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SECRETARY'S NEWSLETTER 

28 AUGUST 1974 

Dear B&M Fans: 

The September meeting o f the Society w i l l be he ld a t the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n 
Parish Church, corner o f Winn and Pleasant S t r e e t s , Wobum Square, a t 8:00 p.nv. 
on Saturday, September 14, 1974. Fo l lowing the meeting w i l l be our usual h i g h -
q u a l i t y en te r ta inment program. 

The next issue o f the Newslet ter should be back t o f u l l s i z e . Several members 
have submit ted photographs f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the News le t t e r , so we w i l l have p i c t u r e s 
i n the next i s sue . 

PUBLICATIONS: The June issue o f the B u l l e t i n , which became the "August" i s sue , 
should be i n your hands before you read t h i s . I t i s our f i r s t 32-page issue and 
we experienced some problems producing i t . We're s o r r y f o r the de lay . The Sept. 
issue w i l l be ou t i n September on schedule. 

Back issues o f the Bui 1 e t i n are s t i l l a v a i l a b l e but they are going f a s t . 
September 1972- is s o l d o u t , and there are l ess than 20 copies o f December 1973 
remain ing . Also a v a i l a b l e are March, June, and September 1973, and March 1974. 
A l l are p r i c ed at $1.00 p lus 40$ per copy ordered f o r postage and hand l ing ( e . g . , 
i f you order two i s sues , postage would be 80$; f o r three i s sues , $1.20, e t c . ) . 
There has been some confusion concerning t h i s postage charge, and we have had to 
r e t u r n orders t o several people who paid on l y 40$ f o r m u l t i p l e - i s s u e o rde r s . This 
should c l a r i f y the postage/handling requirements . 

Another problem t h a t we are exper ienc ing w i t h both the B u l l e t i n and Newsletter 
i s the f a i l u r e o f members to n o t i f y us immediately o f changes-of address. Please be 
sure t o g ive us your change o f address p rompt l y . When you d o n ' t , your p u b l i c a t i o n s 
are r e tu rned and we must pay f o r t h e i r r e t u r n plus the cos t o f r e - m a i l i n g them to 
you F i r s t Class a t your new address a f t e r we have rece ived the change. This i s an 
unnecessary expense t h a t we would l i k e t o avo id . A l so , when sending us a new 
address, be sure t o i n c lude your Zip Code as the Post O f f i ce Department w i l l no t 
accept our bu lk ma i l ings unless a l l addresses con ta in proper Zip Codes. 

The d iese l book i s now we l l underway bu t i t s p u b l i c a t i o n w i l l be delayed once 
aga in , t h i s t ime u n t i l next s p r i n g . When i t does come o u t , i t - w i l l be so ld t o 
members a t c o s t , which should be between $1.50 and $2.00 below the r e t a i l p r i c e . 

Roy Hutchinson r e c e n t l y unearthed a small supply o f the drawings from the now 
o u t - o f - p r i n t June 1972 issue o f the B u l l e t i n . The drawing by our a r t i s t , Dick Symmes, 
dep ic ts B&M 2-6-0 No. 1470. c ross ing a small wooden br idge a t M i l f o r d , NH. The p r i c e 
i s 50$ per copy p lus 20$ f o r m a i l i n g and hand l i n g . Also a v a i l a b l e i s another o f 
D i c k ' s drawings which adorned the cover o f the March B u l l e t i n . This one shows gas-
e l e c t r i c car 181 at CIaremont- Junc t i on and i s also p r i c e d a t 50$ p lus 20$ f o r postage 
and h a n d l i n g . A few copies o f the 1899 Hoosac Tunnel Route t ime tab l e remain a t 25$ 



apiece p lus 10$ postage. F i n a l l y , copies o f the February 1932 Snow. T r a i n menu are 
s t i l l a v a i l a b l e a t 15$ each, p lus postage. I f you buy both, the menu and t i m e t a b l e , 
the postage charge f o r both i s 10$. 

The Conway Scenic Ra i l road i s now ope ra t ing on a r e gu l a r basis out o f North 
Conway, NH, over former B&M t rackage . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n con tac t t h i s new l i n e 
a t P.O. Box 434, Conway, NH 03818. 

At our October meet ing , on Saturday, Oct . 12, Mr. Arno ld B. Joseph o f The Bronx, 
NY, w i l l be on hand w i t h h i s l a rge c o l l e c t i o n o f B&M m a t e r i a l which w i l l be on sa le 
t o members and guests . The c o l l e c t i o n inc ludes employees' and p u b l i c t i m e t a b l e s , 
passes, photos , and a d v e r t i s i n g brochures . This should be a good oppo r tun i t y t o 
acqu i re some ra re B&M memorabi l ia . 

Mr. Roger C. Keim, Ap t . 8-D, 1161 York Avenue, New York, NY 10021, observed B&M 
GP-7's 1560 and 1573, i n the maroon and ye l l ow p a i n t scheme, l ead ing a 71-car f r e i g h t 
along the Connect icut River northbound t o B r a t t l e b o r o , VT on May 3 1 . Are these the 
l a s t u n i t s i n t h i s se r i es i n t h i s c o l o r scheme? I f any members would l i k e copies or 
p r i n t s o f the s l i d e s t h a t Mr. Keim t o o k , he w i l l be happy to have them made up a t cost 
plus 10%. He would l i k e t o ob ta in t r a c k plans - c u r r e n t or p r e f e r ab l y mid-1950's 
v in tage - o f White River J u n c t i o n , Bellows F a l l s , and the G r e en f i e l d -Dee r f i e l d i n t e r 
change and ya rds , as we l l as a photo o f a B&M s t a i n l e s s s t e e l coach i n the 4800-4807 
s e r i e s , b u i l t by Pullmans-Standard i n 1947. 

B&M RS-3's 1508 and 1536 have been leased t o the Delaware and Hudson Rai lway, 
along w i t h F-4266B. Reportedly , they w i l l be pa in t ed i n D&H c o l o r s , but w i l l 
probably r e t a i n t h e i r B&M numbers. The B - u n i t w i l l acquire a work ing steam genera to r , 
ancLwiVLbe sp l j c ed between the ALCOJs f o r back-up s e r v i c e on the new Adirondack, 
running from New York C i t y t o Montreal v i a Albany. The D&H has also purchased the 
on ly two remaining Baldwin sharknose d i ese l s ( from the Monongahela Rai lway, ex-NYC), 
and w i l l re-engine them f o r Adirondack s e r v i c e . The D&H i s c e r t a i n l y doing the r i g h t 
t h i n g s t o please the r a i l f a n , as we l l as the general p u b l i c ! 
B&M GP-7 No. 1567 has a lso been leased out - t o the Morr istown and Er i e Ra i l r o ad . 

B&M symbol f r e i g h t s BR1 and RB2 (Boston~Rigby) have been conso l ida ted w i t h 
f r e i g h t s D7 and D8 t o form BG1 and GB2 (Boston Grave l ) . This means t h a t there i s 
no l onger a through f r e i g h t from Boston to RigbyI 

Steamtown w i l l be runn ing two doubleheaded steam t r i p s i n l a t e October between 
R i v e r s i d e , VT (Steamtown) and Rut l and . On Saturday, Oct . 26 , the t r a i n w i l l run 
from Steamtown t o Rutland and r e t u r n . On Sunday, Oct . 27, i t w i l l run Rutland t o 
Steamtown and r e t u r n . T i cke ts on e i t h e r t r i p are $14.95 f o r the round t r i p - no 
h a l f f a r e s . For f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n con tac t the Steamtown Foundat ion, P.O. Box 7 1 , 
Bellows F a l l s , VT 05101. 

Mr. Paul W. Cher ing ton , Pres ident o f the Boston and Maine Co rpo ra t i on , d ied on 
Sunday, August 1 1 , 1974, a f t e r a long i l l n e s s . A recognized a u t h o r i t y on t r a n s p o r 
t a t i o n , he was a lso an educator , au thor , and an adv isor t o government o f f i c i a l s . 
His c h i e f i n t e r e s t was i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and i t s e f f i c i e n t o p e r a t i o n . He was a 
l ead ing exper t i n t h a t f i e l d and helped shape the concept o f Amtrak. 
The t rus t e e s o f the B&M Corporat ion named Mr. Alan G. Dust in t o succeed the l a t e Mr. 
Cherington as Pres ident and Chie f Executive O f f i c e r o f the r a i l r o a d . Mr. Dust in has 
served as the Executive Vice Pres ident o f the B&M s ince Ju l y 1 , 1973. He w i l l 
cont inue i n the capac i t y o f c h i e f opera t ing o f f i c e r , r espons ib l e f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
o f the o p e r a t i n g , mechanica l , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , eng inee r ing , and purchasing and 
s tores departments. 



Mol ly B. O'Connor o f Oakdale, MA, i s keeping us informed about B&M a c t i v i t i e s 
i n the Worcester a r ea , as i s Mr. A.S. Arno ld (who supp l i ed more photos , which w i l l 
appear i n the nex t _News l e t t e r ) . They noted t h a t a Providence and Worcester Ra i l road 
f r e i g h t rammed t h e ' r e a r o f the s tand ing B&M Lowell t o Worcester "Zebra" a t 2:15 a.m. 
on Monday, August 12 , j u s t south o f Barbers. The P&W job was en route from Gardner 
t o Va l l ey F a l l s , R I . The two P&W u n i t s , MLW's 2001 and 2002, were both damaged, the 
former more s eve re l y . The B&M caboose and two f r e i g h t cars were heav i l y damaged. 
F o r t u n a t e l y , the r e were no i n j u r i e s . The B&M's hook c leared the t r a c k s , which were 
blocked f o r 12 hours . The P&W q u i c k l y r e c a l l e d ALCO No. 161 t h a t had been sent t o 
the D&H on August 1 1 . 

Although the P&W has been ope ra t ing the B&M's Gardner Branch s ince l a s t w i n t e r , 
the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission j u s t r e c e n t l y approved the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the 
P&W to purchase the 21.9 m i l e branch from the B&M. 

N ine t y - th r ee thousand pounds o f B&M t r a c k i s m i s s i ng , but B&M o f f i c i a l s and 
Marlboro and Hudson (MA) p o l i c e have apparent l y cracked the case. The 46.5 tons 
o f r a i l , t i e p l a t e s , and sp i k e s , as we l l as 60 t i e s , were r e c e n t l y repor ted miss ing 
from abandoned B&M t r a c k i n the above towns. An i n d i v i d u a l has been a r r e s t ed f o r 
the l a r c e n y , and more a r r es t s are imminent. The t i e s were found on the p rope r t y 
o f the person who a l l e g ed l y removed them, but the r a i l s are s t i l l m i s s ing . 

Best regards , 

David R. Squ i res , Secretary 
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MEETING OF AUGUST 10, 1974 

The r e g u l a r monthly meeting o f the B&MRRHS was c a l l e d t o order a t 
8:03 p.m. a t the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish Church, Woburn, 'by Pres ident 
Donald Robinson. F o r t y - f i v e members and guests at tended the meet ing . 

The T reasure r ' s Report was accepted as read. 

The Sec re ta ry ' s Report was accepted as read . 

OLD BUSINESS: None. 

NEW BUSINESS: None. 

The Pres ident announced t h a t the Conway Scenic Ra i l r oad was now i n 
o p e r a t i o n , and suggested t h a t members v i s i t t h i s new l i n e , which i s under the 
d i r e c t i o n o f member Dwight Smi th . He noted t h a t Mr. Arno ld Joseph o f the 
Bronx, NY, would be a t the October meeting and would have on d i sp l a y f o r 
sa le a great v a r i e t y o f B&M memorabi l ia . He a lso mentioned t h a t the town o f 
Hancock, NH has requested t h a t our Soc ie ty p lay a r o l e i n the c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
t h e i r upcoming b i c e n t e n n i a l . 

Mr. Crouch noted t h a t the d i e s e l book which the Soc iety i s p u b l i s h i n g 
w i l l be a v a i l a b l e i n the s p r i n g o f 1975. 

The business meeting was adjourned a t 8:16 p.m. 

Fo l lowing the business meet ing , Mr. Richard Anderson presented an 
e x c e l l e n t en te r ta inment program which cons i s t ed o f s l i d e s o f the B&M se l ec t ed 
from h is f i n e c o l l e c t i o n . 

Respec t fu l l y submi t t ed , 

David R. Squ i r es , Secretary 


