9 7 5 
B u l l e t i n s are s t i l l a v a i l a b l e at $1.75 each to

rn embers and $ 1 , 8 0 t o non-members. Also, the Summerl975 issue 
s e l l s f o r $1.75 t o members and $ 2 . 0 0 t o non-members. Also 
a v a i l a b l e a r e t h e 19P0 S p r i n g f i e l d Terminal Railway t i m e t a b l e and the 
1 9 3 2 Snow T r a i n menu r e p r i n t s at 250 each; Dick .Symmes• drawings 
of 2 - 6 - 0 1 4 7 0 at M i l f o r d NH and g a s - e l e c t r i c 1 8 1 at Claremont Jet 
(almost gone) a t 7 0 0 each. A l l the above p r i c e s include f i r s t -
class postage. V/e remind members t o show t h e i r membership number 
on t h e i r order t o avoid being charged the non-member r a t e s . Pre-
pai.d,__pr_e^)-UblLcation r e s e r v a t i o n s -ar-e-being- ac-eepted- at £5• 0 0 per 
copy f o r the softbound e d i t i o n of the Central Mass. book t o members 
only. An order blank i s enclosed on the l a s t page of t h i s NEWSLETTER. 
Please be sure t o enclose a check or-money order payable t o the 
So c i e t y . w i t h your order. 

HELP: Mr. Freeman M. Fogg, 1 Cedar S t r e e t , Stoughton, Mass, 0 2 0 7 2 
w r i t e s ; " I have a p i c t u r e of 4-4-0 #941 e n t e r i n g North S t a t i o n 

w i t h a cab and t e n d e r - f u l l of people. Does 'anybody know the 
occasion? The p i c t u r e i s also p r i n t e d backwards. 

"How many ' l e t t e r e d * engines were there and what was t h e i r p r i o r 
number & post l e t t e r e d number? I have a p i c t u r e of a 2 - 6 - 0 
l e t t e r e d "P" w i t h coach # 1 3 - was t h i s p o s s i b l y a pay t r a i n ? " : 

H o p e f u l l y someone i n the Society can help t h i s gentleman out. 
NEWS AND OBSERVATIONS: On October 2 0 , I 9 7 5 (the date of the l a s t 
NEWSLETTER) at about 4 : 0 5 A.M. the Northbound. Amtrak "Montrealer" 
B&M t r a i n No. 7 3 3 d e r a i l e d at milepost 8 9 , South Charlestown, NH. 
Involved i n the derailment were Amtrak engines 428 and 418, which 
had r e c e n t l y been r e p a i n t e d i n the new Amtrak scheme w i t h the blue 
and r e d s t r i p e running completely around the u n i t , baggage car 
2 6 9 I and pullman car "Okefenokee" Both u n i t s and the baggage car 
landed on t h e i r sides and down a 35 f o o t embankment, and the 
pullman car remained u p r i g h t . The derailment was caused by a wash
out due t o heavy.rains I n the area. The Engineer, fireman and 
an Amtrak employee i n the baggage car were taken t o a h o s p i t a l , 
t r e a t e d and released. See the photo on the next page. 



Amtrak engines 428 and 4 l 8 l i e on t h e i r s i d e s at milepost 89 i n 
South Charlestown, NH, October 20, 1975 as B&M's Boston and Ea s t 
D e e r f i e l d wreckers r i g h t baggage c a r 2691. Pullman "Okefenokee" 
can be seen behind the baggage c a r . Photo by A l f r e d S. Arnold. 

Photograph taken November 11, 1975 showing some of the damage i n the 
November 9 t h derailment of f r e i g h t No, 8 9 0 4 which took place f mile 
n o r t h of the Ely, Vt, s t a t i o n i n almost the exact l o c a t i o n of a de
ra i l m e n t t h a t happened eight years ago. Photo by Vincent Paone. 

The same r a i n s which caused the washout on the B&M at South 
Charlestown also caused a large washout on the Green Mountain R a i l 
road, causing steam t o r e t u r n once again to the B&M's Connecticutt 
River l i n e . A double-headed f a n t r i p was run Saturday, October 2 5 , 
1975 by Stearntown from Bellows F a l l s t o Old D e e r f i e l d V i l l a g e and 
r e t u r n using former Canadian P a c i f i c 4-6-2s 1246 and 1278. The 
t r a i n consisted of ten cars and c a r r i e d four hundred passengers. 

The very next day, B&M's sole 4 4-tonner, No. 119 was run l i g h t 
t o Worcester from B i l l e r i c a Shops, where i t was leased by the 
Norton Co. whi l e t h e i r own engine was l a i d up f o r r e p a i r s . No. 119 
returned about one week l a t e r , on October 3 1 % 1975 and i s c u r r e n t l y 
i n use as the B i l l e r i c a Shop switcher. 



The B&M s u f f e r e d i t s second derailment i n 30 days on Sunday 
evening, November 9 , 1 9 7 5 at about 5 : 4 0 P.M. No. 8 9 0 4 , which runs 
from Montreal, t o Wells River, VT as CP t r a i n 9 0 4 , thence t o White 
River J e t . as B&M t r a i n 8 9 0 4 r e p o r t e d t h a t they were on the ground 
i m i l e n o r t h of the Ely, VT s t a t i o n . Lead u n i t B&M 1 7 4 9 stayed on 
the r a i l s and was e v e n t u a l l y brought t o White River J e t . by the 
t r a i n crew. The second u n i t , B&M 1 7 0 7 , was completely d e r a i l e d , but 
stayed u p r i g h t . The t h i r d u n i t , CP 8 7 4 2 had f l i p p e d over and gone 
down a 4 0 - f o o t embankment, coming t o r e s t against some small t r e e s 
next t o the Connecticutt River. Of the 37 cars i n the t r a i n , 27 
cars d e r a i l e d , i n c l u d i n g 3 propane gas tank cars and two carloads 
of Canadian whiskey. A f i r e broke out s h o r t l y a f t e r the d e r a i l 
ment, and at approximately 6 i 0 0 P.M. there was a s e r i e s of three 
major and 3 minor explosions, as the three cars of propane gas and 
the two cars of whiskey erupted. I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t 23 of the 
27 cars d e r a i l e d were burned i n the f o l l o w i n g f i r e . The explosion 
of the propane gas cars was seen as f a r away as Windsor, Vt., 
which i s 3 4 miles south of Ely. The f i r e was brought under c o n t r o l 
by the F a i r l e e , VT F i r e Department. Amazingly enough, there 
were NO r e p o r t e d I n j u r i e s . 

On Wednesday, November 1 2 , 1 9 7 5 i f r e i g h t BM-1 Boston t o 
M e c h a n i c v i l l e , ran from Boston t o East D e e r f i e l d w i t h u n i t 4 2 6 6 a 
and-30" car S,..—x- wa& f o r t u n a t e enough t o have been o f f duty t h a t 
day and chased BM-1 from L i t t l e t o n s t a t i o n t o East Gardner, where 
BM-1 met NE-84 w i t h lead u n i t 2 0 0 ! 

COMING EVENTSt The Mass. Bay R a i l r o a d Enthusiasts, Inc, are running 
a t r i p t o E d a v i l l e R a i l r o a d , South Carver, Mass. (by 

bus, u n f o r t u n a t e l y ) on Saturday, December 6 , 1 9 7 5 . A t r i p l e - h e a d e r 
i s planned, along w i t h a second r i d e a f t e r dark t o view the famous 
Christmas l i g h t d i s p l a y s . Contact the Mass.' Bay R a i l r o a d Enthusiasts 
In c . , P.O. Box 1 3 6 , Ward H i l l . J H a s s . O I 8 3 0 f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s . 

„• 1 . $ 
The Conway Scenic R a i l r o a d has anounced t h a t they w i l l be 

running weekends throughout the w i n t e r , using 4 4-tonner 15 (ex MEC) 
closed car No. 102 and open car No. 7 6 . For the present, one run 
a day on weekends i s planned t o leave North Conway at 2 : 0 0 P.M., 
w i t h more runs during Holiday weeks and on weekends i f demand 
warrants. 

Best regards, 

Wayne D. H i l l s 


