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26 June 1975 

Dear B § M Fans: 

The J u l y meeting of the Society w i l l be held at the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish 
Church, corner of Winn and Pleasant S t r e e t s , Woburn Square, at 8:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, J u l y 12, 1975. We provide good entertainment throughout the summer 
months, and church basements tend t o be comfortably c o o l , so plan t o attend 
an i n t e r e s t i n g meeting. 

PUBLICATIONS: The f o l l o w i n g back issues o f the B u l l e t i n are sold out: March, June, 
and September, 1973; March, June, and F a l l , 1974. Remaining issues 

are l i m i t e d to f i v e copies o f the December 1972 issue ($1.50 each t o members, $1.80 
f o r non-members), plus the Winter 74-75 issue and the current issue both prrced at 
$1.75 (members) and $1.80 (non-members). Also a v a i l a b l e are r e p r i n t s of the 1900 
S p r i n g f i e l d Terminal Railway t i m e t a b l e and the 1932 Snow T r a i n menu at 25<£ each; 
Dick Symmes1 drawings of Mogul 1472 at M i l f o r d , New Hampshire, and g a s - e l e c t r i c 181 
at Claremont J e t . at 70<£ each; and a plan o f B§M 2-6-0 1388 f o r 70* a copy. A l l 
the above pr i c e s include f i r s t class postage. Again, we remind you t o show your 
membership number on your order or you w i l l be charged the non-member p r i c e f o r 
those items to which i t a p p l i e s . 

NEW MEMBERS: I t i s w i t h pleasure t h a t we welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members t o 
the Society: M a r t i n R. La Carbonara, Woburn, MA; George J. Shannon, 

Reading, MA; Russell L. A l l i s o n , Peterborough, NH; Frederick S. Senning, Avon, CT; 
James E. Beaudoin, Laconia, NH; Herbert H. Caswell, J r . , Y p s i l a n t i , MI; Paul A. 
Hardiman, No. Reading, MA; Mathew T. Rines, Concord, NH; Thomas P. Lecompte, 
Baltimore, MD; Alan Gaines, G r e e n f i e l d , MA; Henry Stenberg, Marblehead, MA; 
Steven Z o l l a , Wilbraham, MA; Robert Drayne, Tampa, FL; and Charles J. Kennedy, 
L i n c o l n , NB. 

NEWS AND OBSERVATIONS: A l l B$M locomotives t h a t are being shopped and repainted 
sport b i c e n t e n n i a l s t r i p e s and an o l d f r i e n d , the 

Minuteman, on the nose. Welcome back. 

The B§M has repainted box car No. 77039 and designated i t as the road's 
"Bicentennial Boxcar." Along w i t h locomotive No. 200 (ex-212), the car w i l l be 
used as a p u b l i c d i s p l a y at b i c e n t e n n i a l c e l e b r a t ions i n o n - l i n e towns. C u r r e n t l y , 
arrangements are being made w i t h the towns of Beverly and Pepperell t o e x h i b i t the 
p a i r during t h e i r observances. The boxcar contains "...something o l d , something 
new, something borrowed, something B§M b l u e , " according t o the 6 June B§M Newsletter 
(the Railroad's, not ours.) There i s a narrated s l i d e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f B§M scenes, 
i n c l u d i n g the E. Cambridge piggyback f a c i l i t y , the B i l l e r i c a welding p l a n t and 
shops, Hoosac Tunnel, and the B§M t r a i n i n g program. Work on the e x h i b i t s i s 
performed by the B§M's Bicentennial Committee, some of whose members volunteer 



t h e i r time t o s t a f f the car when on p u b l i c d i s p l a y . 
According t o the Newsletter, A p r i l was one of the worst months i n the 

h i s t o r y o f the B§M. Carloads and f r e i g h t revenues were down 22% and 15.8% 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . This c u r r e n t f i n a n c i a l c o n d i t i o n precludes the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
the r e t r o a c t i v e t o Jan. 1' p o r t i o n o f a r e c e n t l y negotiated wage settlement. 

(NRHS Narragansett Newsletter) 

The B§M has issued new timetables (No. 21) e f f e c t i v e May 18. Schedules have 
been a l t e r e d w i t h the e l i m i n a t i o n o f midday t r a i n s on some l i n e s , and the a d d i t i o n 
o f s e r v i c e on others. Boston t o Lowell runs have been lengthened by 3 t o 5 minutes 
The' Ipswich and Rockport runs have been lengthened by 6 minutes and some a d j u s t 
ments i n schedules have been made. Trackwork i s being performed on the Rockport 
branch and delays on these t r a i n s can be a n t i c i p a t e d during the summer months. 
A d d i t i o n a l s ervice i s provided on the South Acton l i n e and t h e r e i s b e t t e r 
shading of "peak hour" t r a i n s . (Narragansett Newsletter) 

Alco S-2 No. 1265 was seen i n d e r e l i c t c o n d i t i o n i n t r a n s i t t o L u r i a Brothers 
on June 4 a t Ayer. Alco RS-2 No. 1500 i s coupled t o GE 44-tonner No. 119 at the 
B i l l e r i c a shops, and both look t o be i n r a t h e r wretched c o n d i t i o n . Other dead 
u n i t s ( i n c l u d i n g more Alco's) are i n the same li n e u p . F-unit 4268A i s i n s i d e the 
shop being cannibalized, w h i l e 4265A and 4266B are coupled together outside the 
shops, aw a i t i n g who-knows-what. No. 4266A i s the only cab u n i t s t i l l running on 
the B§M, and there are only two B-units. 

The B§M's B e r l i n , New Hampshire j o b , JU-UJ, leaves White River J u n c t i o n about 
4:15-4:30 a.m. d a i l y except Sunday and a r r i v e s W h i t e f i e l d around 8:00 a.m. 
W h i t e f i e l d s t i l l has the legendary b a l l s i g n a l s and interchange i s made here 
•between the B§M and the Maine Ce n t r a l . The B e r l i n f r e i g h t ' s crew goes on r e s t upon 
reaching B e r l i n and then leaves B e r l i n i n l a t e afternoon on the r e t u r n t r i p . 
A B§M switcher comes down from Groveton t o W h i t e f i e l d a r r i v i n g t h e r e sometime 
between 4-6 p.m. (Narragansett Newsletter) 

WE'RE PROUD: The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r was received from Mr. Alan G. Dustin, President 
and Chief Executive O f f i c e r , Boston § Maine Corporation: 

" I j u s t read your Spring e d i t i o n of the B§M B u l l e t i n and can't pass up the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o commend you and a l l o f your people f o r the e x c e l l e n t content and 
the p r o f e s s i o n a l manner i n which you put t h i s together. The d e s c r i p t i o n of the 
Boston and Maine under "White Flags' was very n i c e l y done. We appreciate the good 
p u b l i c i t y and look forward t o reading your magazine. Keep up the good work!" 

THIRD-CLASS MAILINGS: B e t t e r l a t e than never? Maybe. But i t is_ i r r i t a t i n g when 
you receive' the Newsletter a f t e r the meeting date! This i s 

common i n the sovereign s t a t e s and commonwealths f a r o f f from New England, and the 
members there are not l i k e l y inconvenienced. But why i t takes 11 days f o r t h i s 
Newsletter t o go from Reading t o Lynn, Beverly, Nahant, other North Shore towns 
and Cape Ann i s a mystery. (Towns west of Boston d e l i v e r the Newsletter t o members 
i n 4-5 days.) U n f o r t u n a t e l y , there i s n o t h i n g we can do about t h i s . Please 
remember t h a t our meetings, except i n very r a r e circumstances, are always h e l d on 
the second Saturday o f the month a t 8:00 p.m. at the church i n Woburn throughout 
the e n t i r e year. (The date on the Newsletter i s the t y p i n g date. I t then goes 
t o the p r i n t e r where i t i s p r i n t e d , c o l l a t e d , and s t a p l e d . Later t h a t day, or the 
next, i t i s f o l d e d and s t a p l e d again, and then the l a b e l s are applied and i t Is 
prepared f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n t o the Post O f f i c e . No small o p e r a t i o n , now t h a t we are 
m a i l i n g out close t o 600 per month. This Newsletter w i l l be mailed from Reading 
on Tuesday, J u l y 1, so you can check the speed o f your d e l i v e r y y o u r s e l f . ) 

Question of the month: Why does a Newsletter sent t o Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
bear a Waterloo, Iowa postmark upon r e c e i p t ? Please bear w i t h us. 
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• Fellow Membersj 

I t i s with pleasure that I submit to jou, as Chairman of your 
Board of Directors, the annual report of the Board for the f i s c a l 
year 1975o 

This past year has been a most gratifying one and your Society 
i s i n an extremely healthy condition. Our paid-up membership as 
of t h i s moment has passed the fj>7*> mark and we should exceed 600 
members within a very short time. This remarkable growth has, of 
course, enhanced our treasury and our f i s c a l position i s the best 
ever. Our publications have continued to maintain their high l e v e l 
of quality and competence and our f i r s t book i s w e l l along, with 
publication planned for early November. Our curator, Mr. William 
Cashman, reports that material i s continuing to come i n i n goodly 
quantities and that the work of cataloguing and inventorying i s 
proceeding apace. Hopefully our archives at Merrimack College i n 
North Andover, where t h i s material w i l l be housed, w i l l be acc-
essable to members i n the near future. 

What i s probably the most gra t i f y i n g achievement of t h i s past 
year i s the improvement i n our c r e d i b i l i t y and acceptance within 
the r a i l r o a d i t s e l f and with other r a i l - o r i e n t e d groups. I 
attribute t h i s i n large degree to a greater awareness on the part 
of our members that a mature and responsible approach to our 
common int e r e s t s can only r e s u l t i n improved relations with those 
i n the industry on whom we are dependent >on for so many things. 

This past year has not been a complete bed-of-roses however. 
Your Board, for the past two years, has placed our publications 
at the top of the p r i o r i t y l i s t . To t h i s end we have committed 
a l l available monies to expand and improve upon our "Newsletter" 
and " B u l l e t i n " and i n addition to dedicate ourselves to t h i s 
same l e v e l of excellence with our f i r s t major publication, the 
forthcoming history of the Central Mass. I t should come as no 
surprise, therefore, that notwithstanding our improved f i n a n c i a l 
position, the matter of a dues increase has been seriously con
sidered. I am glad to report, however, that we have taken cert
ain steps to increase our income and at t h i s time the Board l i 
not recommending such an increase for the coming f i s c a l year. 
We believe that the present l e v e l of dues, plus the sale of 
publications to non-members, w i l l be adequate to see us through 
for another year. 

Although we have been able to resolve our f i s c a l problems we 
were not as fortunate i n averting two personnel c r i s e s ; the 
resignations of both our Publications Editor, Mr. John Hutchins, 
who i s stepping aside t h i s summer because of business and personal 
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commitments, and Mr. David Squires, our Secretary and "Newsletter" 
editor. Mr. Squires w i l l continue i n both capacities u n t i l October 
when he w i l l be transferred out of st a t e . I n a purely volunteer 
organization such as ours, the task of replacing men of a b i l i t y 
such as these i s no mean task. Again we have been extremely f o r t 
unate i n locating replacements who, we believe, are completely 
capable of carrying on i n a professional manner. Mr. Richard 
Conard w i l l assume the position of Publications Editor commencing 
with the F a l l issue of the " B u l l e t i n " and Mr. Wayne H i l l s w i l l 
take over the'Newsletter" l a t e r t h i s summer. We pledge our com
plete support to these two gentlemen and wish them w e l l . I n add
i t i o n the Board ha>s made a tentative choice for the position of 
Secretary. This o f f i c e cannot be f i l l e d u n t i l such time as Mr0 

Squires submits h i s resignation and we have requested that he 
stay on for as long as i t i s possible for him to do so. 

l a I mentioned e a r l i e r our membership ha:s reached, a levejr *hat 
none of us would have believed possible. We are a l l pleased with 
t h i s state of a f f a i r s but 1ZX11XMKtttattftXAXgWYga^XMOlXKiHtJtXilJt-
" T M ^ c obviously the demands upon our time increase with each 
new member. With t h i s i n mind I would l i k e to c a l l upon those 
members who would wish to become Involved to make t h e i r presence 
known. Some of the work required borders on the tedious, such as 
mailing, addressing, e t c . but i s absolutely necessary. Other 
areas are more stimulating, such as writing a r t i c l e s , supplying 
photographs, researching material, e t c . Yet, i f our Society i s 
to remain a viable and growing organization we must have more 
active p a r t i c i p a t a t i o n on the part of our members. I f any of 
you f e e l that you can contribute to the o v e r a l l benefit of the 
Society, no matter i n what area, please contact any of the O f f i c e r s . 

I n closing I would l i k e to express my gratitude to the Pres
ident, the other Board members, the Publications Editor and h i s 
s t a f f * and to those other members, who, while holding no o f f i c e , 
have contributed unstintingly of t h e i r time, i n making t h i s past 
year a most successful one. 

H. Bentley urouch 
Chairman, Board of Directors 



The American Freedom Train 
yisited New England in 
April-May 1975, and did a 
considerable amount of 
running on the Boston and 
Maine Railroad. 

Left: The Freedom Train, 
led by ex-RDG 4-8-4 #2101, 
leaves Lowell headed for 
Portland on Wednesday, 
April 16, at 7:30 a.m. 

Below: Leaving Salmon F a l l s , 
Maine, April 16, at about 
10:00 a.m. 

Both photos by Russell F. 
Munroe, J r . , Middleton, MA. 



A 1 

Above: AFT at York, Maine on April 16. The Northern-type is just about to 
blacken the Route 9 overpass with soot for the f i r s t time in many years. 

Below: The Train arrives at Lowell on April 28 at 4:30 p.m. NE-84 hauled by 
GP 38-2's 208-207-211 is about ready to leave for Portland. R.F. Munroe, J r . 



REPORT TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

June 14, 1975 

The p a s t two and a h a l f years have "been a p e r i o d of tremen
dous growth f o r both the Society and i t s p u b l i c a t i o n s . Trie im
provements that Dave Squires has made i n the Newsle t t e r have t r a n s 
formed i t i n t o a t i m e l y , i l l u s t r a t e d and thoughtful p u b l i c a t i o n . 
3he B u l l a t i n has grown from 16 to 32 pages and has f i r m l y e s t a b 
l i s h e d our reputation f o r q u a l i t y work i n New England and beyond. 
Copys of the B u l l e t i n now repose i n such i n s t i t u t i o n s as the 
Smithsonian; the Massachusetts State L i b r a r y ; the State H i s t o r i c a l 
Society of Wisconsin; the Baker L i b r a r y of the Harvard Business 
School; the Hancock, N.H., H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ; and i n the r e f e r 
ence l i b r a r i e s of such p e r i o d i c a l s as the Boston Globe, the 
G r e e n f i e l d Recorder, Con s true t o r , C o ntractors and E n g i n e e r s , e t c . 
The September, 1973* i s s u e was adopted as the o f f i c i a l magazine 
of the Hoosac Tunnel C e n t e n n i a l , a f e a t f o r which C a r l Byron was 
p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e . Our a r t i c l e on the' Wolfeboro Branch was 
enlarged Int o the o f f i c i a l brochure of the Wolfeboro R a i l Road 
Co., a brochure which we l a i d out and published thanks to the 
e f f o r t s of Dick Symmes. That product was of s u f f i c i e n t q u a l i t y 
to i n t e r e s t another of the New England r a i l museums and we expect 
to do t h e i r brochure n e x t year as a r e s u l t . Through the e f f o r t s 
of I t s author, Mr. John Parker of S p r i n g f i e l d , V t . , our a r t i c l e 
on the S p r i n g f i e l d Terminal Ry. was s e r i a l i z e d i n the Sunday 
supplement to the Vermont Eagle Times-Reporter. A complete i s s u e 
of the B u l l e t i n i s s h o r t l y to be r e p r i n t e d and n a t i o n a l l y d i s 
t r i b u t e d as a p r i n t i n g and oaper sample by a major paper company. 
And so f o r t h . 

Such accomplishments do n o t occur of t h e i r own v o l i t i o n . I t 
takes good people to make them happen. They are the product of 
considerable time and e f f o r t donated by. a number of your f e l l o w 
members. I n t h i s r e s p e c t , I would l i k e e s p e c i a l l y to s i n g l e out 
and extend my deepest thanks to Ken Patton ,'Dick Symmes, Jim 
I c k e s and C a r l Byron. Without them the B u l l e t i n would not be the 
success I t has become f o r i t i s n o t a one-man p u b l i c a t i o n as 
some have mistakenly been l e d to b e l i e v e . 

I am happy to r e p o r t that the p u b l i c a t i o n s are a l s o i n b e t t e r 
f i n a n c i a l condition than they were i n March, 1973. I n s p i t e of the 
I n c r e a s e I n B u l l e t i n s i z e which more than doubled the production 
c o s t , l a s t y e ar's p u b l i c a t i o n s d e f i c i t amounted to only $717.74. 
The f o r e c a s t d e f i c i t f o r the c u r r e n t f i s c a l year was $421.00, but 
i t now appears that i t may be $200.00 or l e s s when the p u b l i c a t i o n 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n of the Summer B u l l e t i n i s complete. (As of today, 
we have a budget sur p l u s of $4l6.11.) This record i s the r e s u l t o f 
a dramatic i n c r e a s e i n r e t a i l s a l e s . I n March, 1973* there were 
eigh t B u l l e t i n r e t a i l o u t l e t s . Today there are 22 i n four s t a t e s . 
By December of t h i s year there w i l l be 27 i n f i v e s t a t e s . Tnese 
s a l e s i n conjunction with the sharp r i s e i n membership s i n c e 1973 
have produced the l a r g e amount of cash r e q u i r e d f o r the p u b l i c a t i o n 
of our f i r s t book, a h i s t o r y of the C e n t r a l Massachusetts Branch, 
which w i l l appear about November 1. Back i s s u e s a l e s have a l s o r i s e n , 
though more g r a d u a l l y than i n i t i a l s a l e s of each i s s u e . 



L i t t l e more need be s a i d of our p a s t accomplishments as you 
are a l l w e l l aware of them, I am s u r e . I would l i k e b r i e f l y to 
address myself to a p e r s i s t e n t problem plaguing the Society — 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Roughly 50% of our membership i s l o c a t e d w i t h i n 50 
m i l e s of Boston y e t the same 10 or 12 people c o n s i s t e n t l y end up 
doing a l l the work. This i s unhealthy. We desperately need more 
people to augment an overworked group of o f f i c e r s i f the Society 
i s to remain v i a b l e . I t i s not u n r e a l i s t i c to assume that we 
should be able to get an a d d i t i o n a l 15 people from t h i s a r e a to 
help out. Tne work to be done ranges from m a i l i n g to maintaining 
membership l i s t s . Not a l l of i t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t i m u l a t i n g . But 
g e t t i n g i t done i s v i t a l to the i n t e r e s t s of the Society a s a 
whole. Tnose of you i n the a r e a who simply wish to r e c e i v e the 
b e n e f i t s of membership but can't a f f o r d a few hours here and there 
to help would do w e l l to remember t h a t those p r e s e n t l y bearing 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the S o c i e t y ' s p o l i c y and operations cannot 
do so f o r e v e r . The e f f o r t becomes an unreplenished drain of t h e i r 
time and t a l e n t which i s e v e n t u a l l y s e l f - d e f e a t i n g . F u r t h e r , the 
constant p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the same group l e a d s to the f a l s e con
c l u s i o n that we are run by a c l i q u e , a charge that has been u t t e r e d 
on o c c a s i o n . Such i s not the c a s e . I t I s simply a question of the 
same people c o n s i s t e n t l y v o l u n t e e r i n g much of t h e i r spare time and 
e f f o r t because nobo'dy e l s e w i l l . Tnose who wish to l e v e l a charge 
of c l i q u e r u l e should consider t h e i r own e f f o r t s (or l a c k thereof) 
on the S o c i e t y ' s behalf p r i o r to making such a statement. This 
does not mean we discourage c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m . On the c o n t r a r y , 
such c r i t i c i s m i s v i t a l to the h e a l t h of a group. But by d e f i n i t i o n , 
such c r i t i c i s m e n t a i l s making p o s i t i v e suggestions accompanied by 
a w i l l i n g n e s s to make the n e c e s s a r y e f f o r t to implement them. That 
i s a f a r d i f f e r e n t thing than c r i t i c i s m merely f o r the sake of 
venting wrath a t the d e c i s i o n s of t h i s or that i n d i v i d u a l such as 
we saw p r e v i o u s l y when there was a dangerously high r a t i o of 
c r i t i c i s m to c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n which had as i t s b a s i s 
p e r s o n a l i t y or age group d i f f e r e n c e s . That, h a p p i l y , i s no longer 
the case which means we have matured c o l l e c t i v e l y such t h a t a l l 
viewpoints are given due c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I h a t i s e x c e l l e n t p r o g r e s s . 
Now we have got to take the next step which I s voluntary p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n the S o c i e t y ' s work r e g a r d l e s s of how" menial the work to be done 
might be a t times. I am confident from my p a s t a s s o c i a t i o n with the 
S o c i e t y that we have plenty of capable i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n the l o c a i ' 
a r e a who can h e l p . So, l e t ' s hear from youH 

I n c l o s i n g , I would only say that I have enjoyed the challenge 
of e d i t i n g the S o c i e t y ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s and look forward to more 
q u a l i t y work which I know w i l l be forthcoming under the d i r e c t i o n 
of my s u c c e s s o r , Rick Conard. 
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BALANCE AS OF JULY 1 , 1974 
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CENTRAL MASS. BR. BOOK 435.00 
TREASURER'S CASE 33»48 
REGISTRY OF COPYWRITSS 35oOO 
TELEPHONE CHARGES 78.72 
OPEN ARCHIVES l5o53 
-LETTERHEADS 133.50 
JOHN HUTCHINS WORKING FUND 135»00 
DAVE SQUIRES WORKING FUND , 82.34 
MISCL. ITEMS 36„82 

TOTAL $10760.45 

INCOME TOTAL $13030*64 

LESS EXPEND » $10760.45 

BALANCE AS OF JUNE 14, 1975 $ 2270.19 

Respectively Submitted Charles P. Smith, Treasurer. 

BALANCE IN TREAS. SPEC,. ACCT, $ 1553»97. WE EARNED $ 53«97 INTEREST 

TO MARCH 1975o 



MEETING OF JUNE 14, 1975 

The r e g u l a r monthly meeting of the B§MRRHS was c a l l e d t o order a t 8:11 p.m. 
at the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish Church, Woburn, by President Donald Robinson. 
Seventy members and guests attended the meeting. 

The Secretary's Report was accepted as read. 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read. 

The Annual Report of the Board of Di r e c t o r s was accepted as read. 

Mr. Hutchins gave the Annual Report o f the Pub l i c a t i o n s E d i t o r , and t h i s 
was accepted as read. He then mentioned t h a t hard-cover copies of the Central 
Mass. book would be a v a i l a b l e on a f i r s t - c o m e , f i r s t - s e r v e d b a s i s , and those 
d e s i r i n g them should order them as soon as pos s i b l e . 

Mr. Richard B a l t u l i s noted t h a t he had Mr. Byron's book on the Hoosac Tunnel, 
" A P i n p r i c k of L i g h t " , f o r sale at the meeting f o r $3.00. 

The President i n s t r u c t e d a committee c o n s i s t i n g of Messrs. Kydd, Paone, 
and Slayton t o r e t i r e and count the b a l l o t s f o r the e l e c t i o n o f o f f i c e r s and 
d i r e c t o r s t h a t had been mailed i n and brought t o the meeting. The r e s u l t s o f the 
b a l l o t i n g are as f o l l o w s : 

President: Donald Robinson 
Vice President: W i l l i a m Cashman 

" Treasurer: Charles Smith 
Secretary: David Squires 
Board o f D i r e c t o r s : Wayne H i l l s 

H. Arnold Wilder 

. The Society g r a t e f u l l y acknowledged the donation o f over 100 negatives 
to the archives by Mr. Fred C. F r e i t a s , J r . 

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.' 

Following the business meeting, Mr. George Drury of Trains Magazine 
presented an e x c e l l e n t s l i d e program t h a t included p e r s o n a l l y observed r a i l 
scenes before he went w i t h Kalmbach Publ i s h i n g Co., a t o u r of Kalmbach, r a i l 
a c t i v i t i e s i n the Chicago-Milwaukee area, and a b r i e f look at the most i n t e r e s t i n g 
object of a l l - the r a i l f a n . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

David R. Squires, Secretary 



The Central Mass. book i s progressing w e l l although we are a l i t t l e be
hi n d schedule. Photo s e l e c t i o n i s complete (over 160 photos), the maps are 
f i n i s h e d (more than s i x of them drawn by our a r t i s t , Dick Symmes), t r i a l l a y 
outs f o r two chapters have been completed and t y p e - s e t t i n g w i l l be done by 
August 1. We w i l l endeavor to p u b l i s h the book i n November as p r e v i o u s l y 
scheduled, but the date could be set back as l a t e as e a r l y January. Any 
necessary schedule adjustments w i l l be announced i n the NEWSLETTER. 

The book w i l l be p r i n t e d i n both hardbound and softbound e d i t i o n s . The 
number of copies w i l l be small due t o our l i m i t e d budget. The softbound e d i t i o n 
w i l l r e t a i l f o r $6.95. The members1 p r i c e w i l l be $5.00 ( i n c l u d i n g postage). 
There w i l l be only 150 copies of the hardbound e d i t i o n p r i c e d at $11.00 t o mem
bers ( i n c l u d i n g postage). These w i l l be a v a i l a b l e on a f i r s t - c o m e , f i r s t - s e r v e d 
p r e - p u b l i c a t i o n r e s e r v a t i o n b a s i s . Due to the i n t e r e s t generated by the p r o j e c t , 
we expect them t o s e l l out r a p i d l y . I f you wish t o order one or more copies, 
please send the order form below plus your check f o r $11.00 per copy ordered 
t o the Society n ot l a t e r than August 29. Be sure t o show your membership number 
on the form. Your order w i l l be acknowledged or else your check w i l l be r e t u r n 
ed i f a l l copies are s o l d out before we receive your order. 

You may also use the order form to reserve softbound copies i n advance of 
p u b l i c a t i o n . The same terms as above apply except t h a t the p r i c e per copy w i l l 
be $5.00. 



REMINISCENCES: "As much, as I've always loved the steam locomotive, there was one 
. occassion when I was r e a l l y f r i g h t e n e d by One. When a f r e i g h t 

t r a i n was heading toward the town of North Adams, the engineer would blow the 
w h i s t l e f o r one crossing near Williamstown, then blow again f o r what I b e l i e v e was 
c a l l e d Greylock crossing. From the sound o f the f i r s t w h i s t l e , I had about f i v e 
minutes or less to scramble t o t r a c k s i d e . I'm not sure i f t h i s s t r e t c h of t r a c k 
had a grade to i t . Because o f the war e f f o r t , they might have t i e d too much 
tonnage t o the engines at times. 

"This p a r t i c u l a r instance, which was i n the e a r l y months of 1943, I ran t o 
t r a c k s i d e a f t e r hearing a few b l a s t s from the engine's w h i s t l e . Instead o f count
i n g f r e i g h t cars as the t r a i n passed, I witnessed an awesome s i g h t , as one of the 
4100's was s t a l l e d w i t h i t s t r a i n . Drivers were spinning a t d i f f e r e n t v a r i a t i o n s 
of speed as the engineer t r i e d to regain h i s engine's f o o t i n g . Sanders were 
sanding, sparks were f l y i n g from beneath the wheels, and the b i g Mountain-type 
rocked from p o r t t o starboard l i k e a ship at sea i n a storm. Smoke shot s t r a i g h t 
up f o r a couple o f hundred f e e t . 

"The noise and smoke scared the d a y l i g h t s out o f me, and I had the f e e l i n g 
t h a t the engine would explode. A f t e r a w h i l e the engineer gave up, and the t r a i n 
was there f o r some time. I b e l i e v e the crew had to c a l l f o r assistance." 

Robert F. Wilner 
(Was t h i s a common occurrence i n t h i s area? 345 East 209th. St. 
How about you o l d time west-enders; do you know?) Bronx, NY 10467 

*» 

MEMBERS' SERVICES: Mr. G. M. Kidder, R.D. #1, Acton, MA 01720, would l i k e t o 
o b t a i n a photo o f the 1956 wreck at E. Fitchburg when a p a i r 

o f d i e s e l s slammed i n t o No. 1225, wrecking i t and d r i v i n g the engineer (his f a t h e r ) 
on 1225 r i g h t through the cab window*. 

Mr. R.L. Eastwood, J r . , P.O. Box 41, Huntingdon V a l l e y , PA 19006, would l i k e 
t o o b t a i n B§M annual r e p o r t s between 1950-1957, 1960, and a f t e r 1968. Write, 
g i v i n g f u l l d e t a i l s . 

Mr. George W. Brown, Model Railroad S p e c i a l i s t s , 29 Rutledge Road, Natick, 
MA 01760, has a good supply o f o r i g i n a l B§M color s l i d e s (and s l i d e s o f other 
roads) at 35£ each. He also has postcard-size black and white B§M photos f o r 
sale at 50£ each. They stock custom painted locos and cars from t h e i r own p a i n t 
shops, and c u r r e n t l y have i n stock SMP, Micro-Scale, and Herald King decals., i n 
a d d i t i o n t o code 55, 70, 83, and 100 all-weathered. 

Best regards, 

David R. Squires, Secretary 


