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SECRETARY'S NEWSLETTER 

27 FEBRUARY 1974 

Dear B & M Fans: 

The February meeting o f the Soc i e t y , the f i r s t t o be he ld a t our new meeting 
p l a c e , the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Parish Church i n Woburn, saw a good t u r n o u t o f members 
and guests who enjoyed Mr. Henry Marrec 's movie program on several Canadian and 
eastern American r a i l r o a d s . 

The March meeting o f the Soc ie ty w i l l be he ld a t the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Par ish 
-C h u reh,- -co m e p ^ f ^ - K i - i * - ^ at- Jk 0-0_p^nu_o-n Jxaiuxday.*— 
March 9 , 1974. The proposed r e v i s i ons to the by-laws o f the Soc ie ty w i l l be voted 
on a t t h i s meet ing. Fo l lowing the meeting;, Mr. Fred B a i l e y , A s s i s t an t D i r e c t o r o f 
Steamtown, U.S.A.', w i l l present a s l i d e program f e a t u r i n g the Boston & Maine R a i l r o a d . 

Regarding the t h e f t o f the b u i l d e r ' s p la tes from the B&M's new GP38-2's (Jan. 30, 
1974 News l e t t e r ) , Mr. Preeston Cook, Service Representat ive , EMD/GMC, Er ie Lackawanna 
D i s t r i c t , w r i t e s : "My notes i n d i c a t e the p la t es s t o l en as o f 21 January 1974 were 
the u n i t 205 r i g h t s ide b u i l d e r ' s p l a t e , s e r i a l 73636-5, and the u n i t 206 l e f t s ide 
b u i l d e r ' s p l a t e , s e r i a l 73636-6. These p la tes were apparent ly s t o l en wh i l e the two 
u n i t s were toge ther i n New Hampshire, sometime around Monday, January 14, 1974. I am 
not aware o f any t h i r d u n i t having had p la tes s t o l e n . I t would be a major achievement 
f o r the B&MRRHS i f i t could f i g u r e i n the recovery o f the p l a t e s . I f any o f your 
people should see the p l a t e s or are aware o f them being o f f e r ed f o r sa le by anyone, 
they should n o t i f y the nearest B&M Ra i l road Po l ice o f f i c e . " Mr. Cook concludes by 
saying t h a t " the t h e f t o f the B&M GP38-2 p la tes must be near l y an a l l - t i m e r e co rd . 
I have never before heard o f p l a t es being s t o l en i n such a s h o r t t ime a f t e r d e l i v e r y . " 

As i n s t r u c t e d a t the February meet ing , the Secretary sent a l e t t e r to Mr. Alan 
Dust in o f the B&M Corporat ion on 12 February, i n d i c a t i n g the Soc i e t y ' s d i sgus t a t 
the t h e f t and our-complete w i l l i n g n e s s to a i d i n the recovery o f the p l a t e s . 

The e d i t o r o f the B&M B u l l e t i n has renewed h is request f o r photos f o r i n c l u s i o n 
_ln_the,_magazine....Please_sejTd_your good, sharp p i c tu r e s to_ Mj^jJohn Hutchins ajt the 
Soc i e t y ' s address. He i s a lso i n t e r e s t e d i n s t o r i e s and o the r m a t e r i a l T o r the B i n l e t i n . 

Mr. Donald Robinson, 154 Ipswich S t r e e t , N. B i l l e r i c a , MA 01862, has 4 sets o f 
B&M employees t ime tab l es Nos. 1-20 o f the c u r r e n t se r i es f o r sa le a t $15 per s e t . 

Henry Marrec, 11 Overlook Road, A r l i n g t o n , MA 02174, has 8X10 black and wh i t e 
g lossy photos f o r sa le a t the reduced r a t e o f three f o r $1 .00. To a l l B&MRRHS members, 
photos w i l l be on sa le a t the end o f the monthly meet ing . For those who cannot, a t t end 
the meet ing , send 65$ to Henry a t the above address f o r a sample 8X10 photo plus a 
15-page photo l i s t . This l i s t inc ludes choice photos o f B&M steam and d i e s e l , p lus 
many more eastern r a i l r o a d s . 

Please remember t h a t we need t i m e l y i n f o r m a t i o n regard ing c u r r e n t happenings 
on the B&M f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the News le t ter . Don ' t assume t h a t everyone i s aware o f 
some i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o rma t i on t h a t you may have - drop a postcard and l e t the news be 
spread throughout our Soc i e t y . Ads from those w i sh ing to t rade o r s e l l r a i l r o a d 
items are very welcome - please keep them to a reasonable l e n g t h . 



We r e g r e t f u l l y announce the deaths o f two o f our members. Mary E. Manette o f 
Boston, Mass., and Warren G. Fancher o f M o r r i s v i l l e , Vermont, both passed away i n 
January a f t e r long i l l n e s s e s . They had both been members o f the Soc ie ty s ince 1971. 

I t has been r epo r t ed t h a t the Providence and Worcester Ra i l road i s now opera t ing 
the former B&M branch from Barber (Worcester) to Gardner, Mass. De ta i l s are not known. 

Steamtown i s p lann ing a double-headed steam excurs ion from. Bellows F a l l s , Vermont 
t o Mon t r ea l , Quebec on A p r i l 20-21 , 1974. Fur ther . d e t a i l s w i l l be prov ided when 
a v a i l a b l e , but o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to B&M fans i s the Bellows- Fa l l s -Whi te River 
Junct ion-Wel l s River r o u t i n g ! WRJ to Wells River w i l l g ive the trackage/mileage fans 
40 mi les o f f r e i g h t - o n l y B&M trackage i n d a y l i g h t . The t r a i n w i l l f o l l o w the r a i l s 
o f the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway from Wells R iver t o Montreal v i a S t . Johnsbury, 
Newport, and R i c h f o r d , Vermont. For bo rde r - c ross ing fans ( there must be some), the 
t r a i n w i l l cross the U.S.-Canadian border s i x times i n those two days. The t r i p leaves 
a t 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, A p r i l 20, 1974, and the r o u n d - t r i p f a re i s $59.95. 

I t has been suggested t h a t the Soc ie ty hold a d inner meeting a t a r e s t au ran t 
w i t h a r a i l r o a d atmosphere. There are several good res taurants o f t h i s type i n the 
Boston area , and perhaps some new ones t h a t we d o n ' t know about . I f you l i k e the 
idea o f a d inner meet ing , please drop a card to the Soc ie ty and l e t us know. I f you 
can suggest a r e s t a u r a n t , please do so. The purpose o f t h i s i n q u i r y i s j u s t t o g ive 
us some f e e l i n g o f the support f o r the idea . 

B&M passenger t r a i n s w i l l begin making r e gu la r stops a t the Belmont and Waverly 
S ta t i ons on the F i t chburg D i v i s i o n beg inning Monday, March 4 , 1974. Frequent se rv i ce 
w i l l be p rov ided , and the. running times w i l l be 15 minutes between Waverly and Boston, 
and 13 minutes between Belmont and Boston. 

Anyone t r a v e l i n g on the Long I s l and Rail Road should take note o f the.coach 
numbers. The B&M so ld 30 se r i e s "AC" coaches to the LIRR between Sept. 1958 and 
Ju l y 1959. The B&M numbers were 4585 to 4614, and the L I numbers are 7521 to 7550. 
The coaches were ex t ens i v e l y r e - b u i l t by the L I , and car ry from 53 t o 117 sea ts . 

The f o l l o w i n g B&M GP7's were leased to the Canadian Pac i f i c Railway i n Feb. , 1974: 
Nos. 1556, 1557, 1560, 1562, 1564, 1567, 1569, 1570, 1573, and 1577. 

B&M Alco S-lm No. 1274 i s to be scrapped because o f damage r e s u l t i n g from a 
c o l l i s i o n w i t h GP7 No. 1565. The 1274 was b u i l t - i n 1950, and re-engined i n 1957 
from 660 hp to 1000 hp. 

Through the generos i ty o f Merrimack Co l lege , and w i t h the cooperat ion o f P h i l l i p 
C o s t e l l o , the L i b r a r i a n , the B&MRRHS has a secure place to s t o r e i t s c o l l e c t i o n o f 
h i s t o r i c a l i t ems . They are t o be s t o r ed i n locked bookcases and cabinets i n the 
"Arundel Room" o f the McQuade L i b r a r y a t Merrimack Col lege . The Arundel Room i s where 
the co l l ege s tores i t s ra re books, and i s locked at a l l t imes and can on ly be used by 
permission o f the L i b r a r i a n a f t e r P r e s i d e n t i a l app rova l . The co l l ege employs a f u l l -
t ime s e c u r i t y po l i c e f o r c e . The Soc i e t y ' s H i s t o r i a n , Mr. Harry Frye, and Mr. W i l l i a m 
J . Cashman, J r . have been placed i n charge o f p r epa ra t i on o f the c o l l e c t i o n . I f you 
have e r e c t i o n drawings , p l a n s , maps, t imetab les . , ru l ebooks , photos , nega t i v es , s l i d e s , 
movies, books, o r anyth ing e lse assoc iated w i t h any era o f the B&M, now i s the t ime 
to make your c o n t r i b u t i o n . Please contact Mr. Frye o r Mr. Cashman a t the Soc i e t y ' s 
address. Mr. Cashman may also be contacted by phone a t 617-665-5685. 

This y e a r ' s Steamtown Rai l fan Weekend w i l l be he ld on May 11-12, 1974. De ta i l s 
are s t i l l being f i n a l i z e d , and w i l l appear i n the next News le t t e r . Reserve t h i s 
weekend so t h a t you can enjoy steam a t i t s b e s t . 



We are pleased to welcome the f o l l o w i n g new members t o the Soc i e t y : 
Paul Langev in, Wyoming, R I ; Stanley M. Hauck, Weymouth, MA; James Adams, Oshawa, 
O n t a r i o ; Robert Paul F u l l e r , P o r t l a n d , ME; W i l l i a m J . Brooks, Bellows F a l l s , VT; 
David W. Fol lansbee, Manchester, NH; L. Peter Cornwa l l , New Canaan, CT; David K. 
Johnson, Nashua, NH; David C. Clapp, S t e r l i n g , , VA; Roger P. Bernard , New Bedford , 
MA; A.S. A r n o l d , Hoi den, MA; and Gary B r i e r l y , Urbana, I L . 

Mr. Br ian H. Manning, 161 Fairv iew Avenue, Coventry, RI 02816, would l i k e 
any i n f o rma t i on t h a t members may have on the Boston, Barre and Gardner R a i l r o a d , 
l a t e r the B&M's' Gardner Branch, and now owned by the Providence and Worcester 
R a i l r o a d . Br ian i s p r epar ing an a r t i c l e on t h i s l i n e f o r the B&M B u l l e t i n . Please 
contac t him a t h i s home, o r a t the Soc i e t y ' s monthly meet ing. 

Ra i l r oad Magazine has made a Special I n t r o d u c t o r y Of fer to those who wish to 
begin a s u b s c r i p t i o n t o the magazine. The r e g u l a r r a t e i s $7.00 per year f o r 12 
i s sues , but f o r a l i m i t e d t i m e , new subscr ibers can rece ive a f u l l year o f Ra i l r oad 
f o r on ly $5 .97 , or about 50$ per i s sue . IT you-wish t o subsc r i be , send your check 
i n the amount o f $5.97 t o Ra i l r oad Magazine, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 
Please mention t h a t you read about the special" o f f e r i n the B&MRRHS Sec re ta ry ' s 
Newsl e t t e r . 

Mr. John A. C l o u t i e r , P.O. Box 2018, Auburn, Alabama 36830, would l i k e t o purchase 
Volume I , Nos. 1-4 o£ the B&M B u l l e t i n . These are out o f p r i n t , so i f any member has 
an e x t r a s e t , or wants t o p a r t w i t h his own s e t , Mr. C l o u t i e r w i l l pay the cover p r i c e 
and postage. 

The c a n c e l l a t i o n o f the Steamtown t r i p l e - h e a d e d steam excurs ion from Albany to 
Scranton v i a the Delaware & Hudson Railway has generated cons iderable con t rove rsy . 
The Ca l l board , o f f i c i a l organ o f the Mohawk and Hudson Chapter o f the NRHS, announced 
t h a t the D&H had not been n o t i f i e d o f the t r i p , nor would the company permi t the lead 
locomot ive to be covered w i t h a t a r p a u l i n t o r u i n photographic o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r those 
who chose to motorcade the t r i p , r a t h e r than pay to r i d e i t , because o f the adverse 
e f f e c t such a move would have on the general p u b l i c along the D&H r o u t e . L i t t l e has 
appeared concerning Steamtown's p o s i t i o n i n t h i s s t o r y . I t i s t h i s . . . Steamtown was 
given permiss ion to run the t r i p as the r e s u l t o f a telephone conversat ion w i t h 
Pres ident S t e r z ing o f the D&H on October 3 1 , 1973. . A t t h a t t i m e , Mr. S t e r z ing requested 
Steamtown to contac t Mr. Hontz, V i ce -Pres ident o f the D&H, t o make arrangements f o r 
the t r i p . On November 6, 1973, Mr. Hontz agreed to the A p r i l 20-21 weekend, and a t 
the same t ime made arrangements t o move 759 t o Rouses Po in t and 653 to P la t t sburgh 
i n p r epara t i on f o r the A p r i l t r i p . No. 759 was moved to Rouses Po in t f o r w i n t e r 
storage on November 14, a t a cost t o Steamtown o f $2,000. Arrangements were being 
made to move 82 (ex-CPR 124&), and 653 to the D&H f o l l o w i n g the December 29 t r i p to 
Rut l and . A f t e r the t r i p was o f f i c i a l l y announced by Steamtown, however, the D&H 
claimed no knowledge o f the t r i p . So why the p r i o r arrangements t o move three steam 
locomotives t o D&H proper ty i n p r epa ra t i on f o r the t r i p ? 

Regarding the p i c t u r e a t the bottom o f page 17 i n the Sept . 1973 B&M B u l l e t i n , 
which showed coaches and e l e c t r i c locomotives w i t h no steam engine near Hoosac Tunne l , 
Mr. Ralph W. S t r ong , 601 El Centro S t r e e t , South Pasadena, CA 91030, had these r e c o l l e c 
t i o n s t h a t were i n s p i r e d by the photograph: " I seem to remember seeing t h i s happen 
more than once. As I r e c a l l , engines were disconnected f o r minor se rv i ce w h i l e the 
coaches were loaded and unloaded. The e l e c t r i c s then p u l l e d the cars o f f the main l i n e 
to w a i t f o r the r e t u r n o f the engine and make way f o r t h e i r ( the e l e c t r i c s ) next h a u l . 
As I remember t h i s must have been more common than i t would seem. Schedules were 
t i g h t and minutes counted. 

"As I w r i t e t h i s the smel ls and sounds o f the s t a t i o n come back t o me. The 
engines throbbed and t h e i r heat could be f e l t nearby. The coaches had a musky smell 



and the creak, o f baggage wagons was everywhere. Steam h i s s i n g , b e l l s t o l l i n g and 
sharp w h i s t l e b l a s t s penetrate my memory. Then the hum o f e l e c t r i c s w i t h t h e i r 
squeeking brakes came and' went as they dropped o f f t r a i n s or p icked them up. The 
bump o f connections seemed to echo the l eng th o f the t r a i n as the s lack took u p . " 

Thank you very much f o r shar ing your memories w i t h the Soc i e t y , Mr. S t r ong , 
and- thanks- to a l l those who c o n t r i b u t e d the t i m e l y i n f o r m a t i o n . f o r t h i s issue o f 
the News le t te r . 

Best regards , 

David R. Squ i r es , Secretary 
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