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Cardboard Call Card, Fiberglass, Metal

Poly-carbonate Signs



Cardboard, Fiberglass, Metal, Tin Signs

• Ever since the railroads got into the passenger train business, a collection 
of all the  various signs and placards that once adorned the walls of 
depots and passenger coaches has proliferated.

• Of special interest are the Express and Telephone Company blue and 
white porcelainized steel signs that hung on the exterior walls of small 
town depots.  Many were two-sided so they could be read from both ends 
of the station platform.

• Express Companies also used signs on their baggage carts and delivery 
trucks and distributed call cards to the local merchants for displaying in 
their store front windows alerting the driver to stop and make a parcel 
pick-up.



Car Card Letter Jan 25, 1947

In Boston 1864 Cars were carded then and had 
been done for years before that. 
The Car Card is from the Portland Express over the
old Western Division.
The Custom was discontinued in South Station 1910
and North Station about a year later.

Car Card Letter Feb 3, 1947

In the old North Station, the men covering this job          
wore a uniform cap with the insignia “Cardman”.

Car Card Letter Nov 23, 1947
Smoking Car Card for Hillsboro, N.H. is rare.             
The Boston & Maine was the only road that ever     
carted smoking cars.  
This card was in use at old North Station up to          
1911.





Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

14” x 11” Sign

Donation by; Allan P. Vaughan



Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

14”x 11” Sign

Donation by; Allan P. Vaughan



Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

14”x 11” Sign

The smoking car was a combination of 
improvised theater and voyeuristic give 
and take.
People seamed to gravitate to them less 
from boredom than emotional need.

Donation by; Anonymous Donor



Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

14” x 11” Sign

Donation by; Kevin T. Farrell



Boston &Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

18” x 12” Sign

Donation by: Frank Kyper
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Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

18”x 12 Sign
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Railway Express Agency
Cardboard Call Card

19”x 19” Sign

Donation by; Mr. Janatas



Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

Boston to Rockingham Race Track,
Salem, New Hampshire

21 ½” x 11 ½” Sign

Donation by; Martin R. Lacarbonara



Boston & Maine Railroad
Cardboard Call Card

12”x 12” Sign

Donation by; Joseph Shaw



The Pullman Company
Form 93.8247

5”x 7” Cardboard Card Sign

Donation by; Anonymous Donor



Boston & Maine Railroad
Tracks No. 2 / 3 & 4 / 5

19”x 10” poly-carbonate            
Track No. Signs

Donation by; Frank Kyper



Boston & Maine Railroad
Metal Yellow Track No.16
Hung at end of Track Canopy
at North Station, Boston, MA

Donation by; Frank Kyper
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